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Homer History Celebration
June 17, 2017 · 10:00-5:00 pm
The Landmark Society of Cortland County is
excited to announce the GRAND REOPENING
of the Homer History Center in the beautiful historic village of Homer, NY.
All are welcome to come and explore the Homer
History Center on South Main St, next door to
the Key Bank. Landmark Society board members
and volunteers will be on hand to welcome everyone and answer questions about the Landmark
Society, Homer’s historic district, and view the
local history collection.
On display will be local artifacts, memorabilia,
maps and more. Local author and artist, Jane
O’Shea and Homer artist, Chris Gratz along with
the Landmark Society will have items for sale.
Tours of Homer’s historic downtown will be
offered at 11:00 & 2:00.
Light refreshments will be available,
The event is sponsored by The Landmark
Society of Cortland County and its members
For more information about the Landmark
Society: please visit, www.landmarkhomerny.org
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Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
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The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris
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all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
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in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
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Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!
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Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand

Ted McBride Co.
1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY
call ahead for pick-up

cell 543-0382
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Benson Davis Insurance
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FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Take the Arts Challenge!

Annette, Stephanie, Linda and Marjorie

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

Delivered or
Picked up
"""""""""""

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

Topsoil - Mulch

"""""""""""

Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen,
Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer Office, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy
Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity
Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners,
Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer Village Office,
Antiques on James.

It is time to get out your art
supplies, your dancing shoes, your
musical instruments, your cameras,
and your computers and pens!! The
eighth annual Cortland County’s
Community Arts Challenge is underway. All Cortland County artists, dancers, musicians, photographers, and
writers are encouraged to participate.
What is the Community Arts
Challenge? It is a juried competition, co-sponsored by the Center for
the Arts in Homer and the Cultural
Council of Cortland County. Cash
prizes will be awarded in six major
categories: Fine Arts, Artisan Crafts,
Choreography, Musical Composition,
Photography,
and
Writing.
The “challenge” is to use one’s art
to depict or express a specific theme.
The artistic theme for the 2017 Arts
Challenge is “FACES.” Submitted works
will be judged on how creatively and
skillfully they communicate this theme.
Participants are encouraged to
think about all the uses and meanings of “faces” when planning their
creations. The Arts Challenge artists will be celebrated at a public event on January 26, 2018.
Anyone 16 years of age or older who
lives or works in or around Cortland
County is eligible to participate in the
Arts Challenge, and there is still plenty
of time to plan and produce your entry.
Submissions are due by November 1,
2017. So, start planning ways to use
your talents to be part of this community-wide event.
There are some new requirements
for entries in our writing and music
categories this year. Please read the
prospectus before starting your stories
or musical compositions.
Full details about how to enter the
Community Arts Challenge can be
found at www.CortlandArtsChallenge.
org. You can also call 749-4900 to
have a prospectus and application
form mailed to you.

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE
607 749-7400
207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY

NEXT ISSUE
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The next issue of The Homer News will be June
29, 2017. DEADLINE: for ads and news is June
20, 2017.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your

Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
The Community Outreach
Committee of the Columbian
Presbyterian Church in LaFayette
would like to thank the entire
Central New York community for
their generous support of our
Memorial Day Benefit for Lafayette
Outreach on Mon. May 29.
LaFayette Outreach is our local
food pantry and service-referral
agency, and will receive 100%
of the proceeds from this event.
Even though the weather was poor,
we are honored to say that we
were able to raise more money
this year than ever before. More
than 117 businesses and individuals donated to the silent auction portion of this event, including
several non-profit organizations.
The plant sale consisted of
beautiful donations from six greenhouses, and everyone enjoyed the
Byrne Dairy ice cream in our "Red,
White & Blue" sundaes, as well
as the free craft area for the kids.

Also, the members of the church
outdid themselves with delicious
treats for the bake sale. We
were thriled to have two corporate sponsors this year: Albany
International
Monofilament
Plant and Ron Bush Oil.
Donny's Dogs' food truck
also served up delicious sandwiches throughout the event.
This is a difficult time for food
pantries, and the proceeds
from this event will help to keep
LaFayette
Outreach's
pantry shelves stocked, ready to
support our neighbors in need.
The committee would especially
like to thank the members of the
Columbian Presbyterian Church for
their continued support of LaFayette
Outreach and their mission.
Thomas Redmore
Community Outreach Committee
Chairperson/
Event Organizer

Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad
in

The Homer News

Aging Office to Host
Legal & Financial
Planning Seminar
June 22

“Legal & Financial Planning” will be
presented by the CNY Chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Association. The diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease makes
planning for the future more important
than ever.
Concerns about care provision and programs that can help offset costs mean
that families need accurate information
about legal and financial planning specific to the disease. Legal and Financial
Planning for Alzheimer’s Disease is an
interactive program where you will
have a chance to learn about important
legal and financial issues to consider,
how to put plans in place, and how to
access legal and financial resources
near you.

Please join us for this free event on
Thursday, June 22nd from 10 am to
12 pm in room 304 of the County
Office Building, 60 Central Avenue,
Cortland. Call 607-753-5060 to register for this event hosted by the Area
Agency on Aging.

“Sold on Cortland County”

Driver Refresher Class June 23
A six-hour driver refresher course
geared for drivers aged 50 and older,
but open to drivers of any age, is
being offered on Friday, June 23 from
9:00 - 4:00 at the Grace Christian
Fellowship Church located on Fisher
Avenue in Cortland.
This course is approved by the N.Y.S.
Department of Motor Vehicles for
points and insurance reduction.

Preregistration is required by calling the
Cortland County Health Department at
758-5509. Class may be rescheduled
due to lack of registrations, and walkins might be turned away.
This class is sponsored by AARP, the
Cortland County Health Department,
the Cortland County Area Agency
on Aging, and the Cortland County
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP).

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
Welcome!
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
Mark Williams
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
PT, DPT
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
27 N. Main St.
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
Homer, NY
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP
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Homer History Day is June 17th
This photo is of Ed & Deonie Finkbeiner, taken in 2015

Main St. & James St., site of the current Post Office

Boy Scouts from Troop 79, Homer, NY got wet in the Dairy Parade, but they toughed it out until the end.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Playing with words
Some days, when I’m not sure what to
write for this column, I’ll wander around
the library early in the morning seeking
inspiration. I’m the only one here then
and before I even turn on the lights and
computers, I’ll walk through the stacks
looking at book titles. I’ll pull out a
book here or there. Maybe something
I’ve read or loved. Or something I
read and hated (they do exist.) Maybe
something I’ve been meaning to read.
Or something I wouldn’t read if you
paid me.
It doesn’t matter what grabs me. It
doesn’t matter if what I finally write in
any way connects to the book, or the
title, or the author. It’s just a jumping
off place. A different place to stand as
I look at the world. A new spot to think
from. Looking at a book reminds me
that words have power. As much as our
thoughts, ideas, and values affect the
words we use, the words we choose, our
words, shape and give meaning to our
understanding of the world around us.
Words can change the world.
Sometimes in the writing groups, or
book clubs, or other programs we run
at the library, we’ll do a poetry writing
exercise. Go around the library, I tell
the kids, and find five or six books with
intriguing titles. Then write a poem
using those titles. The rules are that the
titles have to be kept intact, but you can
insert a connecting word here or there.
Here are a few title poems I came up
with today on my wander through the
library:
Here we are
Dodging Extinction
At the end of the World
When the Rivers Run Dry.
It doesn’t have to be that way.
Magic words.
Ask me why I hurt
The Mother of All Questions
Is it
What do I do now?
Or
What are people for?
Or
Why is God laughing?
What’s your story?
Start right where you are.
Imagine
Finding your voice
Oh,
I could tell you stories
about
How to be a heroine,
Cool, calm, and contentious.
The view from the cheap seats

Smoke gets in your eyes
I can’t complain
I remember nothing
Registration for the Summer Reading
program starts Monday, June 19th. This
summer the theme is Build a Better
World and there are so many ways
to do that. There’s physical building,
through knowledge and skill, through
constructing roads and homes. There’s
making the world more beautiful,
through art, through cleaning up trash,
through caring about the earth. There’s
working to make the world better for
others, whether through making the
world more just and caring, or simply
thinking about the power of the words
we use. We often make value judgements
on things. Some people think - science
is more important that art or non-fiction
is more valuable than fiction. But words
and stories, poetry and fiction, have
power. They can change us – and isn’t
that part of building a better world, too?
So grab a couple books and write
a few “title” poems. They could, like
all poetry, change the way you see the
world.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time is every Wednesday
morning that school is in session at
10:30 am. Join Miss Madelyn our last
program for the school year:
June 21st – Picnic
Toddler story time will restart in
August, but don’t miss out on all the
exciting programs for the Summer
Reading program in July.

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time has ended for
the school year. Stay tune though for all
the exciting programs coming for the
Summer Reading program.

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program, includes
a robotics component using Cubelets
for K- 5th graders and an electronics
invention component using Little Bits for
3rd through 6th graders. These programs
are funded by a generous donation from
a community member. The next Little
Bits program will be June 27th at 4:00
pm. Space is limited to 8 children. Sign
ups start a week prior to each program.

Coloring with Kristen

Demo Night at the Wonder and
Discovery Center

Love to color? Find it calming? Or
just plain fun? Come color upstairs at
Demo Night at the Wonder and
the library with Kristen. For children Discovery Center will be Tuesday,
through adults, Coloring with Kristen is June 20th at 6:30 pm. We’ll be making
Thursday, June 15th, starting at 6:30 pm. terrariums! Bring your own container
to use and any plants or decorations
Needle Felting Group
you might want to add. We’ll provide
soil, charcoal and other supplies. Demo
Everyone had such fun learning to night is open to everyone. Children
Needle Felt at Demo Night that we under 12 should be accompanied by
now have a Needle Felting group! If an adult. Please pre-register starting
you don’t know what Needle Felting is,
on June 13th.
come discover this fun yarn craft where
you can create some cute ornaments Yarn and Books Discussion
and felted animals. The group will meet
Thursday, June 15th from 6-8 pm in the
The knitting group and book
Wonder and Discovery Center.
discussion group have combined into
Yarns and Books. Bring along your
Minecraft
yarn craft and come to discuss Enemy
Women by Paulette Jiles on Monday,
Love to play Minecraft? Those in 2nd June 26th at 3:30 pm. The group is open
to 5th grades meet to play Minecraft on to any interested adult reader. You
the third Friday of the month. The next don’t need to be a knitter to participate.
meeting is Friday, June 16th from 3:30
pm until 5 pm. Space is limited to ten. Movie and a Snack
Pre-registration is required.
Join us for a showing of The Wild
Life on Friday June 23rdrom 2:30 –
Register for the Summer Reading
4:00 pm. This program is open to all
Program
ages, preschool and younger must have
The theme for summer reading is an adult with them. Pre-registration
Build a Better World and we are helping is helpful, so be sure to stop by the
build it by getting everyone reading library and sign up.
and learning this summer! The summer
reading program is open to everyone Summer Story and Activity Time
toddlers through adults. Registration
Every Wednesday morning at 10:30
starts on June 19th. Children and
teens will receive a free book when am there’ll be a story and activity time
they register. Everyone will receive for toddler through 5th graders. Toddler
a list of programs taking place this through Kindergarten will meet with
Miss Madelyn in the children’s room.
summer.
Toddlers through 5th graders will Themes include:
receive a punch card. Bring a list of the
th
books read with your punch card to the July 5 – Butterflies and Caterpillars
library to have it punched. When the
July 12th – Day and Night
cards is full, turn it in to receive a prize
(including books) and a new card.
July 19th – Stop and Go
Teens and adults can fill out a raffle
1st through 5th graders will meet
ticket for each book read. There will with Miss Priscilla and Miss Sarah
be drawings for prizes every Friday in in the Wonder and Discovery Center.
July.
We will be reading Henry and the
Chalk Dragon and doing science
Summer Reading Kick-off
experiments, art projects, and other
fun activities.
The Kick-off event for the Summer
Reading Program will be Wednesday,
Life Size Games Returns
June 28th from 3 pm until 7 pm. The
Physics bus will be here and there’ll be
Wednesday afternoons in July from
other activities including:
3-4:30 pm come play life size Jenga,
Build Some Thing from 3 – 5 pm will Monopoly, Checkers, and more.
Cubelets, Little Bits, Legos, or K’Nex

Writers’ Group

Story time and Alphabet Relay from
5-6 pm

The library’s Adult Writers group
meets the first Thursday evening of
Let’s create a world – building houses each month and is open to serious
writers of all levels. The next meeting
with cardboard from 6-7 pm
is Thursday, July 6th. Writing time
Registration for the Kick-off begins
June 5th. It is helpful to register, but not
LIBRARY continued on page 13
required.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

The Homer Artist Who Never Forgot His Roots
This is the final of three installments.
Before Lincoln’s assassination,
Carpenter had made a smart business
move. He had arranged with New York
publisher Derby & Miller to produce a
print of the Emancipation Proclamation
painting for public sale. Alexander Hay
Ritchie, a well-known engraver in New
York, was contracted to reproduce the
painting as a steel engraving for $6,000.
To that end, Carpenter started working
on a smaller version of the painting -twenty-one by thirty-three inches -- for
Ritchie’s use, and he had brought this
smaller painting with him to Homer
the summer before the full painting had
been exhibited there. Thus, it was on
Saturday, August 19, 1865, during one of
his “vacation visits,” that Carpenter felt
the need for “material assistance.” As he
noted in his diary, he “went to the village and got a group of men together like
[in his] Emancipation picture” and had
Homer’s photographer, Luther Barker,
make him an ambrotype. Homer’s very
tall butcher, Burdett Newton, was asked
to sit at a table as Lincoln. Other locals
took their places as directed. Lewis Henry
posed for Secretary of War Stanton; “old
Mr. Gardner” for Secretary of the Navy
Welles; Ki Munger for Secretary of
State Seward; Mr. Hicok for Postmaster
General Blair; Mr. Wardell for Secretary
of the Interior Smith; and Judge Reed
for Attorney General Bates. A visitor
from New York named Mr. Gillett was
commandeered to stand in as Secretary
of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase. From
this small painting worked up in Homer,
Ritchie produced a high quality print of
the Emancipation Proclamation painting
that the journalist Noah Brooks predicted would be “prized in every libertyloving household as a work of art…a
perpetual remembrance of the noblest
event in American history.” Carpenter
gave copies of the print to each Cabinet
member depicted in the painting, and
an autographed copy was given to his
parents in Homer as a Christmas present.
It was during this same “vacation
visit” to Homer that Carpenter was
working on another Lincoln project.
He was endeavoring to do a painting of
The Lincoln Family in black and white,
with the intention of mass producing it
as a commercial print by the engraver
John Chester Buttre. The subject of the
painting was to be the Presidential family as it was in 1861 before eleven year
old Willie Lincoln’s death in 1862 from
typhoid fever. However, Carpenter had
never met Willie, and the only thing
he had to work from was a photograph
Mrs. Lincoln had provided of the heads
of Willie and Tad Lincoln. To get a
good sense of the bodily proportions
of an eleven year old boy, Carpenter
enlisted the help of a Homer merchant’s
son, Henry Wheadon. [The three-story
Wheadon Block on Main Street was
destroyed by a fire in September, 2016.]
Carpenter had the young lad pose for an
ambrotype. From this image he was able
to render the Presidential family with
Willie’s head upon the body of a Homer
boy – a task he completed on August 17,
1865, in Homer.

By this time, too, Carpenter was
busy writing his reminiscences of
Lincoln. They were being published
in a series of articles for the New York
Independent. Like some of his art work,
some of Carpenter’s literary work was
done while summering in Homer. His
diary entry for August 20, 1865, reads:
“Commenced my ‘No. VII’ [installment] for the ‘Independent’ this evening, under the tree in the southeast
corner of the orchard [at the Carpenter
homestead].”
His own extended memoir, Six
Months at the White House with
Abraham Lincoln: The Story of a
Picture, was completed on the first
anniversary of Lincoln’s death and published by Hurd and Houghton in 1866. It
was a best-seller. It gave readers exactly
what they craved after Lincoln’s death:
personal anecdotes of the man more
than critical assessments of his statesmanship.
The next year, Carpenter took time
to re-connect not just with the community of his origins but with his artistic
mentor. Twenty-two years earlier while
in his teens, Carpenter had spent six
months studying portraiture under the
Syracuse artist Sanford Thayer, and on
October 4, 1867, Thayer was invited to
make the trip from Syracuse to Homer
to spend the day with his former and
now famous pupil. Carpenter noted in
his diary that the two of them “went to
the village and sat for pictures at Luther
Barker’s [photography studio].”
When another native son of Homer,
Andrew D. White, became the first
President of Cornell University in nearby Ithaca, NY, Carpenter returned for
the University’s opening in 1868. It was
Carpenter that White commissioned to
do the portraits of four distinguished
intellects of the era: Louis Agassiz,
Goldwyn Smith, James Russell Lowell,
and George William Curtis. Ezra
Cornell posed, too, for a couple of portraits by Carpenter. One, bigger than life
size, showed Cornell standing with his
hand resting on a document bearing his
time-honored wish of 1868: “I would
found an institution where any person
can find instruction in any study.” In
the painting, Carpenter included a bust
of Benjamin Franklin, who, among his
many accomplishments, was known for
experimentation with electricity. This
was, at the time, a recognizable symbolic allusion to Cornell’s connection to
Samuel F. B. Morse’s electric telegraph
from which the philanthropic Cornell
derived his fortune as a contractor for
the erection of telegraph lines.
Carpenter continued painting portraits into the 1870s. In July of 1876,
the nation was to be one hundred years
old. To celebrate, there was to be a
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia,
and Homer’s Paris Barber engaged
Carpenter as a design consultant for
“King Corn.” This was to be a colossal human figure for the Exposition
constructed entirely of the stalks, silk,
husks, and tassels of corn. Its base was
to be made of agricultural products of
all thirty-seven states. Paris planned to

travel to Ithaca to seek financial support
for the project from Cornell University,
but the sixty-one-year-old became ill.
Carpenter went in his place. His request
was met with disappointment. But it did
not matter, for the project died in May
of 1876 with the death of Paris, just two
weeks after his father, Jedediah, died
on April 19. Carpenter attended Paris’
funeral and gratefully recalled the inspirational trip he and Paris took to New
York in 1847 to see great works of art.
He summed up his benefactor this way:
“He had so much of the artistic instinct
himself, that he could enter perfectly
into the aim and ambition of my life.”
When Carpenter returned in August
for his “usual summer vacation,” he took
the room over the drugstore and bookshop business of Atwater & Kellogg
[now the Olde Homer House] in the
Barber Block on Main Street. He still
was managing to combine business with
pleasure, finishing up some art projects.
Though Homer had not been his primary
residence for the past quarter century,
the residents of the area still recognized
him when he was out in public. The
Cortland Standard for August 16, 1876,
reported “Frank gets a hearty shake from
every man he meets.”
On February 12, 1878, the sixty-ninth
anniversary of Lincoln’s birth, a joint session of Congress convened in the House
to accept Carpenter’s First Reading of
the Emancipation Proclamation before
the Cabinet as a gift to the nation.
The credit for this went to the masterful, behind-the-scenes lobbying done
for Carpenter by another son of Homer,
William Osborn Stoddard. Stoddard had
served as President and Mrs. Lincoln’s
assistant personal secretary, and he
had connections in the Reconstruction
era capital and was able to remove all
financial and political hurdles for “his
warm personal friend of long standing.”
Today, the painting hangs in the west
stairway of the Senate chamber. It is
said to be “the only nineteenth-century
history painting of Abraham Lincoln in
the United States Capitol.”
Of all the several portrait studies
Carpenter did of Lincoln, the best known
is the one done for the Emancipation
Proclamation painting-- the one for
which Lincoln told his former law partner, William Herndon, “I feel that there

is more of me in this portrait than in any
representation which has been made.”
From this portrait, Frederick W. Halpin,
the talented engraver, rendered a lineand-stipple adaptation. This amazingly
life-like print carried the signatures of
both Halpin and Carpenter. Suitable for
framing, it made a fine item to give as a
gift, which is exactly what Carpenter did.
Seven of his friends in Homer received
copies of this print as a Christmas present in 1894. The Homer Village Board
of Trustees owns one of them today – a
symbol of Carpenter’s grateful ties to the
place of his birth.
Carpenter died in New York City
on May 23, 1900, and his funeral was
held there two days later. The artist who
had gained fame as Lincoln’s portraitist
could have been buried in New York
City or Albany or in the nation’s capital.
But, no, Carpenter chose to return to
his roots in Homer to be buried in the
upper, southwest corner of Glenwood
Cemetery in the Carpenter family plot.
It is clear that throughout his artistic
career Francis Bicknell Carpenter never
forgot his roots in Homer. It is also
clear that his work was supported by
folks from Homer and its environs, and
some of his work, artistic and literary,
was actually done here. It is fitting and
proper that Homer should recognize the
historical documentation accomplished
by its native-son through his public
art and writings. This can be done by
installing public art as a lasting tribute
at the entrance to the Town Hall. To
learn more about this heritage tourism
project and how you can make a meaningful, tax-deductible donation, please
go online to lincolninpaintandprint.org
for an informative five-minute video.
Checks can be made out to the Homer
Education Foundation, P O Box 174,
Historic Homer, NY 13077. Be sure
to note on the check that it is for The
Lincoln Monument Project. It is a way
for Homer to re-connect with Carpenter
and its other “Lincoln men.”
Material for the three installments on
Carpenter was drawn from Sweeney’s
book, LINCOLN’S GIFT FROM
HOMER, NEW YORK: A PAINTER,
AN EDITOR, AND A DETECTIVE
(McFarland & Company, 2011), which
is available through Amazon.com.

Do you have what it takes to bring

The Homer News

to the next level of success?
During the past 6 years The Homer News has earned a reputation for
bringing good news to the Town and Village of Homer and for keeping
the population informed on what's happening locally.
Now it is time for some "new blood" to continue to build on the suc
cesses of the past and carry the newspaper forward. There is tremen
dous potential for an energetic individual (or individuals) to achieve
financial success while providing an important service to the Town and

Village of Homer.
A modest cash investment is required. A desire to work with the public
and a pleasant personality are also extremely important. We will work
with you to make the transition to owner/publisher.
For more information, write to: Editor, PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
or email: editor@thehomernews.com
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2017 Firemen's Parade
Clint Brooks, Manager of the First National Bank of Dryden Homer
Branch, giving out balloons to the spectators.

Braxxton and Maxxton Hill enjoying a ride

Mayor Hal McCabe

Homer Police Dep't. New Bicycle Patrol

Trustees Pat Clune and Kevin Slack
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Congratulations...
Homer Senior High
School Class of 2017
Keiana Adkins

Laura Alleman

Blake Allen

Ashley Aloi

Brandon Aylesworth

Dalton Beck

Delaney Beiter

Alexander Bell

John Henry Brown

Tristin Brown

Karalyn Buhl

Jacob Bush

Brandon Bustillos

Abby Bancroft

Bryce Barden

Rachel Barhite

Jared Berry

Gavin Beyea

Macy Boice

Fox Burda

Kaelyn Burda ***

Kevin Bush, Jr.

Dylan Casterline

Kelsey Clark

Veronica Clarke

Morgan Clayman

Cole Compagni

Meagan Condie

Victoria Congdon

Brianne Cooley

Adam Corl

Joseph Corpora

Haley Cough

Sarah Creeden

Kelly Case

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

CĞƌƟĮĞd, American Board of OrthodonƟcs
276 Tompkins St. – Cortland
753.3535
www.hageorthodonƟcs.com
Homer News Ads Get Noticed
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Homer High Seniors - 2017

Rachel Crompton

Erin Currie

Julia Davis

Peter Davis

Marleah Dentes

Krysandra Dewey

Wyatt Dexter

Ryan Dwyer

Nicholas Eckhardt

Rachel Egan

Mikaela Elkins

Joseph Esposito, Jr.

Mollie Ferrito

Morgan Fickett

Jordan Fisher

Hailey Forbes

Paddraic Fox

David Fuller

Dawson Funkhouser

Reno Gaﬀney

Jenna Galeotti

Cullen Gallagher

Benjamin Gravel

Matthew Guerrera

Megan Guerrera

Eliot Gustafson

James Andrew Gustafson

Daniel Hale

Kate Halstead

Olivia Harrington

Brady Hart

Meleah Hartnett

Dylan Hatﬁeld

McKenzie Humphrey

Ashleigh Hurchla

Stephen Hyde

Sebastian Illanes

Cody Johnson

Samantha Juras

&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWR2XU$UHD*UDGXDWHV
2XU)XWXUH
:H UH6ROGRQ&RUWODQG&RXQW\
DQG&RUWODQG&RXQW\LV6ROGRQ<RX
:KHUHYHU<RXU3DWK7DNHV<RX
:H+RSH,W:LOO/HDG<RX%DFNWR&RUWODQG

HAGE
REAL ESTATE
607-753-6766
www.hagerealestate.com
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Homer High Seniors - 2017

Tyler Kemp

Noah Kilmer

Zaccuary King

Fletcher Kuiken

Leanna Kuss

Maura MacNeill

Neil Malakar

Madalyn Mallory

Kuerstin Markley

Andrew Marks

Lisa Marks

Tyler Marshall

Scott Maus

Brandon McCorduck

Gillian McEvoy

Riley McEvoy

Andrew McLaughlin

Margaret McLyman

Jenna McMullin

Brent McNeil

Emily McNeill

Kaylee Mead

Katherine Mercer

Taylor Metzler

Arielle Moheimani

Annabell Mooney *

Carmela Mooney **

Martin Mosher

Sarah Mundorf

Emma Murphy

Britta Nilsson

Allison Osterhoudt

Rachael Osterhoudt

Taylor Page

Elena Partigianoni

Matthew Pelowski

Cameron Perks

Kelly Perrine

Evan Perry

Nathan Pettit

Leah Potter

Samuel Pullman

Kristen Rahner

Alex Recor

Kyle Reiner

Jake Riley

Max Riley

Jacob Rivers
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Homer High Seniors - 2017

Christine Rolfe

Christopher Rowley

Cassondra Russell

Justin Ryan

Owen Ryan

Shawna Sabin

Alsasce Sanders

Connor Schumacher

Luke Sears

Delaney Smith

Austin Soule

Lindsey Sovocool

Melissa Spina

Lucian St.John

Thomas Stalker

Autumn Stevens

Ethan Stiles

Miranda Stoker

Daniel Strauf

Mason Sunderland

Stone Tanner

Mia Tesoriero

Sailor Tetreault

Amariah Thompson

Andrew Thompson

Xavier Thornton

Ashley Tollner

Isabel Torres

Martin Tozser

Paul Tracy

Cary Trierweiler

Marissa Urban

Catherine VanOrden

Austin VanSickle

Katherine Vartanian

Adam Walling

Congratulations and Best Wishes
to Homer's 2017 Graduates
from Debbie & Kevin Williams,
the Williams Family, and the staff at:

Margaret Walsh

VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
for Fresh Meats, Delicious Subs, and a
full line of Groceries all at a convenient
downtown Homer location.

Try our Party Platters - They’re Delicious!!

Jack Walter
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Homer High Seniors - 2017
* Valedictorian ** Salutatorian
Not Pictured:
Brianna
Noe's
Bushnoe;
Alexander
Michael
Cox;
Nathaniel
E.
Halstead;
Brittany Ashley Nichols;Brandon Rogers.

Matthew Wheeler

Brooke White

Erison Wilcox

Aliza Willsey

LIBRARY - continued from page 6
is from 6 until 6:30 pm. The group
meets for discussion starting at 6:30
pm. This year, we are focusing our
discussion on the book diy MFA by
Gabriela Pereira. We’ll be discussing
the final three chapters of the book. The
Writers’ Group is open to writers, teens
through adults.

Life Size Clue
Friday, July 7 from 6-9 pm, teens
and tweens can come to a library lockin to play life sized Clue. Registration
runs from June 16th through the 30th.
When you register, you’ll receive your
“character.” Come on the 7th dressed
as your character to participate in the
mystery and figure out whether it was
Colonel Mustard in the non-fiction area
with the typewriter, or Miss Scarlet on
the mezzanine with the embosser.
th

Author visit with Sean Fay Wolfe
Sean Fay Wolfe was sixteen when he
wrote the first book in the Elementia
Chronicles. Quest for Justice is a novel
set in a Minecraft world. An avid gamer
and Minecraft fan, Sean is also a lover
of stories and storytelling. Sign up to
participate in the book discussion of
Quest for Justice, receive a free copy of
the book and come meet Sean and learn
about his exciting series.
The book discussion will be on Friday,
July 14th at 3:00 pm.

Student Writings

Registration starts June 23rd.
This program is made possible by a
grant from The Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County. This
grant is a collaborative effort between
fifteen libraries in the Finger Lakes
Library System. This grant will bring
Minecraft author Sean Fay Wolfe to
each library for a presentation and each
family will receive a free autographed
book by the author.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want to try checking
out an emagazine from Zinio, now
available on our website? Let our Teen
Tech Volunteers help you. During the
school year, they are available Mondays
from 3-5 pm to help you with your
technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be July 17th at 7 pm in the Wonder and
Discovery Center. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

***
Alternative
High
School
CoreyA. Lansdpowne; Dillon Towers; Talon Withey

Believing that writing is an important asset for everyone to have, The Homer News wants to
encourage young students to write creative stories as they learn in classes at school and the
local library. Stories should be e-mailed to: editor@thehomernews.com, as a word file attached to
the e-mail. Please limit stories to no more than 1500 words. Feel free to write on any subject that
interests you. We hope writers of all ages will share their stories with our readers.

The Wood Family
by Madelynn Hoffman-Olcott, Third Grade, Homer School District
Once upon a time there was a man and the man had no family. The
only thing the man did was cut down trees. His name was John. He was a
woodcutter in the woods.
He built a house out of wood. It rained. He tried to go inside his house
but the house fell down. His house needed a family. So the man got more
wood and he built a little girl, a cat, a dog, and a wife and a small son.
That night he built another house and he built a bed. He went to bed
early. The bed was uncomfortable. The man thought about his family and
he thought maybe they could come to life. But it didn’t happen.
The next night there was a blue dot in the sky. The blue dot came into
the woods and hit each of the wood people in the stomach. The blue dot
hit the cat and the dog too.
Suddenly the man’s wife started hanging out clothes. The girl was doing
a cartwheel. The boy was playing Frisbee with the dog. The cat climbed a
tree and jumped on the roof. The man was so surprised!
They all went inside the house to eat the man’s favorite dinner which was
meat and potatoes. The man taught him to crochet. That’s when John the
woodcutter knew he had a family.

Sean’s presentation will follow at 3:30 pm.

Even Small Ads Get Noticed

Homer Academy...

in

The Homer News

Bob Pascal

10b16

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

After the 1945 fire

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Sally Brown Kurtz

12b16

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

5a18
12c16

BRITTANY STATION, GROTON

NEW SUMMER HOURS

HALLMARK KEEPSAKE ORNAMENTS ARRIVING IN JULY
HALLMARK GOLD CROWN CARD ACCEPTED

We Have

* STRAWBERRIES *

“A UNIQUE LITTLE GIFT SHOP WITH A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING
AND NOW HALLMARK!”

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 7 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY

BRITTANY STATION, 152 MAIN St. GROTON

607-898-4994



M-F 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

Pat Hill Community Building

6c16

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

12c17

12b16

6c16

6c16

6c16

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road
3b15

8b17

A

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b18
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWV59V&ODVVLF&DUV
8QGHUFRDWLQJ%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\


607-591-0105
6WHYH'X0RQG
owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHU1<

Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

This Could Be YOUR
Business Card Ad

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV

$15 for 1 issue
$85.50 for 6 issues
email your ad to:
editor@thehomernews.com

&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

credit card payments accepted

Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

THEME: FAMOUS FATHERS
ACROSS
1. Smart ____
6. Titanic’s last call?
9. *TV’s man named Brady
13. Lychee, alt. sp.
14. Romanian money
15. Red Cross supply
16. 1970s big dos
17. To do this is human?
18. Render harmless
19. *Father of geometry
21. *Ed O’Neill’s TV character
23. “Game, ____, match!”
24. Not what it seems to be
25. *What Jane Fonda’s dad Henry
did
28. Presidential “No!”
30. 1 1/2 calorie breath mint
35. Pastoral sounds
37. Feline line
39. Sol-fa-sol-fa-sol-fa, e.g.
40. The Fonz: “Sit ____ ____!”
41. Caterpillar hairs
43. Dwarf buffalo
44. Ski bump
46. Type of ballistic missile, acr.
47. *Homer Simpson’s Duff
48. Pellet-stuffed 1990s craze
50. Trim a movie
52. Pose a question
53. Talk like a drunk
55. “____, the Beloved Country”
57. *Kiefer’s and Barron’s dads
61. Without purpose
64. Blind alternative
65. American chant
67. i____
69. Albert/Gabor’s Green ones
70. Mentally quick
71. Convex molding
72. Tibetan oxen
73. ____-di-dah
74. Broadway’s news boy
DOWN
1. C.S.A. state
2. Milton Bradley’s “The Game of
____”
3. Shade of beige
4. Chocolates, for short
5. Hanukkah month
6. *Musher’s transport
7. “___ the ramparts...”
8. Chapter of Quran
9. Waiter’s handout
10. Armenia’s neighbor
11. Kurdistan native
12. TV prize

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

VOL/ISSUE

15. Hand over, formally
20. Things
22. Latissimus dorsi, for short
24. Dirtier than Dick Van Dyke in “Mary Poppins”
25. *J. Robert Oppenheimer’s project
26. Dugout vessel
27. Boreal forest
29. Overwhelm like bees
31. Mr. Eugene Krabs, e.g.
32. Fungal skin infection
33. Medicinal plants
34. *Head of the Griswold clan
36. Flabbergast
38. *Mr. Cleaver
42. Give a boot
45. Finely-spun cotton, pl.
49. Old age, archaic
51. *Little Mermaid’s royal father
54. Bar order, with “the”
56. AOL’s “____ Got Mail”
57. June 6, 1944
58. Shamu, e.g.
59. Police informer
60. Cornelius and friends
61. Solemn promise
62. *Ned Stark’s bastard
63. Unagi, pl.
66. Baden-Baden, e.g.
68. Tofu ingredient

7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8

25
26
1
2
3
4
5
6

PUBLICATION DATE

6/15/2017
6/29/2017
7/13/2017
7/27/2017
8/10/2017
8/24/2017
9/7/2017
9/21/2017

DEADLINE

6/7/2017
6/21/2017
7/5/2017
7/19/2017
8/2/2017
8/16/2017
8/30/2017
9/13/2017

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________

Solution to
June 1
Puzzle

+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad
in

The Homer News

WANTED TO BUY
WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613
Your Classified Ad
Could Be Here!!
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High School Tennis Courts Revitalized, Reopened
The Homer School administration
took to task of revitalizing the tennis facility about 2 years ago. The
did it right. The facility endeavors to be one of the top in the
area now. This is fitting as Katie
Mercer, HCS Class of '17 and
Tennis Team member said at the
ribbon cutting, the tennis program
is strong and sees if not 100%
then almost 100% of its seniors
also be top academic performers (National Honor Society, top
10% of class, etc) while competing and winning tennis matches.

£¦£¤¤
ԫԹՆԻՑԠԹՎԽՄՄՁԽՊ
7HDFKHU&RDFK3OD\HUDQG)ULHQG
ZKRKDVOHGWKH
+RPHU7HQQLV3URJUDPV
IRURYHU\HDUV

ၺၸၹၿ

In addition to the new courts,
entrance and bleachers area, the
Friends of Homer Tennis headed by Joel Mercer & Matthew
Neuman successfully completed the project of a new tennis
shed as you enter the facility. A
new shed was critical as a staging area for personnel, storage
of equipment, and records and
news/information showcasing.
The construction of the shed was a
public-private partnership between
Homer School Athletic Department,
Homer Athletic Booster Club,
Riehlman Shafer & Shafer and
Upstream Construction LLC.
The shed is dedicated to Nancy
Cavellier, the dedicated mens
& womans coach, teacher and
friend for over 30 years. The
attached plaque has been ordered
and will be display in the shed.

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Steven and Mary Fisher recently make their 9th visit to the island Bonaire, Netherlands
Antilles during the last 9 days in April.
They both knew Frog since he opened Homer Men and Boys in the 50’s and decided to
do a tribute to him. Steven Fisher, on the left, his wife Mary Fisher and their dear friend
of 17 years and counting Alex Grootemaat, who lives on Bonaire. He loved the shirt they
brought him.
You’ll note they all are sporting matching T-shirts from Homer Men & Boys and holding the
issue of The Homer News (which they read every issue) that was the tribute to Frog.

