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Irish Dancers Entertain Locally

The Irish Dancers from the Rince Na Sonas Dance School entertained a group of more than sixty at St. Margaret's
Church last Saturday evening.
On Monday evening they entertained the Sr. Citizens at the David Harum Senior Center; This talented group of girls
had everyone getting in the rhythm, even the toddler in the upper picture.
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Around Town
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

From Kelly Preston's post card collection

.
..
.

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2018 The Homer News
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Cortland, NY 13045
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"BIG and small,
we fix them all"
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Master Auto Tech.
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EVENTS
CALENDAR

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town Office,
Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins, Anderson’s
Farm Market, Dandy Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s
Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s,
Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History
Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria,
Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: March 21, 2018 for the March
29, 2018 issue.

March 25 - Sunday

The American Legion Family
Breakfast Buffet, Sunday, March 25th
from 8 - 11 a.m. Veteran and Senior
Discounts available. Omelets available. Proceeds from the breakfast are
used toward the many Veteran and
Community Service Projects of the
American Legion Family

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be March 29, 2018.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is March 21, 2018.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
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207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your
Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Sold on Cortland County!

ALBANY, 03/13/18 -- State Senator James L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref –
Oneonta) met today in Albany with American Legion representatives
from throughout the 51st Senate District, including Mike McDermott
from Homer Post 465. The meeting was part of the American Legion
Department of New York annual legislative day.
“Our proud servicemen and women make great sacrifices defending
our rights and freedoms,” said Senator Seward. “I was pleased to discuss their concerns and learn more about legislation supported by the
American Legion. Now it’s my turn to go to work for our veterans and
take action on measures that will better their lives – they’ve earned that
consideration and so much more.”
Senator Seward is a long-standing supporter of veteran issues,
recently advocating for a new career assistance program to connect
veterans with jobs. The proposal, included as part of the senate’s Jobs
and Opportunity Agenda, would create a veterans career assistance
program within the SUNY and CUNY system to assist veterans with
resume writing and employment placement services. Another measure
would allow the rewarding of high school diplomas based upon military
experience to any veteran who has served in active duty and was honorably discharged but was unable to complete their schooling.
As the state budget debate intensifies, Senator Seward will be advocating for funding to support vital programs important to veterans cut
from the governor’s budget proposal.

AARP Has Volunteer
Opportunities
The Cortland County Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) offers the
following opportunities to volunteer for people who are at least age 55.
MENTORS are needed as role models for school-aged children and teens. You
spend about 2 hours a week with a young person in public settings. Patience,
good listening skills, positive role model traits, and transportation are required.
Training provided, and background checks are required.
NURSE: There is a need for a volunteer nurse to check blood pressure for
clients of the Cortland County Area Agency on Aging at the Senior Center in
either Truxton on the
first Thursday of the
month from 8:30-9:30
AM or in Marathon on
the first and/or fourth
Wednesday of the
month from 11:0011:30.
Additionally,
nurses are needed
periodically, generally
once/month or once/
year, for blood pressure checks at other
Senior Centers in the
county.
Volunteer
nurses can select
where in the county
you are willing to help
provide this service.
If you are at least age
55 and would like to
volunteer or would
like more information
about these and other
volunteer opportunities, contact RSVP
at 607-753-5057 or
rsvp@cortland-co.org.

EASTER

@ Grace Christian Fellowship

Saturday, March 31st
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
• Activities for

be ourt
gues

Kids & Youth
• Building Tours
• Free Food
• Music

www.gcfcortland.org
1250 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY 13045
607-749-3233 - oﬃce@gcfcortland.org
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Homer History

Phoenix Hardware
Manufacturing Company

By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

And Be It Further Ordained
Both the Town and the Village of Homer
have complete sets of Minutes of their
respective Boards. The Minutes reveal the
kind of ordinances passed for the welfare
and safety of the municipality’s inhabitants. Of special interest are the handwritten
Minutes and ordinances that were passed in
the nineteenth century. By way of example,
here are the actions taken by the Village’s
administration on June 22, 1849. They
provide insights as to the problems and
concerns of the day.
The Board of Trustees met pursuant to
adjournment at O. Bowen’s Mansion House
Present -- Edward C. Reed, Oren Bowen,
-- Jacob Sanders Jr & William L. Sherman.
The Com [mittee] appointed to draft the
Village ordinances presented the following
codes which were acted upon separately &
passed unanimously, viz.
Homer Village Ordinances
Sec. 1. Be it ordained, that Jedediah Barber,
Samuel B. Woolworth, Oliver Glover,
Samuel Pierce and Sylvester Nash be Fire
Wardens & Oren Bowen, Chief Engineer,
and Franklin Miller, Assistant Engineer of
the Fire Department for the Village of
Homer.
Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, that any person who shall disobey the orders of a Fire
Warden or Engineer at any Fire shall for
such offence forfeit and pay the sum of one
dollar [estimated equivalence of $4,000 in
today’s currency – See, money went further
back then].
Sec. 3. And be it further ordained, that no
person or persons shall permit his or her
Cattle, Horses,
Geese, Sheep or Swine to run at large
within the Corporation of said Village of
Homer and that every person offending
against said ordinance shall for Each and
Every offence forfeit and pay the sum of
one dollar, and if any of the above named
animals are found running at large in said
Village they shall be liable to be impounded
in the Village Pound, and said animal or animals shall be kept by the Pound Master until
the fine above imposed upon each animal,
and the cost of impounding and the charge
for keeping, and five cents on a dollar for
receiving and paying over the fine, shall be
paid by the owner, or until the same shall be
sold to pay the same fine, costs and charges
of such sale.
Sec. 4. And be it further ordained, that
Oren Bowen be Pound Master; and that the
Pound Master be entitled to the same fees as
are designated by the 61st section of Article
4, Chap. 11, Part 1, of the Revised Statutes,
Second Edition.

horses, cow or cows, or team, except in
necessarily crossing the same upon the
sidewalk, shall forfeit and pay the sum of
one dollar for each and every offence.
Sec. 7. And be it further ordained, that all
running or racing of horses in the streets of
said Village, or riding or driving horse or
horses for amusement, on the public Green
shall be prohibited under the penalty of
five dollars for each and every offence.
Sec. 8. And be it further ordained, that any
person or persons, willfully or maliciously
doing any injury to the public or town
pumps, ladders, or other property belonging to the Corporation [Village], injuring
or destroying any tree or trees upon the
public green, or along the sides of the
streets, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one
dollar over and above the damages done to
such property.
Sec. 9. And be it further ordained, that all
filth, rubbish, wood or lumber which may
be found in the street in front of the premises, occupied by any person or persons
in said Village, shall be removed by said
person or persons, on being required by the
Trustees, or any person acting under their
authority; and in case of neglecting to do
so, said person or persons shall forfeit and
pay such sums as shall be expended by the
Trustees in removing the same.
Sec. 10. And be it further ordained, that the
occupant of any slaughter house or yard
in the Village shall not leave, deposit, or
suffer any offensive matter, such as offal,
blood, flesh, or other filthy matter, or
anything liable to become filthy, to remain
in or about said house or yard or in the
river, so that the same shall produce any
unwholesome scent, or in any way endanger the health of any of the inhabitants of
said Village on pain of forfeiting and paying $5.00 for each and every offence.
Sec. 11. And be it further ordained, that
every person bathing in the Pond or River
within the Corporation between sunrise
and one hour after sundown shall forfeit
and pay one dollar for each and every
offence.
Sec. 12. And be it further ordained, that no
person shall be allowed to draw any hand-

This single ratchet bit brace is marked on the chuck, "Phoenix Hdwe. Mfg. Co.,
Homer, NY." This company may have been related to the "Phoenix Bit Brace Co."
listed in the EAIA Directory of American Toolmakers as existing in Buffalo, NY from
before 1877 through 1886. The brace is interesting in that it is marked with the
single patent date of March 6, 1906. On this date three sequential patents were
awarded to William A. Peck of Jersey City, NJ. The first (#814318, Pearson "NS")
was for a head for bit stocks that included a slot head screw at the top of the cup
handle, attaching same to the shaft. The second (#814319, Pearson, "NS") was
for a ratchet mechanism that also involved a slotted screw accessed through the
top of the ratchet housing. The final patent (#814320, Pearson, "NS") was for a
jaw mechanism that included a spring jaw opener with a movable block fulcrum at
the base of the jaws. The brace shown here incorporates all three patents.
With an apparent dearth of information about the Phoenix Hdwe. & Tool Co. of
Homer, NY, and a single brace displaying three apparently rare patents, this is a
treasured brace.
cart or hand-wagon upon the sidewalks in
the Village, or use a wheel-barrow upon
the sidewalks; or roll hoops or stones upon
the sidewalks in the Village, under the
penalty of one dollar for each and every
offence.
Sec. 13. And be it further ordained, that all
disorderly assemblages of persons, and all
vulgar and profane, or obscene language or
conduct in any street or public place, and
all loud hallooing [shouting that attracts
attention] in the streets or on the public
Green in the evening, are forbidden; and
any guilty of either of the said offences
shall forfeit and pay the sum of three dollars.
Sec. 14. And be it further ordained, that
no person shall keep in any building or
other place in the Village, without special
permission from the Trustees, over ten
pounds of [gun] powder under penalty of
five dollars for each and every offence.

Benson
Davis Insurance
xÎÓxÊ,ÕÌiÊÓn£ÊUÊiÀ]Ê 9ÊUÊÈäÇÇ{Î£È{

By Order of the Board
E. C. Reed President
Voted. That E. C. Reed & Wm. L. Sherman
be a committee to get the Ordinances and
Certificates of Membership for the fire
companies printed.
The Committee on Fire Buckets made their
report which was accepted.
Voted. That Wm. L. Sherman and Jacob
Sanders Jr be a committee to put the
Corporation Pump in repair.
Adjourned
Homer June 22, 1849
Henry B. Burr Clerk

Post Frame
Steel Frame
Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, that any person who shall be guilty of firing any gun,
pistol, squib [a small firework that burns
with a hissing sound before exploding] or
[fire] cracker, in any of the streets, alleys,
or on the Public Green, except on the 4th of
July, without a written permission from the
President [Village Mayor], shall forfeit and
pay the sum of one dollar.
Sec. 6. And be further ordained, that if any
person or persons shall obstruct the side or
cross-walks of said Village by laying or leaving any lumber, wood, stone, or any other
substance, or by hitching a horse or horses,
or leaving any team, so as to obstruct or
impede the free passage along the same,
or riding, leading, or driving any horse or

All powder shall be kept in tin canisters,
and every person weighing any powder by
candle or other artificial light, shall forfeit
and pay the sum of one dollar for each and
every offence.

Marjorie, Linda, Lee, Stephanie, Annette and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto U Home U Business U Contractors U Recreational Vehicles

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC
137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239
Big or Small We Tackle It All

The Homer News •March15, 2018 • 5

6 .March 15, 2018 • The Homer News

"%%  ( (&+
Senator Seward Visits Homer

0,
Announces Proposed
Changes to Arson Law

Sen. Seward describes the proposed amendments to the NYS Arson statute as
Capt. Derksen of the Cortland Co. Sheriff's Department, District Attorney Patrick
Perfetti, Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman, Homer Fire Chief Mahlon Irish Jr., and
former Homer Fire Chief Robert Johnson look on.
Police Chief Pitman spearheaded the drive to get the arson statute changed
after the fire that took Dewayne Block's life. He was joined by D.A. Perfetti and the
Sheriff's Department along with the Homer fire Department to urge a change in the
laws pertaining to arson.

The Homer Fire Dept. presented Sen. Seward with an HFD
shirt, hat and pen.

Senator Seward gets a "birds eye view" of the site of the 2016 fire that took the
life of Mr. Block (photo taken from the offices of WXHC radio)

recreation news
Registration is open for Tee-Ball and Cathy Stage Softball.
Please visit: villageofhomer.recdesk.com
Easter Egg Hunt: Village Green, March 31st. The hunt beings 12pm sharp
when the fire horn sounds. There is $20 worth of gold and silver coins to be
found!
Arts & Crafts March - 17th: Geared towards grades K - 2 but anyone is welcome. This is a free program. Drop in any time, stay as long as you want!
Activities are fairly mess free and generally will not involve paint. There will be
themes to follow but feel free to craft as you please!
Questions? Contact the Recreation Director.
Senator James L. Seward met with members of the Cortland County chapter of the New
York Farm Bureau to discuss the impact of the governor’s proposed budget and additional priorities. From left, Hal McCabe (Homer), Matthew Kemak (Marathon), Senator
Seward.

ALBANY, 03/06/18 -- State Senator James L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref – Oneonta) met
this week with local producers and advocates for farming during the New York
Farm Bureau’s “Taste of New York” legislative reception and annual lobby days
in Albany.
“Agriculture is our state’s number one industry and I always stand ready to
work with our New York Farm Bureau members to ensure farming will continue to be a viable business,” said Senator Seward. “Along with sampling the
many foods and beverages that are produced in our state, the annual lobby
days are a great opportunity to learn from farmers and producers about their
changing needs and how best the state can respond to help them succeed.”

Zack Pollak
607-749-0663 (call or text any time)

Jelly Bean Counting Contest: This jar of
jelly beans is waiting for you at the Phillips
Free Library. Take a guess! It's probably more
than you think... We will announce the winner
at the Easter Egg Hunt on the Village Green,
12pm, March 31st.
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Our Readers Write
th
Request Second
Vote
March
20
Homer Pre-K Class
Dear Eligible Homer Pre-k parents,
Last month an info session was held
at Homer Elementary School for parents of eligible pre-k students for the
upcoming 2018-2019 school year. Right
now only one class is planned for 18
students and will again be filled by
a lottery system. At the info session,
Principal McGory urged parents to
advocate for approval by the Homer
Board of Education for a second class.
In an effort to make it to show support
for an additional class, I have created an
email address so interested parents don’t
have to mail a letter or look for contact
info. If you would like to see at least
one additional pre-k class approved
in Homer, please email me at wewanthomerprek@gmail.com. In your email,
please include your name, address, and
how many children you have who could
attend. I will collect all emails and forward them to the Board of Education.
The Homer pre-k program looks wonderful and I would love my daughter,
and as many of her future classmates
as possible, to have the opportunity to
start her education in the same school
she will spend the rest of her elementary
years. Based on the amount of parents
who filled the elementary school cafeteria last month, I’m not alone in wanting an additional class. Please email to
show your support for Homer pre-k!
Carrie Sipe
Homer

Dear Village of Homer Readers,

On March 20th village elections
will be held. Although this year’s
election is not being contested, your
continued support is very important
to us.
The Trustees and Mayor have balanced our budget for the first time
in some time. We have moved
back into Town Hall; installed
surveillance cameras at our parks
and critical facilities in an effort
to reduce vandalism; improved
transparency with live video
streaming of our board meetings;
added to our web page to include
“Report a Problem” button and
our latest “Recreation” sign up
button. We have increased communications to you through The
Homer News and WXHC radio in
our continued efforts to facilitate
openness in what your Village
government is doing.
We seek your continued support
and feedback to follow through on
the success of our current efforts to
make Homer a great place to live
and to pursue new opportunities to
make it even better.
Please vote on Tuesday March
20th.
Thank you,
Ed Finkbeiner
Patrick Clune
Trustees

Reader Questions
Garbage Pickup Proposal
To the Editor;
According to a recent news item, the
village has decided to explore its garbage disposal options. I'd like to comment in this regard:
1. Expense: For the sake of taxpayers I hope a comprehensive and thorough cost analysis is conducted to
identify all possible expenses, including but not limited to start-up, shortterm, long-term, hidden, and possible
surprise. Long-term projections of the
new staff benefits package, especially
the necessary health insurance, could
run into serious money, as could
the purchase and maintenance of
proper equipment. When all of these
expenses are compared to a straightforward contract arrangement, a contract could prove more cost-effective
despite what other communities claim
has occurred when they took over the
task of disposal.
2. Aggravation: Creating new positions; arranging for training, continuing education, supervision, and oversight; purchasing and maintaining
equipment; and responding to public
complaints is time-consuming and
often headache-producing; whereas
paying a bill for services rendered and

forwarding complaints to the contractor are pretty easy.
3. Garbage Containers: If the Village
decides to not renew the current
garbage hauling contract, I think it's
important that it negotiate to purchase
the current containers that residents
use. If these containers won't work
with any equipment that the village
purchases, then I think compatible
containers should be purchased for
all households and, if necessary,
homeowners billed. The village has
had a far neater appearance since
the introduction of these containers.
3. Recycling: If the Syracuse Haulers
service is discontinued, how is recycling going to be handled? The village can't be hauling garbage and
recycling with one truck. We should
be supporting recycling, not making it
difficult to do.
I hope the village decision-makers
take the time to thoughtfully and thoroughly investigate this matter to ensure
that whatever action they take will
become both an operational and financial success, rather than an expensive,
failed experiment.
Ruth Lewis

107 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN
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Tickets are available at the following participating locations:
Sheridan's Jewelry
8 Main Street
Cortland, NY
BRU 64
64 Main St.
Cortland, NY
Lime Hollow Nature Center
338 McLean Rd.
Cortland, NY
Homer Men and Boys
11 S Main St.
Homer, NY
Three Lil' Birds Cakery
23 N. Main St.
Homer, NY
YWCA Cortland
14 Clayton Ave.
Cortland, NY
BRIX Pubaria
60 Main St.
Cortland, NY
Cortland Beer Company
16 Court St.
Cortland, NY
Finger Lakes Tasting Room
31 Main St.
Cortland, NY
K & H Motorsports
1813 Little York Crossing Rd.
Little York, NY
Ed Greenblatt's Farmers Insurance
19 N Main St.
Homer, NY
Cortland Diner
117 Main St.
Cortland, NY
Bailey Place Insurance
2 N. Main St.
Cortland, NY

tŚĂƚ͛ƐƐƚŽƉƉŝŶŐĂƐŵŽŬĞƐŚŽƉĨƌŽŵŽƉĞŶŝŶŐŝŶ,ŽŵĞƌ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŶĞĂƌĂƐĐŚŽŽů͍

Saint
Baldrick's

Here's a shot of the Editor/Publisher
getting his beard shaved for St.
Baldrick's.

dŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇǁĞůŝǀĞŝŶŝƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽƵƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝƚƐŚĂƉĞƐƵƐŝŶƐŽŵĞǁĂǇ͘
/ƚΖƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽĐĂƉƚƵƌĞƚŚĞĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌĂŶĚĐŚĂƌŵŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚĂŶĚĞŵďƌĂĐĞƉŽƐŝƟǀĞĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇĨŽƌĨƵƚƵƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘dŚĞŵŽƌĞƚŽďĂĐĐŽŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐŬŝĚƐƐĞĞ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƌĞůŝŬĞůǇƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƚŽƐŵŽŬĞ͘

d&ƌĞĞŽŶĞ͘ŶĞƚ

Thanks to several donors, he raised
over $400 to fight childhood cancer.
Overall donations topped $30,000 at
last count.
The stylist from "Color Me Red" almost
shaved what little hair was left on his
head.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Readers’ Bill of Rights
Everyone needs a Bill of Rights.
Daniel Pennac, a French writer,
came up with one for Readers.
“Reader's Bill of Rights
1. The right to not read
2. The right to skip pages
3. The right to not finish
4. The right to reread
5. The right to read anything
6. The right to escapism
7. The right to read anywhere
8. The right to browse
9. The right to read out loud
10. The right to not defend your
tastes
I firmly believe in the right not
to finish. I discovered this amazing
right when I was in my twenties.
College was behind me, at least
temporarily, and I was reading for
pure pleasure. Yet, I found myself
not reading because I had started this
book I just could not stand and yet
I had this belief that I had to finish
it because I had started it. One day,
I’m looking at other books, yearning to read them and telling myself
I couldn’t because I had to finish
the one I was reading, when a little
voice spoke to me. “Who says?” the
voice said.
It was like someone had thrown
water in my face. I woke up to the
revolutionary idea that no one was
there to make me finish reading
a book I didn’t want to read. Not
finishing books can make you a
much more prolific reader. You’re
not wasting months trying to wade
through a book you hate, while
ignoring all the stuff you’re longing
to read.
This of course, led me to discover
one of the most important reader’s
rights: The right to read more than
one thing at a time. Along with not
finishing a book, I don’t see any
reason I need to finish one before
I start the next. I’m usually reading
at least three books at a time, often
more. There’s always a children’s

March 21st – World Folktales
March 28th – Doreen Cronin’s
Birthday

or teens’ book I’m reading for an
upcoming book club and a book for
myself, maybe an adult fantasy. I
usually have a book of non-fiction
I’m working on, or maybe two. And
I’ve always got a book on writing
with me. This all leads to the corollary – that you have the right carry
as many books with you at any one
time, because you never know which
one you’ll be in the mood to read.
I like to have at least three or four
books with me at any time, making
me a true book bag lady.
You might think a Kindle would
solve this problem, but I still like a
real book. It’s easier to go back and
reread a section, or skip ahead, or
just have a sense of where I am in
the book.
Much to the dismay of many
people who come into the library, I
also believe in the right to read the
end of a book first. If I’m going to
invest time in this story and these
characters, I do not want them all
dying on me at the end. Or worse,
doing something really stupid that
makes me question why I wasted so
much time on them. No, a good book
can be ruined by a bad ending – I
want to know what I’m getting into
ahead of time.
So, write your own bill of rights as
a reader and then come to the library
to exercise them.

MakerSpace in the Wonder and
Discover Center
Our MakerSpace is open every
Wednesday evening from 6 to 7:30
pm. The library’s Knight of the Tech
Table is available to help with using
available technology. In March we
will be featuring the Snap Circuits.
Stop by to learn about electronics
using these fun building blocks.

What’s New at the Library?

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
The Intergenerational Book discussion will meet on Thursday,
March 22nd at 6:00 pm. The group
will be discussing Sylvia and Aki
by Winifred Conkling, the story of
two young girls whose lives intermingle during World War II. Aki,
a Japanese American girl and her
family are sent to an internment
camp during the war. Sylvia, a
young Mexican American girl and
her family run Aki’s family’s farm
for them during the war. Yet, Sylvia
is not allowed to attend the local
school because she isn’t white.
Based on a true story, this middle
grade novel offers a great deal of
history for us to learn from. Please
join us for this discussion open to
those in 4th grade through adults.
The first six youth to register for the

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss
Martsje is on Wednesday mornings
at 10:30 am. This fun program is for
children from infants to pre-school
age. There are no programs on snow
days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
March 21st – Cars and Trucks
March 28th – (Lady) Bugs
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is every
Wednesday from 3:25 pm to 4:15
pm that school is in session. This
is a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no programs on snow days or school holidays.

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program,
includes a robotics component
using Cubelets for K- 6th graders and an electronics invention
component using Little Bits for
3rd through 6th graders. These programs are funded by a generous
donation from a community member. TEchExplorers meet twice a
month for K- 6th graders to build
with Little Bits and Cubelets. There
will be a meeting on Tuesday,
March 27th from 4:30 until 5:30
pm. Space is limited to 12 children.
Sign up starts a week prior to the
program.
LEGO Club
Lego Club will meet Monday,
March 26th from 4-5 pm. This
meeting is for children in 3rd – 5th
grades.

discussion will receive a free copy
of the book. Please remember that
by signing up and receiving the free
book, you are committing to attend
the discussion. Books for youth
are provided for through a grant
from the Community Foundation
of Tompkins County’s Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund.
Author Nancy Dafoe
Author Nancy Dafoe will be giving a talk at the library on Thursday,
March 29th at 6:30 pm. Nancy is
the author of the memoir, Iceberg
in Paradise, and of the mystery,
You Enter a Room. She will talk
about her writing process and techniques for writing both mysteries
and memoir.
Teen Writers’ Group
The writers’ group is made up
of 9th through 12th graders. Teen
writers meet on Thursdays from
3:30 to 5 pm, except for the first
Thursday of the month when they
meet from 4-5 pm. The Writers’
Group does not meet on any days
school is closed. Starting in March
the group will be writing children’s
stories.
Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your
Nook, Kindle, or iPad? Want to try
checking out an emagazine from
Zinio, now available on our website? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers
help you. They are available
Mondays from 3:30 -5 pm to help
you with your technology needs.
Board of Trustees Meeting
In March the library board will be
meeting on Monday, March 19th at
7 pm in the Wonder and Discovery
Center. Meetings are open to the
public.
For more information about any
of our programs call 749-4616 or
check out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

Lancaster Hams
for Easter
Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 6 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY



by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html
8b18

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Pat Hill Community Building

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

5a18
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Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12c17

12b17

3b15

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

607.756.4307

Homer, NY 13077

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org
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(607) 749-5649
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607-423-1851

$15 for 1 issue
$85.50 for 6 issues


Don Ferris

email your ad to:
editor@thehomernews.com

10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

credit card payments accepted

DOWN
1. Tucked in
2. Supernatural life force
3. Indiana Jones
4. Cancel an edit, pl.
5. Logic-based puzzle
6. Icelandic epic
7. *Sign of a Spring Break trip
8. Volcano near Nagano
9. Major European river
10. Knife wound

&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

THE HOMER NEWS

THEME: SPRING BREAK
ACROSS
1. Out of whack
6. Greek H
9. Goodness gracious!
13. Swahili or Zulu
14. “Was ist ____?”
15. *What speakers do
16. Concluded
17. Chain letters
18. “A Doll’s House” playwright
19. *____ Beach
21. Take advantage of an opportunity
23. *Spring Break beach alternative
24. *Resort island in Indonesia
25. Web robot
28. Tangerine plus grapefruit
30. Canine’s coat
35. “The Three Faces of ____,”
pl.
37. Mound
39. Idealized image
40. Polly to Tom Sawyer
41. *South Padre Island, ____
43. Jason’s vessel
44. Intangible storage
46. Jamie Fraser’s tartan
47. Hurries
48. Heavy lifting injury
50. “In your dreams!”
52. *”Where the Boys ____,”
movie
53. Perfect houseplant spot
55. Clinton ____ Rodham
57. *Tough to raise?
61. *Like typical Spring Break
traveler
65. *Desired forecast
66. Sylvester to Tweety
68. Show opposition
69. Smoke detector, e.g.
70. Flying saucer acronym
71. Make laugh
72. Same as island
73. School org.
74. Everyone but clergy

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV

This Could Be YOUR
Business Card Ad

Publication Schedule

VOL

ISS

PUB DATE

DEADLINE

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
11. Domain
12. Say you didn’t do it
15. *In two pieces
20. *____ life
22. *In high demand during Spring Break
24. With two axes
25. *Top destination
26. Immature ovum
27. Pavarotti, e.g.
29. Potato’s soup mate
31. Wet nurse
32. Shriver or Sharapova
33. Leaf-eating moth
34. ____ tooth
36. Render speechless
38. Buddies
42. Time on the job
45. Take weapon away
49. Lungful
51. Like medieval European society
54. Reduce pressure
56. Possible allergic reaction
57. Antioxidant-rich berry
58. Misfortunes
59. ____ Madrid
60. Taxi payment
61. Roofed colonnade
62. Red carpet purse
63. What birds do
64. Three pointer
67. Away from the bow

$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
Solution to
March 1
Puzzle

HANDYMAN SERVICES

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICELawn Mowing, Landscaping, Mulching,
Spring Cleanups, Junk Removal,
Driveway Sealing, Cleanouts Houses
Barns, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure
Washing Houses Decks, Painting,
Staining, Much More. Fully Insured,
Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676.
3b18

1.64 Acres bordering Grout Brook,
Scott. Private premiere trout fishing.
Small designer home, large workshop,
magical guesthouse, orchard. $119K
607-749-5122
4a18

A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year for 1st Class
Mail. Call 749-2613

WANTED TO BUY
WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.
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Tom Knobel -- one taken in Syracuse
and one of him as Chief of HFD.
Tom reportedly painted the original
Homer Hardware mural on the wall on
Wall Street.
In addition, Knobel painted a backdrop of "The Old Village Green"
based on Homer's Green for use at
the Keator Opera House on the third
floor of the Barber Block.
Then it was reported to have been
moved to the stage of the Town Hall
when that building was built in 1908.
What happened to it after that is not
known. Time probably had a deteriorating effect on Knobel's handiwork.

Original photos in Greg Reed's collection.
These copies were provided by Kathy
Beardsley.

@ GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Sunday Mornings 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery & Grace KIDS (infants through 5th grade)

EASTER WEEKEND
MARCH 31
APRIL 1

Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning

Nursery & TOTS (infants

6:30 p.m.
9 & 10:30 a.m.
- 4 years available)

www.gcfcortland.org
1250 Fisher Ave., Cortland, NY
607 -749 -3233

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!

We at Yaman Real Estate take pride in the rich history of our
community and wanted to share some of that with you.
In the coming weeks we will run a series of weekly trivia
questions. Please email your answers to info@yaman.com to
be entered to win a $100 gift card at your favorite Local
restaurant. Our first drawing will be held April 16th. Good
Luck!
In 1889, Chester Wickwire completed construction of his house, now
known as the 1890 House Museum.
How much did it cost him to build?
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

On Cocoa Beach in 2016. The publisher wishes he were
there now!

