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Easter Egg Hunt On the Village Green
Saturday, March 31 at Noon
Don't Be Late
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Around Town
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

Financial Planning
for
Long Term Services
Panel Discussion
Tuesday 4/3/18 1:30-2:30pm
Planning for the future is important
and the process can be confusing.
Learn about long term care services and support options and how
Medicare, Medicaid and long term
care insurance can supplement
your income and assets in paying
for long term care. This panel will
include Marcie A. Finlay Esq., Sarah
Hazard (Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging, NYS Certified
Health Insurance Counselor),
and Cynthia VanPatten-Young
(NY Connects). Please join us
for this free event hosted by the
Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Caregiver Resource Center,
in Room B40 of the County Office
Building, 60 Central Ave. Cortland.
Call (607)753-5060 to register.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2018 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town Office,
Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins, Anderson’s
Farm Market, Dandy Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s
Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s,
Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History
Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria,
Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: April 4, 2018 for the April 12,
2018 issue.

APRIL 9 - MONDAY
The Homer Sennightly Literary Club
will meet at 39 North Main St., Homer,
at 7 PM on April 9. Guest speakers are local authors: Sally Kamerling,
Jen Jones and Jane O'Shea. They will
be discussing their books and offering
insights into creating and developing
their subject matter. Refreshments provided, a short business meeting before
the scheduled program.

CRMC Honors
Community Practitioners
Cortland, NY - In recognition of
National Doctor’s Day (March 30)
as well as in honor of advanced care
practitioners, Cortland Regional
Medical Center will celebrate the
dedication and contributions of two
caregivers in the Cortland community at its annual physician recognition event on Thursday, March 29th.
The physician recognition awards are
presented to members of the medical
staff who are dedicated to excellence in patient care, have given significant service to Cortland Regional
Medical Center and the community,
and who have demonstrated continued academic effort. This year’s
event will recognize Physician of
the Year,Hasan Zakariyya, M.D. and
Advanced Practice Professional of
the Year, Donna Gardner, FNP-C.
Dr. Zakariyya, a member of Cortland
Regional’s hospitalist team since
2010, works as a nocturnist specializing in internal medicine and
endocrinology. He divides his time
between his own endocrinology
practice, CRMC and a larger healthcare facility. Compared to the larger
hospital, Cortland Regional offers
him, “a smaller, friendlier environment where I get to meet the community and work closely with my
team.” Dr. Zakariyya also enjoys the
clinical challenges available to him,
noting that “with a smaller, dedicated team, I have the opportunity for
more hands-on work and problem
solving.”
Surprised and honored to receive
this award, Dr. Zakariyya said,
“Working at night you don’t expect

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be March 29, 2018.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is March 21, 2018.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
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to be recognized. You just do your
work, you’re a bit out of sight, out
of mind. I am very honored to be
recognized by my colleagues.”
For more than 46 years, Advanced
Practitioners have played an invaluable role on the medical teams
at Cortland Regional. Honoree
Donna Gardner, FNP-C, from US
Acute Care Solutions, has served
the Cortland community for over
25 years. For the past ten years she
has worked in Cortland Regional’s
emergency department and beginning in 2008, has divided her time
between the ED and the hospitalist
team. Gardner is “truly humbled to
have received this award and honor,
given all of the incredible talent at
Cortland Regional.”
Born and raised in Lisle, Donna has
maintained a deep connection to her
roots and her community through
the care of her patients. Gardner
enjoys her work at CRMC because
her patients are the members of her
community and her team, “my family. While it might be a little cliché,
I’m a local girl who belongs in the
local hospital.”
The awards dinner will be held
at Greek Peak Mountain Resort.
During the evening, Mary Ellen
Bloodgood, Cortland Memorial
Foundation Board of Directors, will
recognize the following providers
for their years of service to the local
community:


35 years: In Whan Oh,
M.D.
CRMC continued on page 3

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE
607 749-7400
207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY
Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your
Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

CRMC

From the Archives....

continued from page 2









30 years: Robert
Castellanos, M.D.
25 years: Nicholas Biondi,
D.O.
15 years: Cindy Johnson,
M.D.; G. Michael Maresca,
M.D.; Terence Schumpert,
.D.; Anna Maria Garcia,
M.D.; Kirwin Gibbs, M.D.
10 years: Michael
Makayan, M.D.; Alexandra
Wesley, M.D.
5 years: Henry David,
D.O.; Robert-Arne
Sullivan, M.D.; Deborah
Warner, N.P.

A special posthumous recognition will be paid to Dr. R. Wayne
Cotie by Dr. Kirwin Gibbs, CRMC
Medical Staff President.
“This is a wonderful opportunity to
recognize and bring to life the unsung
efforts of these remarkable individuals,” said Dr. Douglas Rahner, vice
president for medical services and
family physician for Family Health
Network and 2017 physician of the
year honoree.
A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year for 1st Class
Mail. Call 749-2613

.
..
.
1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

EASTER

@ Grace Christian Fellowship

Saturday, March 31st
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
• Activities for

be ourt
gues

Sold on Cortland County!

Kids & Youth
• Building Tours
• Free Food
• Music

www.gcfcortland.org
1250 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY 13045
607-749-3233 - oﬃce@gcfcortland.org
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Our Readers Write
Thank You Voters
We want to thank the voters who came out last Tuesday to vote in the village
election. We will continue to promote open transparent government and continue working to make Homer a great place to live and work.
Thank You,
Ed Finkbeiner
Patrick Clune

Can You Identify the
"Unknowns" In This Picture?

From the Archives....
The Homer History Center Collections Committee is seeking help identifying these unknown members of this Homer baseball team. If anyone
is able to solve this mystery of the unknowns in this photograph, please
stop at the Center Fridays or Saturdays 10-2 and share your knowledge.
The number of visitors to the Homer History Center (Key Bank) increases each week as many residents and visitors come into the Center
to share photographs, stories or to seek historical information about
early families and businesses that have been a part of the village.
The Center is staffed by knowledgeable volunteers. Training and historical
information is provided to each novice volunteer. Please let Kathy know if
you would are interested in volunteering a couple of hours.

Benson
Davis Insurance
xÎÓxÊ,ÕÌiÊÓn£ÊUÊiÀ]Ê 9ÊUÊÈäÇÇ{Î£È{

Post Frame
Steel Frame
Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

@ GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Sunday Mornings 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery & Grace KIDS (infants through 5th grade)

EASTER WEEKEND
Saturday Evening, March 31, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning, April 1, 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery & TOTS (infants - 4 years available)

Marjorie, Linda, Lee, Stephanie, Annette and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto U Home U Business U Contractors U Recreational Vehicles

www.gcfcortland.org
1250 Fisher Ave., Cortland, NY
607-749-3233

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC
137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239
Big or Small We Tackle It All
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Readers Follow Up to “Remember When…?”
Two issues ago, this column asked
the question “Remember When?”
and encouraged readers to provide
their reminiscences about Homer
in bygone days. They did just that,
and I am so appreciative because
it satisfied my addiction to all
things nostalgic. My neighbor, Al
Butler, reminded me of the bridge on
Hooker Avenue that allowed pedestrians and motorists to cross over
the railroad tracks. Mrs. Betty St.
Peter of Scott phoned in her recollection of the Homer Jones’ Feed
Mill fire that ended that business.
She claims the fire was around midnight on February 7, 1959. She said
she remembers because it was her
wedding day. Charles “Bud” Jermy
remembered walking with his parents from their home on King Street
over to North Fulton Street to see the
damage. Carolyn (Miller) Dorn of
Cortland mailed a photocopy of an
ad for Brown’s Dairy Bar and this
note: “Great trip down memory lane
in the last Homer News! Thought I’d
add Brown’s Dairy Bar at the intersection of Cortland St. (south end)
and Homer-Cortland Road. Open
from about 1950 to about 1958 and
ran by my dad. Crandall’s Towing
Service was right next door.”
Two others, who admitted to having
“been around for a while,” took the
time to provide letters with engaging recollections. They were “Jaff”
Harris and Donald Lawson. Below,
you will find the content of Mr.
Harris’ wonderful letter. You will
have to wait until the next issue to
enjoy Mr. Lawson’s equally delightful stories from the past. It is with
gratitude to these readers that I
share their information with fellow
lovers of local history and lore.
From Jaff Harris:
Perhaps I can add a little to your trip
down memory lane.
The popular diner just north of Bill’s
Sunoco was “The 281 Diner” owned by
my uncle Merwin “Merv” Randall. He
and Eddie Fellows began it (I think after
WW2), and after some time Eddie left.
In the ‘40s when I and my friends were
teenagers, Merv had owned a gas station on the N/W corner of S. Main and
Copeland across from Jerry Crozier’s
Gunroom, currently a welding materials supply business. Merv’s son Robert
“Bud” ran the station after school at night
and was Crozier’s night watchman…so
to speak. After closing the station, Bud
sometimes let two or three of us in the
Gunroom to make sure all was well.
The collection of Japanese, German,
and Italian weapons from World War II
was staggering…and a delight to touch
or handle. There were dirks, swords,
pistols, machine guns, flags, mortars,
etc. – all of which are nowadays worth
a fortune to collectors.

Well, back to the 281 Diner. It did a
large “after-hours” business during the
late Forties and the Fifties. It was the
watering hole we went to after a hard
day’s night at the Charles Restaurant
in Cortland, listening to jazz from the
likes of Charles Lines, Ted Hicks,
Gordon Huntington, Jim Darby, et al.
A classmate, John Kile, was counterman at the diner. We used to marvel
at his efficiency. From one end to the
other, he was never empty handed and
always in motion. We left all this at the
outset of the Korean War. When the
diner became unprofitable, Uncle Merv
changed it into a coin laundromat. He,
also, opened a gift shop and converted
his repair bay into a liquor store. This
was in the ‘60s.

the establishment. Amazing what a
conversation between “old guys” will
bring out.
I vaguely remember a baseball field on
N. Main. It was called Eldredge Field
and owned by Mr. Eldredge who operated a sand and gravel dredging business. Bill Dillon said he and his cohorts
played there. This was long before
Hudson Street and the Homer Braves,
I think. The field was in the area of
the present Roy Crandall business. I
think Mr. Eldredge is responsible for
Casterline Pond and Briggs Pool.
To be continued in the next issue with
the letter from Don Lawson
Carolyn Dorn provided this ad with
an image of Brown's Dairy Bar, at
the intersection of S. Main St. and
Cortland St, where the I 81 ramp
is now.

Yes, there was a gas station where
Origins now stands. Among others, it
was operated by Paul Stoker in the
late Fifties.
Also, in the vicinity of the Route 81 off
ramp [onto South Main] was a new
building intended for the Nash auto
dealership…Briggs Bros., I think. It
became a farm implement store. Also
in that area was Brown’s Dairy, an ice
cream and sandwich establishment.
And, yes, Roy Crandall’s business was
there.
North of the James Street Agway building and next to the railroad siding was
the building material supply store of
Maxon and Starin that my father Curtis
Harris managed for many years during the Depression. After World War I,
Curtis had worked at the Dairymen’s
League milk plant (Northeast corner of
the school on Clinton Street). During
his employment at the milk plant, Curt
invented a machine to wash milk cans.
It worked beautifully. Old Dr. Kelley
bought his plans, patented them, and
thus sent his son Dr. Kelley to medical
school – or so the story goes!
I was a North Main Street kid. We lived
next to Factory Brook on a mini-farm
that was bound by two waterways –
the Brook and the Tioughnioga River.
No better place to play for young boys
– water and East Hill. The demarcation where Factory Brook emptied into
the Tioughnioga was plain to see. The
brook was ice cold and the river was
pee warm from Little York Lake. Across
from the brook on the east side of the
river was a favorite swimmin’ ‘ole. It
was called “The Deep” and featured a
small boulder where we played “King
on the Mountain.” There were the
usual turf wars between older and
younger boys. We were the younger.
The older guys would sneak up on the
wooded hillside and throw rocks at us
until we left. Or, they would sometimes
grab our clothes, soak them and then
tie them in tight knots. Unknotting
them was called “Chaw raw beef.”
We learned to keep an eye on the
hillside…something akin to Meer cats
perhaps.
Further north on Main Street’s west
side was a small luncheonette named
“Meades” where we could buy small
paper cups of ice cream. Under the lid
was a photo of some cowboy or movie
star. A conversation last year with Dale
Hallstead revealed his family owned

Photo supplied by Jaff Harris showing the entrance to the
Victory Market on Main St. in 1942 announcing rationing.
Building now occupied by Homer Men and Boys store.

Come one! Come all! Homer P.T.O.
to Host a Family “Parlor Game.”
The P.T.O. at Homer Elementary
School will host a BINGO fundraiser
on Wednesday, April 4th at 6 P.M. It
is open to the whole family. Principal
McGory will be the caller. Cards are 25
cents each, and participants are asked to
bring a roll of pennies or loose change
to use for “chips.” This will be a great
way for 21st century families to gather
together for what 19th century families
would have called “parlor games.”
In the days before radio, television
and video games, family entertainment
consisted of “parlor games.” These
were simple activities that required no
specialized equipment. For example,
a blindfold was needed to play “Blind
Man’s Bluff.” One family member or
guest was blindfolded, and everyone
scattered around the parlor (livingroom). The “blind man” had to find
them and identify the person caught
without looking. The one correctly identified became “it” for the next round of
the game. “Charades” was quite popular
in Victorian America, and a deck of
playing cards came into use for a variety of card games.
“Bingo” is a popular board game today,
and board games were popular in
the nineteenth century. Checkers and
chess were more popular board games
then than today but have never fallen
out of favor as family games. “Nine
Man’s Morris” was similar to “Tic-TacToe.” This game and “Fox and Geese”
required players to capture an opponent’s pieces to win.
Sold as “An Instructive Moral and
Entertaining Amusement,” “The
Mansion of Happiness” saw play-

ers moving their pieces about a board
marked with “vices” and “virtues.” At
each landing spot were instructions that
required the player to advance the piece
further (virtues) or sent the piece backwards (vices). The goal was to arrive
at “The Mansion of Happiness” in the
center of the board -- and be the winner.
Families had fun while receiving “character education.”
“Bingo” can trace its origins back to
a similar board game played in Italy
in 1530. It spread through France and
Germany until it became a 19th century
means of teaching children spelling,
animal names and multiplication tables.
In America, in the early 1920s, Hugh J.
Ward standardized the game at carnivals
in Pennsylvania. He copyrighted it and
published a rule book in 1933.
The game was further popularized by
Edwin Lowe after he saw people eagerly playing a game called "Beano" following Ward's rules, with dried beans,
a rubber stamp, and cardboard sheets.
Lowe took the game to New York where
friends liked playing it. According to
lore, one of Lowe's friends was so
excited to have won a game that she
yelled out "Bingo" instead of "Beano,"
and the rest is history. By the 1940s
there were Bingo sets throughout the
U.S. for organizations, churches, and
families to play -- like the families who
will gather to enjoy this family “parlor
game” on April 4 at 6 P.M. at the school
on Homer’s Historic Green. There will
be a variety of prizes to win in addition to coffee, pie, milk and cookies for
snacks. Family fun for everyone!
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Cub Scouts Celebrate With Awards

Tiger Den (First Graders) for Pack 85 as they receive their Tiger patches

On February 26th, Pack 85 Cub Scouts celebrated 108 years
of Scouting with their annual Blue & Gold celebration at Bonne
Auditorium in Homer Intermediate School.
The Scouts work very hard all year to earn their adventure
loops and ultimately to receive their patches by this event.
Each den moved up in rank and received their patches with
ceremonies, skits and songs.
All 14 of the pack leadership & committee earned patches for
their Journey To Excellence Gold level as well as their training
patches for being 100% trained.
Stacy Hall completed Woodbadge training and received her
neckerchief and beads from the N3-368-17 Wood Badge
Course Director, Jamie Saroka.

The Arrow of Light Den (5th Graders) for Pack 85 recite their poem

Special gifts were given to long time volunteers and Pack 85
supporters Jim & Leah McMullin for their 7 years of dedication. Also, Rick Burt was given a beautiful “Thank you” gift from
the Pack for his support as Cub Master for the last two years.
Rick & Jim will now move up into Troop 85 with their sons as
Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmaster respectively. Ron
Rogers is the new Pack 85 Cub Master. Although he has big
shoes to fill, they are confident he will do a great job.

Photos taken by Mike Brown

Stacy Hall received her Wood Badge Neckerchief & Beads, escorted by her
sons Cameron (Troop 91 McGraw) and Cayleb (Pack 85 Homer)

DONATE TODAY!
2018 Friends of the Center Campaign
r1FSTPOBMBOE4ZTUFNT"EWPDBDZ
t*OEFQFOEFOU-JWJOH4LJMMT
5SBJOJOH
r*OGPSNBUJPOBOE3FGFSSBM
t1FFS$PVOTFMJOH
r/VSTJOH)PNF5SBOTJUJPO
t:PVUI5SBOTJUJPO
XXXBUJDPSUMBOEPSH
r)PNF.PEJàDBUJPOT
$BMM  
Cub Master Rick Burt with his gift from the pack

/PSUI.BJO4USFFU $PSUMBOE /:
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Last day to pay Village Taxes WITHOUT
PENALTY is Monday, April 2, 2018

0,

Lt. Colin Returns to Ithaca With
a Special Honor Guard

Village Offices will be open 8:30 - 4:30 on
Monday, April 2

JOB OPENINGS
TITLE: Clerk Assistant Part-Time
SALARY: $13.50 to $15.50 per hour
depending on education/experience

SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF OF
POLICE
The Village of Homer

LOCATION: Village of Homer
This is a Competitive Position
TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT: PartTime Non-Competitive Civil Service
Appointment
ISSUE DATE: 03/20/18
THE FINAL DATE TO FILE
APPLICATIONS: Open Until Filled
Location of Position/Vacancy:
There is currently one part-time opportunity in the title of Clerk Assistant
located in the Village of Homer. The
work will encompass 15/20 hours per
week and the position pays $13.50
to $15.50 per hour, depending on the
candidate's education/experience. This
position is not in the competitive class
of Civil Service and does not require
testing. The incumbent will serve
at the will of the Mayor and Village
Board. The Clerk Assistant provides
set administrative and financial support
to the Village of Homer Department of
Public Works, Newton Waterworks and
The Village Administrative Office. Work
includes front-line customer service,
data input, report generation, basic
governmental accounting, and further
office assistance as needed
Minimum Qualifications:

Minimum Qualifications:
(a)Graduation from a regionally
accredited college or university or
one accredited by the New York State
Board of Regents to grant degrees
with an Associate degree or higher in
secretarial science or closely related
field and two (2) years of clerical experience which involved the maintenance
of financial accounts and records and
the operation of a computer for wordprocessing, database or spreadsheet
applications; or
(b)Graduation from high school or possession of a high school equivalency
diploma and four (4) years of experience as defined in (a); or
(c)An equivalent combination of training and experience as defined by the
limits of (a) and (b).
Send Civil Service applications to
Cortland Co. Personnel, 60 Central
Ave., Cortland, NY 13045. For more
information go to www.cortland-co.org
, click on Personnel/Civil Service menu
or call 753-5076.

Water Bills

Graduation from high school or possession of a general equivalency diploma and have experience using basic
office equipment.

Water and Sewer bills are being prepared now and are expected to be
mailed by April 2, 2018.

Preferred Qualifications:

Look for the YELLOW post card in the
mail.

Associates degree with a concentration
in business or accounting and 2 years
administrative experience. Experience
using basic office equipment, competency in MS Word and Excel. Excellent
communication and customer service
skills. Ability to exercise strong judgment in handling a wide variety of
issues. A general knowledge of how
municipal governments operate is
desirable.
Send Civil Service applications to
Cortland Co. Personnel, 60 Central
Ave., Cortland, NY 13045. For more
information go to www.cortland-co.org
, click on Personnel/Civil Service menu
or call 753-5076.

If you have any questions about your
bill, you can call the Village Office at
749-3322.
These bills should be somewhat less
than the previous bill, since they reflect
two months of usage. The previous bill
covered between three and four months
of usage due to problems encountered
with installation of some 200 new water
meters.
Water/Sewer bills can be paid in the
Village Office at 31 N. Main St., M-F
8:30 to 4:30. On-line payments may be
paid through the Village's sebsite: www.
homerny,org.
Credit card payments on-line will be
billed a "convenience fee" in additon to
the billed amount.

Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman and Homer Firefighters await the procession
bringing Lt. Colin to his final resting place in Ithaca.

Homer Firefighters salute as the hearse carrying Lt. Colin passes by on its way
to Ithaca.

On September 16, 2016, several hundred people, including police officers, firefighters and other first responders, gathered at Stewart Park in Ithaca to witness
nine year old Colin Hayward Toland fulfill his dream of becoming Ithaca Police
Department’s youngest police officer, a dream that he has had since he was two.
On that same day he was recognized as Homer Police Department’s Officer of the
Year.
Officer Colin rose through the ranks by becoming a sergeant followed by a
lieutenant all at a time that this brave young man was battling brain cancer. Lt.
Colin ended his watch on March 18, 2018 in Memphis, Tennessee. On March
20, Lt. Colin and his family flew into Syracuse from Memphis. The Ithaca Police
Department and multiple other agencies provided the family with a police escort
from the Syracuse airport all the way back to Ithaca. Along the route from Syracuse
to Ithaca, police, firefighters, first responders and regular citizens showed their
respect to this brave young man. RIP Lt. Colin and thank you for your service.

Zoning Board Hearing Scheduled
A public hearing has been scheduled for April 16, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Community Building behind the tennis courts on S. Main Street.
On the agenda is a request for a use variance for 14 S. Main Street.

Village Board Meeting
The April Village Board meeting will be held in the Board Room at Town Hall on
Wednesday, April 11 at 6:00 p.m.
All Village Board meetings are open to the public, and a public comment period is
scheduled at each meeting for the public to comment or ask questions.
Check the Village website: www.homerny.org for the latest information on the
agenda prior to the board meetings.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Imagine a New Story
We cannot create a world we can’t
imagine and
stories are the engines of our imaginations. Josh Stearns

There’s power in stories. I’ve said it
before and I’ll say it again. Stories
can change the world. I’m a writer, a
reader, and a librarian, so, of course,
I believe that. I can site you all kinds
of brain science to try to show why.
How things we learn as stories stick
with us forever. How we learn about
the world, we learn empathy, we
learn hope, through stories. How
what a character learns in a story, we
learn with them. The truth is that stories change us. They have the power
to make us a hero, to make us believe
we can change the world.
The library’s fourth and fifth
grade writers’ group members are currently writing historical and fantasy
stories. The atmosphere in the room,
as I walk around watching them type
away at their stories, is almost electric. There are major battles going on,
dragons marauding across the countryside, slaves running for freedom,
women standing up for their rights. I
can see those stories coming alive in
minds and moving down arms, through
fingers, onto screens. All of those children know something that most of us
adults will deny – that when we read
a story, and especially when we write
one – we are the hero. Some of the
kids, don’t even feel a need to be subtle. They name their protagonist after
themselves, because they know part of
the power of stories is that it makes us
believe we can be a hero, too. We can
change the world and we can do it with
our own story.
Neil Gaiman was once asked
what quote he would choose to decorate the walls of a library’s children’s
room – a quote about stories and words.
He answered – it wouldn’t be a quote at
all. It would be four simple words. The
four words that give all the power to
stories. “…and then what happened?”
And then what happened keeps us turning pages. It keeps us on the edge of
our seats. It keeps us believing in the
next moment, on the next page, in the
next paragraph the protagonist will
win. She will vanquish evil. She will
right a wrong. She will make the world
better. And we, living in her and with
her and through her, will be a hero or
heroine, too.
But “… and then what happened” means something more. It

means that the power of a story is that
it continues, it goes on, it can change,
something new can happen. Where
ever we are in our lives, in history, in
the world, change can happen and we
can be the heroes who make it happen.
We just need to imagine the story, turn
the page, and tell ourselves and the
world what happens next.

What’s New at the Library?

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program,
includes a robotics component using
Cubelets for K- 6th graders and an
electronics invention component using
Little Bits for 3rd through 6th graders. These programs are funded by a
generous donation from a community
member. TEchExplorers meet twice a
month for K- 6th graders to build with
Little Bits and Cubelets. There will be
a meeting on Tuesday, April 3rd from
4:30 until 5:30 pm. Space is limited to
12 children. Sign up starts a week prior
to the program.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Martsje
is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30
am. This fun program is for children from infants to pre-school age.
There are no programs on snow days
or school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
April 4th – Bears
April 11th – Buses and Trains
April 18th – Farms
April 25th – No program – School
Break

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is every
Wednesday from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games,
and songs. There are no programs on
snow days or school holidays.
April 4th – Rainbows
April 11th – Books and Libraries
April 18th – Dinosaurs
April 25th – No program – School
Break

MakerSpace in the Wonder and
Discover Center
Our MakerSpace is open every
Wednesday evening from 6 to 7:30
pm. The library’s Knight of the Tech
Table is available to help with using
available technology. In April we will
be featuring robots. Stop by for some
fun on Wednesday evening.

Author Visit
Writer and educator Nancy Avery
Dafoe will share secrets of creating
the murder mystery novel in her threenovel series, beginning with You Enter
a Room on Thursday, March 29th at
6:30 pm. She will also discuss writing
a memoir about her experience with
her mother’s Alzheimer’s disease from
her book An Iceberg in Paradise: A
Passage through Alzheimer’s. Dafoe
has eight published books and a new
poetry book due out later this year.

LEGO Club
Lego Club will meet Monday, April
9th from 4-5 pm. This meeting is for
children in K-2nd grades.

Mad Scientist Club
K-2nd graders who long to be the next
Bill Nye, the Science Guy, can join our
Mad Scientist’s Club. In April, we’ll
be studying sound. Mad Scientists will
meet on April 10th from 4:30 until
5:15 pm. Sign up begins on April 3rd.
Registration is limited to the first ten
students to sign up. There is a separate registration each month for that
month’s Mad Scientists.

Teatime at the Library
Join us for a celebration of National
Library Week on Thursday, April 12th
at 2 pm. We’ll be having tea and
sharing conversation about our favorite books, stories, and memories. As
Chaim Potok said, “Come let us have
some tea and continue to talk about
happy things.”

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
The Intergenerational Book discussion will meet on Thursday, April 19th
at 6:00 pm. The group will be discussing Cartwheeling in Thunderstorms
by Katherine Rundell, the story of a
young girl who grows up in Africa.
After the farm she grows up on is sold,
she must contend with being sent to

England to boarding school and discovering a new life in a strange land.
Please join us for this discussion open
to those in 6th grade through adults.
The first six youth to register for the
discussion will receive a free copy
of the book. Please remember that
by signing up and receiving the free
book, you are committing to attend
the discussion. Books for youth are
provided for through a grant from the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County’s Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund.

Teen Writers’ Group
The writers’ group is made up of
9th through 12th graders. Teen writers
meet on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 pm,
except for the first Thursday of the
month when they meet from 4-5 pm.
The Writers’ Group does not meet on
any days school is closed. Starting in
March the group will be writing children’s stories.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want to try checking
out an emagazine from Zinio, now
available on our website? Let our Teen
Tech Volunteers help you. They are
available Mondays from 3:30 -5 pm to
help you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
In February, the library board will be
meeting on Monday, April 16th at 7 pm
in the Wonder and Discovery Center.
Meetings are open to the public.

For more information about any
of our programs call 749-4616 or
check out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

107 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
607-423-1851
AMY A. WINTERS, CPA, PLLC

AMY A. WINTERS, CPA, PLLC
Tax Preparation ~ Consulting ~ Bookkeeping ~ Payroll
Email: amy@wintersgroupcpa.com

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Lancaster Hams
for Easter
Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 6 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones



131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

5a18

8b18

12b16

3b15

Homer, NY 13077

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

12c17

12b17

Pat Hill Community Building

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b18

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<


Don Ferris

(607) 749-3314

10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

THE HOMER NEWS

THEME: PERSONAL FITNESS
ACROSS
1. Inscribed pillar
6. Strike caller
9. MADD member, colloquially
13. Conestoga vehicle
14. Salt in cocina
15. Caldecott award
16. Lusitania destroyer
17. School org.
18. Idealized image
19. *Glutes, e.g.
21. *Burnable unit
23. Witch’s work
24. What little piggy did
25. Overall part
28. “____ and shine!”
30. Chew the fat
35. *Lactic ____, cause of sore
muscles
37. Editor’s mark
39. Nary a soul
40. Be dependent
41. Sort of warm
43. Seed cover
44. Capital near Casablanca
46. Embarkation location
47. Oates’ singing partner
48. Second book of Old
Testament
50. Aphrodite’s son
52. Nod
53. Opposite of riches
55. Fleur-de-____
57. *Wearable device
61. Rhinitis or dermatitis
65. Top scout
66. Grade A item in grocery store
68. Actress Davis
69. Alley tom
70. Ciao in the U.S.
71. Finish
72. *Competitive group
73. Ambulance crew
74. *Time between sets, pl.
DOWN
1. *Swim, swam, ____
2. Not to be mentioned
3. Prima donnas’ problems
4. Catfish’s cousin
5. Deciduous horn
6. UPS competitor
7. *Yoga turf
8. There’s none like home?
9. Office communique
10. Month before Nisan
11. Balthasar and Gaspar
12. Plant-derived home remedy
15. “Paradise Lost” poet

SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP
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The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words

20. Be
22. Mandela’s org.
24. Sentimental books and movies
25. *Isometric strength training prop
26. Mountaineer’s tool
27. Baggins of the Shire
29. *Type of aerobics
31. Genesis skipper
32. Maraud
33. Like a feeble old woman
34. *Dumb____ and kettle____
36. Two of a kind
38. Wedding cake layer
42. Funny
45. Ankara country
49. Greek letters on campus
51. *____Sneakers, senior workout programs
54. Freshwater diving bird
56. Rive Droite and Rive Gauche separator
57. T in SAT
58. *Resting heart ____
59. Site of Taj Mahal
60. Chowder mollusc
61. Def Leppard’s “Rock of ____”
62. Singer Stewart and actor Steiger
63. Overabundance
64. Puppy barks
67. *Fitness venue

Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Solution to
March 15
Puzzle

&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICELawn Mowing, Landscaping, Mulching,
Spring Cleanups, Junk Removal,
Driveway Sealing, Cleanouts Houses
Barns, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure
Washing Houses Decks, Painting,
Staining, Much More. Fully Insured,
Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676.
3b18

WANTED TO BUY
WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ARTICLES FOR SALE
BABY STROLLER - 3 WHEEL; Pack
"n Play; car seat; Less than 1 year old.
Call 607-745-1166.
3b18

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1.64 Acres bordering Grout Brook,
Scott. Private premiere trout fishing.
Small designer home, large workshop,
magical guesthouse, orchard. $119K
607-749-5122
4a18

Your Classified Ad
Could Be Here!!
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Marty Stuart to Perform at
C4Arts May 15
GRAMMY Winner Marty Stuart & His
Fabulous Superlatives to perform in
Homer, NY - May 15

ELKS

Tickets on Sale Tuesday, March 27 @
10:00am

RUN

Marty Stuart is a five time GRAMMYwinner, platinum recording artist, Lifetime Achievement Award
recipient from the Americana Music
Association, Grand Ole Opry star,
country music archivist, photographer,
musician, and songwriter.

IS
SATURDAY

Since starting out singing gospel as
a child, Stuart has spent over four
decades celebrating American roots
music. His teenage years on tour with
bluegrass legend Lester Flatt in the
’70s were followed by six years in
Johnny Cash’s band in the ’80s, and
a chart-topping tenure as a solo artist
in the ’90s. Stuart hosts a Late Night
Jam at The Ryman, a yearly tradition which kicks off the CMA Music
Festival, with recent guests including
Dolly Parton, Jerry Lee Lewis, Neko
Case, Eric Church, Chris Stapleton,
Maren Morris, Dan Auerbach and
many more.
Marty Stuart & His Fabulous
Superlatives
The Way Out West Tour
May 15
8:00pm
Center for the Arts of Homer
72 S. Main St.
Homer, NY 13077
877-749-ARTS (2787)
Center4Art.org
Ticket Link: https://center4art.showare.com/martystuart
Tickets range from $40.00 - $45.00
Special VIP Package: $199.00
VIP PACKAGE: THE BIG CHIEF
SPECIAL!
· One (1) front row ticket
· Admission to private pre-show
event in the venue, featuring a two
song performance by Marty and the
Superlatives and question & answer /
storytelling session with Marty and the
band.
· One commemorative limited edition
show poster and one VIP laminate
and lanyard
· Individual photo opportunity with
Marty and band, using tour photographer
· Autograph session with Marty and
band (one item limit due to timing
restrictions)
· Crowd-free merchandise shopping

HOMER

MARCH 31
STILL
TIME
TO
SIGN
UP
- Free Beverage & Concessions Items
Stuart and his band recently won the
award for “Duo/Group of the Year” at
the Americana Music Association’s 16th
Annual Americana Honors & Awards.
Previous winners of this prestigious
award include The Avett Brothers, DriveBy Truckers, and Emmylou Harris &
Rodney Crowell. In 2005 the Americana
Music Association awarded Marty Stuart
with the Lifetime Achievement Award for
Performance.
Marty Stuart & His Fabulous
Superlatives
The Way Out West Tour
May 15
8:00pm
Center for the Arts of Homer
72 S. Main St.
Homer, NY 13077
877-749-ARTS (2787)
Center4Art.org
Ticket Link: https://center4art.showare.com/martystuart

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!

@ GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Sunday Mornings 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery & Grace KIDS (infants through 5th grade)

EASTER WEEKEND
Saturday Evening, March 31, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning, April 1, 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery & TOTS (infants - 4 years available)

www.gcfcortland.org
1250 Fisher Ave., Cortland, NY
607-749-3233

We at Yaman Real Estate take pride in the rich history of our
community and wanted to share some of that with you.
In the coming weeks we will run a series of weekly trivia
questions. Please email your answers to info@yaman.com to
be entered to win a $100 gift card at your favorite Local
restaurant. Our first drawing will be held April 16th. Good
Luck!
In 1958 the average sale price of a home was $11,975.
Today, 60 years later, what is the average sale price of a home
in Cortland County?
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Kevin and Karl Boyden visited their brother Mark in South Florida. They found
time to read the Homer News while fishing in the Everglades.

