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Hospice Dinner to Honor Groups
& Individuals Sept. 28

Pictured are (left to right): Representing organizations honored are: Peg Sweeney & Katie Quinlan from
the Homer Winterfest Committee and Chris Dewey from the Seven Valley Street Rods; Paticia Storrs, past
Cortland Hospice Foundation Treasurer; Capri and Donald King former Cortland Foundation Board members,
Chairs of the Light of My Life Committees. Capri served as Vice President several years and Don led the
Building and Grounds Committee.
In addition to the honoring these supporters of Hospice in Cortland County, the dinner will include a presentation from Jayne the Harp player and music coordinator for Hospicare and Palliative Care, who provides
hospice services for Cortland and Tompkins Counties.
Tickets to the dinner at Tinelli's Hathaway House may be purchased by stopping by the Cortland Hospice
Foundation Office at 11 Kennedy Parkway. Social Hour 5:00 pm. - Program & Dinner 6:00 pm.
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Around Town
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

American Legion 9/11
Caregivers
Support Group: Remembrance Ceremony &
New Time/Place Reception for First Responders

The Homer News is published

Caregivers
Support Group
Come join us! And meet with others
who are also coping with caregiving
issues.

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

The Caregivers Support Group meets
monthly, every 4th Thursday. This is
open to those who provide care and
support for a loved one, friend or
neighbor who is 60 or older.
***NEW TIME & PLACE***
We will be meeting at the Cortland
Regional Medical Center in the
Assembly Room from 7-8pm

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2017 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer
Office, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super
Cream, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Dandy
Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity
Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners,
Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer Village Office,
Antiques on James.

•
Walk-ins are welcome.
•
Sponsored by the Cortland County
Area Agency on Aging.
•
For more information call the
Caregivers Resource Center at (607)
753-5060

More New Water SUNY Cortland:
Meters for Part Wickwire Oral
History Project
of Village
In order to serve you better, the Newton Water
Works will be updating several water meters
within the Village of Homer.
This process requires access to the meter that
is located inside your house.
Please be watching for a letter from Newton
Water Works that will give directions on how to
schedule a time convenient to you for our technicians to change out the meters.
This will only affect a small number of Homer
residences at this time.
We apologize for any inconvenience that this
might cause and thank you for your cooperation.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be Sept. 21, 2017.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is September 13, 2017.

This Fall

Evan Faulkenbury is a new historian
at SUNY Cortland. He is seeking your
help for a project. This fall, one of his
undergrad classes is partnering with
the 1890 House to interview people
about the Wickwire factory.
They're looking for anyone with
memories of factory life, what the town
was like back then, growing up when
the factory still operated, or who has
family and community lore and stories
to pass on.
No qualifications, just anyone with
any memories they want to record!
email: Evan.Faulkenbury@cortland.
edu to discuss setting up an interview
with his students,

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING

Monday, September 11, 2017 is the
16 anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks. The coordinated plot began with the hijacking of
four planes and ultimately ended with
the deaths of nearly 3,000 people in
New York, the Washington, D.C.-area
and Pennsylvania. Included among
the dead were many first responders
including firemen, police officers and
paramedics.
Many first responders and volunteers
worked tirelessly for days looking for
survivors and risking their own lives
not only due to working amongst all the
debris of the twin towers, but also afflictions with long term illnesses due to the
toxins encountered that day.
The American Legion Family will
be holding a 9/11 Remembrance
Ceremony on Monday, September 11,
2017 at 6:00 p.m. at the 9/11 Memorial
Site in front of the Village Office
Building between the Fire Department
and American Legion on Main Street
in Homer. As part of the ceremony, a
th

Physical Therapy

Member of the Fire Department will
give a summary of the events of that
day and how the Fire Department was
able to obtain a piece of one of the
towers. A wreath will be placed at the
Memorial Site.
After the ceremony, there will be a
reception held upstairs of the American
Legion in honor of our First Responders.
Firemen, Police Officers, Paramedics,
Doctors, Nurses and Military personnel, please come and let us thank you
for your service and putting your lives
on the line on a daily basis to keep us
and our community safe. There will be
cake, coffee, tea, and punch as part of
the reception. Other beverages will be
available for purchase at the bar. The
reception is also open to the community. Come and help us thank all those
who keep us safe every day.
In the Spirit of Service, not Self!

Letter to the
Editor
To the Editor:
The Homer Congregational
Church would like to thank the
following for their donation of time,
money, and talents to our 2nd
Annual Back to School P.R.E.P.
event on August 26th:
Homer Congregational Church
members and the Board of
Deacons, members of local
churches of the Cortland County
Council of Churches, Kiwanis
Club of Cortland, Byrne Dairy,
Walmart, Tops, Olympia Sports,
Super Cream, Prima Hair Studio,
Ultimate Image Hair Studio, Elm St.
Emporium, Elite Dental, Cortland
Dental, Dr. Kristin Clark-Lowell,
D.M.D., Dr. Matthew Dentes,
D.D.S., Dr. Marisa Clifford, D.M.D.,
Dr. Stuart Douglas, D.M.D, Junior
Zonta Club, Royal Nissan, and
Homer IGA.

Without their help, we would not
have been able to serve over 100
school-age children.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your

Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

“Sold on Cortland County”

Cub Scout Sign-Up Sept. 12th

For over 100 years now, Scouting programs
have instilled in youth the values found in the
Scout Oath & Scout Law. Today, these values
are just as important in helping youth grow
to their full potential as they were in 1910.
Scouting helps youth develop self-confidence,
ethics, leadership skills, academic skills, and
citizenship skills that stay with them as adults.
Scouting provides youth with an opportunity
to try things they may never have tried before,
build self-confidence, reinforce ethical standards and provide service to others. This can
improve their relationships, their work lives,
their family lives, and the values by which they
live as children as well as adults.
Scouting promotes activities that lead to personal responsibility and high self-esteem. As a
result, when hard decisions have to be made,
peer pressure can be overlooked and the right
choices can be made.

National POW/
MIA DAY Friday,
September 15, 2017
More than 80,000 men and women
from World War II to the present day
are still unaccounted for. Their families
have not been able to lie to rest a loved
one, nor have they been rid of the worry
that still remains.
The third Friday in September is
National POW/MIA Recognition Day.
Please join the American Legion Family
of Burns-McCauliffe Post 465 in taking
a moment to remember those who are
lost but never forgotten.
We would like to invite you to attend
a local POW/MIA remembrance service. Whether or not you are a service
member, veteran or loved one of either;
witnessing the service in its entirety is a
touching, solemn occasion.
The Remembrance Ceremony will be
held on Friday, September 15, 2017
at 6:00 p.m. on the front lawn of the
Legion Post at 63 S. Main Street,
weather permitting. The ceremony will
be held inside if weather does not
cooperate. Food will be available for
purchase after the event at the Legion.

Scouts are taught to live by a code of conduct exemplified in the 12 points of the Scout
Law: Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly,
Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty,
Brave, Clean and Reverent.
You are invited to bring your sons in grades
one through five to the Pack 85 Sign-Up Night
on Tuesday, September 12th, 2017 at the
Homer Elementary School Cafeteria. Signups will be accepted between 6pm and 8pm.
Please stop in whenever is convenient for you.
Plenty of information about our annual activities: meeting dates, time and locations; applications and more will be available that evening.
Adult leaders and currently active Cub Scouts
will be on hand to meet you.
We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you to our family!
Sincerely,
Pack 85 Homer NY Pack Committee

Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad

in

The Homer News
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Managing
Concerns
About Falls
1940's ad

Paid Political Advertisement

Paid Political Advertisement



Gordon Wheelock
LEGISLATOR
LD10 - HOMER
Experience IS Important!
-

6 years (3 terms) on the County Legislature
18 years on the Homer Village Board
35 years as a business owner
Building & Grounds, Chair
Highway
Judiciary & Public Safety
Accomplishments
- Parking lot improvements
at the County Office Building
- SmartWatt Program in County
Buildings – 50% reduction in
electric costs in Public Safety Buildings
- Voted to pay STATE MANDATED raise
to the District Attorney
(defeated in session)
- Voted to pay contract increase
to TC3 (defeated in session)
Paid for by Gordon Wheelock

Republican Primary
September 12, 2017 12:00 – 9 p.m.
Paul Hill Community Building

Don’t cut back on a favorite activity or turn down a chance to go out
with family or friends because you are
concerned about falling. “A Matter of
Balance: Managing Concerns about
Falls” can help older adults improve
their quality of life and remain more
independent.
Fear of falling can be as dangerous as falling. Limiting activities can
result in physical weakness, making
the risk of falling even greater. Many
older adults also experience isolation or
depression when they limit their interactions with family and friends.
“A Matter of Balance” is an evidencebased program designed to reduce
the fear of falling and increase activity
levels among older adults. Participants
learn to set realistic goals to increase
activity, change their environment to
reduce fall risk factors, and learn simple
exercises to increase strength and balance.
This class series will be held on
Mondays at 1:30-3:30 from September
11 through November 6 at the Cortland
Senior Center in the County Office
Building, 60 Central Avenue, Cortland.
Preregistration is required. Call the
Area Agency on Aging at (607) 7535060 to register and for more information.

Please VOTE for me in the Republican Primary
on September 12 from 12 – 9 pm

This class series is sponsored by
Cortland County Area Agency on Aging
(AAA) and the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP).
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Sliding into Fall
I guess it’s undeniable. Fall is coming
and summer has slipped away. Unlike a
lot of people, I’m not totally unhappy.
I like the warmth for a few days or
weeks, but I’m ready for cold crisp days
and nights. I won’t use the s-word, but
I do love it! Still, here at the library it
was a full, fun, and frolicking summer.
I don’t know what I liked the most, but
here are some highlights:
Playing life-size Clue. In early July,
twenty teens and tweens came dressed
in costume to a Friday night lock-in.
Working in teams of assorted Clue
characters and a few made-up ones
for good measure, they moved around
the library uncovering clues and figuring out “who done it.” I got to write
the story. The librarian had been murdered and the suspects had been brought
together to unmask the murderer. I can’t
decide which character and motivation I
liked writing more; the Team Mr. Green
–1970s Disco fanatics, who broke into
the library at night and turned it into
a Disco. Because of the strobe lights
they installed, they ended up knocking
over all the bookcases and dancing on
the books. The Librarian was so angry,
she could not think of any words to
say and just threw them out the door.
The Greens threatened to dance the
Hustle on the Librarian’s grave. Or, the
Team Professor Plum, who borrowed
the only copy of an ancient text from
the library and then refused to return it.
At first they said they lost it and then
they offered to pay for it. When the
Librarian informed them the manuscript
needed to be returned immediately or
they would never be allowed to borrow
anything from any library ever again,
the Messrs Plum threatened to have
her stuffed and displayed in the Natural
History Museum. Who did it, you ask?
The culprit was Team Professor Plum in
the attic with the dictionary!
The Read-a-thon: We held a 24 hour
read-a-thon which involved teens and
tweens staying at the library all night
reading. Along with getting very sleepy
and giddy, they managed to raise over
$1000.00 for the library.
The summer book clubs: Our 2nd,
rd
3 , 4th-5th grade, and Jr. High books
clubs focused in July on reading books
about multi-culturalism and civil rights,
and in August on books about saving
the environment. Along with learning
about how bad plastic bags and straws
are for the environment, we read great
books about great kids who inspired all
of us, including inspiring the second
graders to write a song (sung to the tune
of Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star):

Plastic, Plastic, Plastic Bags
Plastic Bags are everywhere
If you use them you don’t care
About turtles, tigers, and bears
Try to use a pretty cloth sack,
Then you’ll bring our animals back.
The Jr. High Film Camp: Seventh
and eighth grade participants produced
two great videos featuring the library.
Check them out at the library website.
So, our summer fun may be
over, but fall is here and with it Rockin’
Readers will be starting, along with
book clubs, science clubs, Lego clubs
and we’ve got author Hena Khan coming in Oct. Nothing has slowed down at
the library, we are just sliding into fall.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time will be on hiatus
for the first few weeks of September.
Please check the library website for the
date it will restart.

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time will be starting
again on Wednesday, September 13th.
The program will be on Wednesdays
beginning at 3:25 pm and ending at
4:15 pm. This is a fun program with
stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or school
holidays.
Sept 13th – Dogs (Priscilla’s favorite
thing!)
Sept. 20th- Pirates
Sept 27th – Multi-cultural Day

Mark Your Calendars – Author
Hena Khan is coming
Join us on October 3rd for a visit from
children’s author Hena Khan. Ms. Khan
is the author of Amina’s Voice, a middle
grade novel about a young Pakistani
American Muslim girl struggling to stay
true to her family and her culture, while
finding her place in school. Ms. Khan
will be providing a writing workshop
for youth, as well as an evening presentation for the whole community. Hena
is a Pakistani-American Muslim born
and raised in Maryland, who enjoys
sharing and writing about her culture
and religion.
Writing Workshop at 4:30 pm on Oct. 3rd
Evening Presentation at 7 pm on Oct. 3rd

4th and 5th Grade Writers
Writers in 4th and 5th grade will
meet for their first session starting on

Topsoil - Mulch

Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand

Ted McBride Co.
1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY
call ahead for pick-up

cell 543-0382
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Monday, Sept. 18th at 4 pm. For four
weeks, the group will use Henry and
the Chalk Dragon by Jennifer Trafton
to explore imagination, creative writing, metaphors and vivid images. All
participants will receive a free copy
of the book, made possible through a
grant from the Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County.
Register at the library.

Delivered or
Picked up

ing will be on Thursday, September
28th at 6 pm. This month the book
club is appropriate for anyone in 4th
grade through adult. Sign up will start
Thursday, September 7th. The first 5
students who sign up will receive a
free copy of the book made possible
through a grant from the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County.

Teen Writers’ Group
This year the teen writers will be
meeting on the 2nd through 4th Thursdays
of the month from 3:30 until 5 pm. The
group, open to 9th through 12th graders, will over the course of the school
year explore different types of writing,
including poetry, short stories, journaling, and comedy writing. Beginning on
Sept. 14th, the first couple months will
be devoted to journal writing for selfdiscovery and generating story ideas.

Demo Night at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
It’s been awhile since we have
pulled everything out to play with in
the Wonder and Discovery Center. On
Tuesday, September 19th at 6:30 pm we
will bring everything out to play with
and demonstrate how to use many of
our fun tools and software. The 3D
printer will be running, a demonstration on the Cricut and Corel Software.
Legos, Snap Circuits, and build your
own vehicle kits will be available.
Also, learn how to download ebooks,
and how to use Hoopla (ebooks, audiobooks, music, movies and tv shows) and
rb digital (magazines) on your computer
or other devices. This is a program for
all ages – children, teens and adults.
Register at the library starting Tuesday,
September 12th. Registration is not
required but helpful.

Intergenerational Book Club
The book club will be reading Amina’s
Voice by Hena Khan. This is a middle
grade novel about a young Pakistani
American Muslim girl struggling to stay
true to her family and her culture, while
finding her place in school. Our meet-

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want to try checking
out an emagazine from Zinio, now
available on our website? Let our Teen
Tech Volunteers help you. They are
available Mondays from 3:30 -5 pm to
help you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting
will be on September 27th at 7 pm in
the Wonder and Discovery Center.
Meetings are open to the public.

For more information about any
of our programs call 749-4616 or
check out our website at www.
phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.
Proof:
You’re
Reading
This
One
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

“Uncle Jed,” The Great Western, and
“Clinton’s Big Ditch”
This is the second of a three-part article
on Homer’s first permanent merchant.
Business was normally brisk at The
Great Western on Main Street, but it had
its challenges. Shoplifting seems to be
every merchant’s dilemma in every age.
It was no less of a problem in Jedediah
Barber’s day, but the vigilant shopkeeper had a way of dealing with it.
Mrs. Ina Hurlbut Bird once told
the story of a woman who entered
The Great Western carrying a baby
in her arms. The woman wore a long
cape which partly concealed the infant.
Thinking she was not noticed, she gave
into temptation and quickly picked up
a Paisley shawl from a counter and
tucked it under her cape. Barber spotted
the fringe of the shawl hanging down
past the cape. Nonchalantly he strolled
over to the woman, held out his arms,
and cordially called out, “Come, baby;
come to Uncle Jed.” “Oh, no,” said the
mother. “Oh, yes, yes,” insisted the
merchant. “Come, baby; come to Uncle
Jed,” and he plucked the child from its
mother’s arms. In doing so, the stolen
shawl fell to the floor.
Mrs. Bird told of yet another shoplifter.
Missing a roll of butter, Barber invited
the suspected customer, a dapper young
man in a stylish high plug hat, to tarry
awhile and socialize with other customers. He seated him near the pot-bellied
stove in the rear of the store, and tossed
in a big chunk of wood. Soon, “Uncle
Jed” knew he had his culprit, as melting
butter began to pour out from under the
man’s top hat and down his face.
A third account of thievery was recalled
by Ward A. Woodward of Cortland
whose mother knew Barber personally.
This story involved the large quantity of
barrels of salted pork stacked up along
the Wall Street side of the store, behind
it, and all the way to the river. One day it
seems that Barber was looking over the
barrels destined for transport down the
Tioughnioga and Susquehanna Rivers,
and he found one missing. He told no
one but quickly placed an empty barrel
in its place. Sometime later, a customer
approached Barber and inquired, “Did
you ever find out who stole the barrel
of pork?” Barber looked the man in the
eye and replied, “No, I did not until
now. No one knew it but myself and the
man who took it.”
Other humorous stories, based on fact
or lore, made the rounds in Cortland
County and contributed to Barber’s reputation. Some families preferred to “run
an account” at Barber’s store if their
credit was good. One day, an elderly
lady came into the store in an agitated
manner. She thrust a lengthy bill across
the desk and demanded to know what a
mark meant on the bill. “Why, that’s a
ditto, ma’m,” explained Barber. “Look
here, Mr. Barber,” said she, “you have
charged me with several dittoes and I
never bought a ditto in my life!” (courtesy of Mrs. Bird, 1935)
Then there is the tale told by Miss
Van Buskirk of Preble. She told Mrs.
Bird about the couple who came into

town from their farm on Mt. Toppin
during a severe late winter storm. It
was a precarious journey as they guided
the team of horses down the slope and
over the snow-drifted road into Homer.
Their arrival at The Great Western on
such a day was met with much excitement. After considerable unwinding and
unwrapping, the couple revealed they
had a year-old baby daughter with them.
“Uncle Jed” immediately came over
and took the child in his arms. “How
could you bring the baby out on such a
day?” he asked. The couple explained
they were low on provisions and had
to come. “As we could not leave her
alone we brought her along,” said the
mother. At this, Barber called to one
of his clerks and ordered him to cut off
a length of high quality material. And
“Uncle Jed” personally presented the
baby with the fixings for a new dress.
Apparently, “Uncle Jed” and “Frog”
were both storeowners with something
else in common – generosity.
Clearly, like “Frog,” “Uncle Jed” had
a patriarchal interest in children. This
brings to mind the story that made its
way into Bertha Blodgett’s Stories of
Cortland County for Boys and Girls
(1932). It seems that a molasses barrel broke open in the cellar of The
Great Western. The floor was said to be
covered with two inches of the sweet
liquid. Word spread quickly through the
village. In no time at all, “all the boys
in town tried to get into that cellar to
dip their fingers into the molasses and
convey it to their mouths.” One suspects that “Uncle Jed” did not discourage such an invasion. Why let a sweet
go to waste and deny the children the
pleasure?
In the days before the railroad came
through Homer, The Great Western was
the hub of activity for area farmers
seeking to sell items to “Uncle Jed.”
At that time, farmers came into town
and received three cents a pound for
dried apples and eight to ten cents
a dozen for eggs. Barley could fetch
$1.75 per bushel. Farmers made butter
and packed it away in tubs or firkins.
These were kept cool all summer in
their cellars and brought in for sale in
the fall. A cord of body maple, eighteen
inches long with the bark down, would
earn you $1.50 in cash or tea or some
other trade. Folks could not seem to get
along without “Uncle Jed’s four-shillin’
tea.” A common expression heard when
someone had behaved strangely was “I
ain’t had nothing stronger to drink than
Jedediah Barber’s four-shillin’ tea.”
Jugs of locally made whiskey were
commonly purchased or bartered at the
store, but “set down and have a dish of
tea” from “Uncle Jed’s Store” was the
cordial invitation Homerites extended
to neighbors and strangers alike.
Barber understood well the benefits
of advertising. In 1844, he made one of
his trips to New York City and returned
with a large sign for the storefront.
Soon, the other merchants in the village
wanted to have similarly impressive
signs, but few could afford to import

NY CONNECTS
RESOURCE FAIR
CORTLAND COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
GYM, 60 CENTRAL AVE., CORTLAND, NY

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14th
OPEN TO PUBLIC:
12:00PM-4:00PM

Suicide Awareness Walk at
4:15PM
ALL ARE WELCOME AT THIS FREE EVENT!
Door prizes and raﬄes available!

JOIN US FOR INFORMATION ON LONG TERM
CARE SERVICES FOR OLDER ADULTS, CAREGIVERS, AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES!

GRAND PRIZE:
TWO ONE-DAY BUS
TICKETS TO NEW YORK
CITY, PROVDED BY
SWARTHOUT COACHES!

PRESENTED BY:
CORTLAND COUNTY AREA
AGENCY ON AGING

The Cortland County Area Agency on Aging is sponsored by the Cortland County
Legislature in conjunction with the New York State Office for the Aging under Title
III of the Older Americans Act of 2016, as amended.

signs as Barber had done. Nevertheless, new signs began to appear. Not to be outdone, the local merchants and a village smithy hired a local teenager to ornament
their shops with signs like Barber’s. His name was Francis Bicknell Carpenter,
who went on to become the friend and famed portraitist of President Lincoln.
Earlier than this, Barber recognized the need to get ads into local newspapers. In
the October 4, 1828, issue of the Cortland Observer, Barber ran his first full-length
Great Western ad and continued to run it for half a year:
NEW GOODS
J. Barber is now receiving his assortment
OF FALL AND WINTER GOODS
which, with his former stock, makes his assortment of
STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GOODS
equal to any in the western country, and as usual
will be sold on liberal terms for Cash, Barter
or approved credit
N B Received, and for sale as above
1 Case Leghorn Hats
1 “
“
Flats and Crowns
200 pieces paper hangings and bordering
2500 yards brown shirtings
1000 “
“ sheetings
-- also –
Cooking, Franklin and Box Stoves
of almost every size and pattern now in use
POTASH AND CHALDRON KETTLES
together with a complete assortment of
Hollow Ware, Iron, Steel, Nails
Glass, Window Sash, Sole
And Upper Leather
Calf and Morocco
Skins &C
Also, 100 Bbls first quality WHISKEY
To be continued….
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Homer Oldies

PAID POLITICAL AD

PAID POLITICAL AD
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THEY SAY SHOWING UP IS HALF THE BATTLE.
DAVID ALEXANDER
CAN’T EVEN DO THAT.
There’s only one reason David Alexander
would be a no show for a debate. He doesn’t
want you to learn about his record:
• 0 cases in our County Court in the last 18 years
• Won’t serve a full term in office
• Looking to boost his public pension before retirement

SEPT. 12TH - SAY “NO” TO NO-SHOW DAVID ALEXANDER.
Thank you to the United Voices of Cortland & the residents
in Homer for being so accommodating and hosting this debate.
I would be grateful for your vote on Tuesday, Sept. 12th.
– Keith Dayton
Paid for by COMMITTEE TO ELECT KEITH DAYTON CORTLAND COUNTY JUDGE
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Letters to the Editor
Time for a
Retired City
Change – Vote
Judge:
for Kelly Preston I Recommend
Preston
To the Editor:
Time for a Change – Kelly Preston
for County Legislator, District 10,
Homer
For literally decades, an important list
of issues with direct implications for
the taxpayers of Cortland County has
proven insurmountable for our elected
County legislators. The County Jail,
the landfill, whether to have, or not, a
County Administrator, or a full or parttime Treasurer, and so many others are
all matters other counties in New York
State faces seemingly better and more
effectively than ours. If other counties
can deal with these issues to the benefit
of their citizens there is no reason that
Cortland can’t with new, passionate
and effective legislators.
If you agree that we are long overdue for responsible change in Cortland
County, Kelly Preston, running in the
Republican September 12th Primary to
represent District 10 – Homer, deserves
your consideration and support. She
has a notable history of public service
in government having worked with
and been mentored by two of the most
outstanding public officials in Cortland
County, legendary County Clerk Judy
Riehlman and Cortland City Court
Judge Thomas Meldrim. Her service
as Deputy Cortland County Clerk and
Chief Clerk of the Cortland City Court
for the NYS Unified Court System,
where I had the pleasure of working
with her directly, provided her with
a deep understanding of service to
the public, budgeting and accounting, interacting with public officials,
and meeting challenges and deadlines
openly and effectively.
It is time to demand change in the
Cortland County Legislature. If she
is afforded the privilege of representing those of us in District 10, I know
she will do her best to restore respectability, responsibility and openness to
County government.
Respectfully,

To the Editor:
I am providing this letter as a
reference for Kelly Preston as
she seeks the elective office for
the position of County Legislator,
District 10, Homer.
Kelly is uniquely qualified having
extensive experience through
her positions at the Department
of Motor Vehicles, County
Clerk’s Office and most recently
as the Chief Clerk of Cortland
City Court.
As the Cortland City Court
Judge I worked closely with
Kelly for sixteen years. She was
an outstanding Chief Clerk, recognized throughout the Sixth
Judicial district for her ability,
work ethic and determination.
The term “Chief Clerk” does not
adequately reflect her position.
She was the manager of a very
busy city court, supervising and
training staff, maintaining computer records and implementing
innovative and proper procedures to improve efficiency. She
was involved with the budget
process and was required to
address sometimes difficult personnel and interagency issues.
I found Kelly to be fair, yet
firm when necessary. Kelly will
thoughtfully speak out, listen to
others and in the end make
good decisions.
We all recognize that it is often
difficult to attract candidates for
public office. Kelly Preston has
stepped forward and I would
highly recommend her.
Respectfully,
Tom Meldrim

PAID POLITICAL AD

On September 12
VOTE FOR

KELLY L. PRESTON
Cortland County Legislator
Legislative District 10
Homer, NY

Our County must have new ideas from new leaders.
I will work with diligence and common sense to lead
our County forward.
Lifelong resident of Homer
● 1975 Graduate of Homer High School as Kelly Fairchild
● 30 year career serving in local government:
● Cortland City Court
● Cortland County Office of the County Clerk
● Cortland County Department of Motor Vehicles
●

Republican Primary: Tuesday - September 12, 2017 – Noon to 9 p.m.
Community Center Building behind the Homer Fire Station
~ Registered Republicans, please vote for me on September 12th! ~

✯✯✯✯✯

✯✯✯✯✯

PAID POLITICAL AD

Paid for by Kelly Preston

Bob Pascal

10b16

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Russ Oechsle

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

Benson Davis Insurance
5325 Route 281 · Homer, NY · 607-749-3164

Annette, Stephanie, Linda and Marjorie

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!

Auto - Home - Commercial - Business - Recreational Vehicles
Your "Homer" town insurance agency!
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HELP PREVENT

Rx ABUSE
Turn in your UNUSED, UNNEEDED or EXPIRED
medications for safe, free, and anonymous disposal.

Rx TAKE BACK EVENT
Saturday, September 30
Four Locations:

Marathon High School
1 Park Street, Marathon
9am - 12pm

Cortlandville Fire Station
999 Route 13, Cortland
9am - 1pm

Cincinnatus Fire Dpt.
5722 Telephone Rd.,
Cincinnatus
9am - 12pm

Homer Town Hall
31 North Main St.,
Homer
9am - 12pm

For more information visit: cortlandareactc.org/drugdisposal
Or call 607-756-8970
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Homer Youth Football
Flag Football Practice
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Homer Youth Football
Tackle Football Practice

The goal of Homer Youth Football is first and foremost to have a safe and fun football experience. Our volunteer coaches
work hard to develop fundamental skills with our youth and to prepare them to have a safe and successful experience at the
higher levels. Our Flag and Jr Tackle numbers have exploded. There are 54 flag players, 42 junior tackle players, and 17
senior tackle players. We have participants from all around the area including Truxton, Tully, Cortlandville, City of Cortland,
Town of Scott, and Summer Hill. All practices are held at Calale field while Tackle home games are held at Butts field and
Flag games at Calale. The Village is proud to host such a successful and sought after program. A huge thanks goes out to
all those involved in making Homer Youth Football the successful program that it is today!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Elizabeth Brewster House

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5a18

5b18

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

8b17

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

6c16

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
3b15
12b16

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12c17

12b17

12c16

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

This Could Be YOUR
Business Card Ad
Local Sweet Corn
Pennsylvania Peaches

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 7 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY



$15 for 1 issue
$85.50 for 6 issues
email your ad to:
editor@thehomernews.com
credit card payments accepted
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
You can own

The Homer News
If you have the desire to own your own business that
requires a few hours a week and a two full days every other
week, one that gets you out in the community and provides a
needed service for the Town and Village of Homer, give us a
call.
The Homer News has been in business since 2010 and has
grown steadily each year. It is well received in the community
and has a strong readership. With some new effort, the
advertising base can be greatly increased.
If you are interested in learning more, call us at 607-749-2613
or email: editor@thehomernews.com

THEME: THE 1970s
ACROSS
1. Private instructor
6. It's shining in "America the
Beautiful"
9. Not all
13. Lickety-split
14. Eyeball shape
15. Take a chance
16. Pull strings
17. *____ People's Democratic
Republic
18. Not quite right
19. *Poison to members of Peoples
Temple
21. *Olympic massacre location
23. Weary traveler's destination
24. Competently
25. Cha-____, dance
28. ____ ex machina
30. Buddhist doctrine
35. Centers of activity
37. "Hey ... over here!"
39. Result of pitcher's dominance
40. *Islamic Revolution locale
41. Romanov rulers
43. Deity, in Sanskrit
44. Singular of loci
46. Iranian coin
47. The sun, e.g.
48. Brain teaser
50. France's third-largest city
52. *Heavyweight champion
53. Ice ____ or Middle ____
55. Short for detective
57. *First U.S. space station
60. *Gregory Peck horror film
64. Declare invalid
65. Be in the red
67. Blind alternative
68. Gaelic-speaking Celts
69. Neither
70. In accordance with law
71. Fencing weapon
72. Old-fashioned "far"
73. Declaration of Independence, e.g.
DOWN
1. It needs to be done
2. "____ ____ no good"
3. Hawaiian tuber
4. Pantheon and Jefferson's
Rotunda windows
5. Put behind bars
6. Auctioneer's final word
7. *Unsuccessful amendment to
Constitution, acr.
8. Manhattan Project invention
9. Big rig
10. Like ear infection

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

VOL / ISSUE

11. Pit at a concert
12. Lt.'s subordinate
15. India's national tree
20. All thumbs
22. Final, abbr.
24. Goes after
25. *Pinochet's home
26. Great lake
27. Primitive calculators
29. *Kabul invader
31. Show of agreement, pl.
32. Kappa Alpha _____
33. One to beat
34. *Pong manufacturer
36. Like a bug in a rug
38. Cafeteria holder
42. Three-toed tree dweller
45. S on garment, pl.
49. Turkish military leader
51. Goad or provoke
54. Jet black
56. Like apple prepped for cooking
57. Ginger cookie
58. Proposal joint
59. Eggnog time
60. Seaside bird
61. New Testament sages
62. *Record label of The Jacksons and ABBA
63. Post-deductions amount
64. "This is the dawning of the ____ of
Aquarius"
66. Go a-courting

Solution to
August 24
Puzzle

Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad
in

The Homer News

8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

PUBLICATION DATE

DEADLINE

9/21/2017
10/5/2017
10/19/2017
11/2/2017
11/16/2017
11/30/2017
12/14/2017
12/28/2017

9/13/2017
9/27/2017
10/11/2017
10/25/2017
11/8/2017
11/22/2017
12/6/2017
12/20/2017

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

Your Classified Ad
Could Be Here!!
A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year for 1st Class
Mail. Call 749-2613
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YMCA to Offer Inspired
Faith-based Discussion

Issue 5

Cortland Memorial
Foundation to Host 5th Annual
Harvest of Gold Fundraiser
On Friday, September, 22, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Cortland
Memorial Foundation will host the 5th Annual Harvest of Gold fundraiser. This event is one of the Foundation’s largest public fundraising events in support of Cortland Regional Medical Center’s continued efforts to provide high quality, compassionate healthcare close to
home.

Werner Stavenhagen

CORTLAND—Thrice retired “Preacher-teacher-preacher,” Pastor
Werner Stavenhagen will be leading a discussion group about
starting points for a meaningful life, Saturdays from 7-8 PM starting September 23. The 10-week program is free and open to anyone interested, from teens to older adults.
Stavenhagen, views this opportunity as a great way to combine
ethical decision making for our youth while incorporating spiritual growth. “I will be leading a Christian-based study time with
plenty of opportunity for discussion of any topics that are brought
forward.” Pastor Stavenhagen said the program will be utilizing
“Starting Points” by Andy Stanley, founder of North Point ministries
(6 churches, 36,000 members) out of Atlanta, Georgia.
YMCA Executive Director Dave Hamilton details how the potential program developed. “Pastor Stavenhagen, one of our longtime members here at the Y, came to me last winter with an idea
to meet and speak with the kids in our area about life issues that
we all deal with – life, death, choosing how to “be”, choosing what
to believe, love, hate, meaning, etc.,” said Hamilton. “I welcomed
the opportunity to provide a program at the Y that would directly
address the first point of the Y triangle – the spirit (of spirit, mind,
and body). We don’t have much quiet meeting space in the Y
building so I thought this would be a great first use of the recentlyacquired building next door at 30 Tompkins.”
Hamilton adds, “Our staff is working on plans for eventually
creating a multi-use teen space in the building and this new presentation and discussion program is a good way to start small
while building character in our local youth. Though we are targeting teens, everyone is welcome to attend the meetings and
talk together about the things that really matter. It is much like
how the Y first started back in London, England – young people
studying together how to lead a healthy and productive life. This
“Starting Points for a Meaningful Life” group is one of the ways
that our Y helps to strengthen our community.”
Advanced sign up for the new “Starting Points” program is welcomed and encouraged. Please visit the Cortland YMCA at 22
Tompkins Street or sign up online today at www.cortlandymca.org.
Participants can also show up for the program starting September
The Y is located at 22 Tompkins Street.
23rd.
The Cortland County Family YMCA has proudly been serving
Cortland the surrounding community for the past 149 years. Our
focus is for youth development, Healthy Living and Social responsibility.

The event will be held under a tent at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY
Cortland Alumni House. Guests will enjoy an evening of music by
Rick Starmer, delectable hors d’oeuvres catered by Hairy Tony’s, and
a cash bar while mingling with friends. Ticket holders will have a
chance to win one of three prizes including an “Experience the Four
Seasons of Cortland” basket and a “Dine around Cortland” package.
The proceeds of this year’s event will help to meet the critical health
care needs of the Cortland community.
Special honorees this year will be Gutchess Lumber Company and
the Gutchess Family who have supported Cortland Regional and the
Foundation since 1988. A special part of this year’s program will be
the drawing of the winning tickets for Cortland Regional’s Hospital
Aid cash raffle. This year’s grand prize will be $10,000. Only 300
tickets total will be sold. Grand Prize is $10,000, second and third
prize are $1,000 each, with fourth and fifth prize at $500 each.
The Foundation is grateful to its generous corporate sponsors: CFCU
Community Credit Union, Family Health Network of Central New
York and X101 Always Classic.
Tickets are just $55 per person and you’ll have a one in 250 chance
of winning – so don’t miss out!
Call Debbie at 756-3757 or send an email to foundation@cortlandregional.org today to reserve your tickets. Tickets can also bepurchased online at www.cortlandregional.org, click on “Donate” and
then “Donate today” and look for the “Harvest of Gold Ticket” box.

Poole’s Drive In
Food
Daily
6:30 am - 8:00 pm
Friday Fish Fry
11:00 am - 8:00 pm
Ice Cream
Ed & Laurie Poole

Route 13 - Between East Homer and Truxton
9b16

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!

(607) 753-1912

From: The Homer News
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Anthony Contento and his mom, Theresa,
read The Homer News in Homer, Alaska.

