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Around Town
Buffalo’s
HolocaustEra Stories
The CNY Living History Center
is hosting a special exhibit –
“Witnesses: Buffalo’s HolocaustEra Stories”. This traveling exhibit
tells the stories of 8 survivors and
1 liberator through their experiences, pictures and artifact panels.
“Witnesses” will be available until
Feb 9 during normal CNY Living
History Center hours (Tues-Sat, 10
am – 5 pm). The exhibit is open
and free to the public or can be
included with regular CNY Living
History Center admission.

Historian:
Thanks!
The Municipal Historian would like to
take this opportunity to thank the assistance of the following in providing the
space and the artifacts for the Homer
School Bicentennial Exhibit during last
Saturday’s Homer Winter Fest 2019:
Phillips Free Library; Homer Central
School; Town of Homer; Homer
Alumni Association; Cortland County
Historical Society; The Landmark
Society of Cortland County; Charlie
Bernheim; and David Quinlan.
Thanks, too, goes out to Mrs. Greenfield
and these members of the Homer Junior
High School History Club: Evan Butts
(great grandson of Homer’s Prof. Butts),
Matthew Fagerheim, Jane Gugerty, and
Nik Kruman.
Special thanks goes to Benjamin Hyde
for helping in the setting up of the
exhibit and to Hannah Bouwens for the
banner directing the many visitors who
braved the cold for a rare opportunity
to view the Charter of 1819 and 200
items up close.

Sheila Ryan Promoted at
Center for the Arts
The Homer Center4Arts is pleased to announce the promotion of Sheila
Ryan to the position of Assistant Director at the Center for the Arts!
Sheila’s commitment to the mission of the Center for the Arts began as a performer with the Center’s local theater group, Center Players (formerly C4Act),
which led her to begin volunteering for other Center events in her spare time.
In 2016, Sheila was hired as the Center’s Administrative Director, overseeing the day to day operations of the Center’s Business and Box Offices.
In that role, Sheila has helped re-organize the Center’s various procedures and processes to make our efforts more efficient and effective.

League of Women
Voters Seek HS
Students for State
Conference

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices
we suggest you purchase a display ad.
Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines: February 5, 2019 for
the February 14, 2019 issue.
February 3 - Saturday
Breakfast Buffet at the American Legion
on Sunday, February 3 from 8 - 11 am at
Post 465, 63 S. Main St. Homer. Omelets
will be available. Veteran and Senior Citizen
Discounts. Proceeds to go toward the many
Veteran and Community Service Projects of
the American Legion Family
February 9 - Saturday

A Taste of Chocolate - Sat. Feb. 9,
10:00 am- 2:00 pm, in the Columbian
Presbyterian Church Session Building. The
church is located on the corner of rtes. 11
& 20, Lafayette. This is a food-sampling
event where you can purchase samples of
dozens of home-made goodies with one
thing in common: Chocolate! Choose from
white, dark, or milk chocolate in cookies,
muffins, candies, breads & more! Samples
are only $.50, or 22 samples for $10. !
50% of the proceeds will be donated to
Lafayette Outreach (our local food pantry). Taste some treats here, then fill a box
for your sweetheart. Info./questions: 315677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com, www.
ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

Is there a high school student you know
of who might be interested in a great nocost learning experience? A Students Inside
Albany conference, sponsored by the local
and state chapters of the League of Women
Voters will be held Sun-Wed, May 19-22,
2019. All expenses are paid including three
nights at a hotel in downtown Albany.
Interested Cortland County High School
students in any grade may apply. Applicants
will complete the simple application form,
write an essay explaining their interest and
submit one letter of reference.
Visit lwvcortland.org for a detailed conference brochure and application OR contact
Linda Frank via e-mail at lindalen@twcny.
rr.com or by phone at 607-749-4963. The
local deadline for completed applications is
Feb 13, 2019.

“Sheila’s devotion to the Center for the Arts is expressed in so many
unseen ways. Her commitment to customer service, organization, and
details, oftentimes behind the scenes, has served as a huge factor in
the Center’s continued success. I couldn’t be more pleased, along with
our board of directors, to elevate Sheila’s employment status at the
Center for the Arts, and we look forward to the positive results her
leadership will bring to the Center.” (Executive Director, Ty Marshal)
Many of our patrons know Sheila from personal interactions, phone conversations, and for her focus on customer service and guest hospitality
at the Center for the Arts. Help us Celebrate Sheila’s commitment to the
Center’s success, by wishing her well on her new role in serving the Center
for the Arts of Homer!
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Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!

137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HQLFOHV

Big or Small We Tackle It All

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239

The Homer News •January 31, 2019. 3

4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Sold on Cortland County!

Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Tuesday, 2/5/19 from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Rm. 302 of the County
Office Building. This program covers the basics of Alzheimer’s
and dementia, explores the relationship between Alzheimer’s
disease and dementia, examines what happens in a brain
affected by Alzheimer’s, details the risk factors for and three
general stages of the disease, identifies FDA-approved treatments available to treat some symptoms, looks ahead to what’s
on the horizon for Alzheimer’s research, and offers helpful

Our Readers Write
"THANKS"
Trustee Slack,
Mayor, &
Trustee Clune
To the Editor,
We would like to thank trustee
Kevin Slack for recent conversations
concerning the village research on
the possibility of bringing the village garbage removal "in-house".
Kevin was well informed and was
able to answer our questions, with
the assurance that the board would
research the facts in depth, and
would make their decisions with the
best interest of the village taxpayers in mind. Kevin also suggested
that we reach out to the Mayor, and
other board members, which we did.
Both the Mayor and Pat Clune were
able to answer several other questions. Additionally, we were able to
attend a board meeting(remotely),
at which the garbage removal topic
was discussed. This remote viewing
was informative and confirms the
fact that the current administration is
Dedicated, Transparent and have the
best interest of our village in mind.
Sincerely,
Mary and Doug Brown

Laura Gage 100 on
Jan. 22
To the Editor
On Tuesday January 22 Laura
Gage of 98 Cayuga Street Homer,
a resident since 1951, turned 100.
A surprise party for her was held
at the Homer Community Center
behind the Homer Fire Department
on Sunday January 27.
Grace Betz

Good Neighbor
Snow Removal
To the Editor,
I am writing to thank a neighbor I
do not know.
My name is Becka Siegrist and I
recently moved to Homer with my
husband James. He was at work on
Sunday and I was shoveling the driveway. I had been shoveling for over an
hour, when a neighbor with a plow
stopped and helped me tackle the
end of the driveway where we had
been plowed in. My arms were tired,
and I was worried about my husband
driving in such poor weather. The
kindness of this neighbor meant the
world to me.
I wish I had learned your name, but
I wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you.
Becka Siegrist
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Donations Are Accepted

Alzheimer’s Association resources. Please join us for this free
event hosted by the Cortland County Area Agency on Aging’s
Caregiver Resource Center, Call (607)753-5060 to register.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

A Brief History of Education in Homer: 1819 – 2019

The Voice of the Town
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are those of the writers
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FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be February 14,
2019. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is February 5, 2019.

The Homer Central School District is the home of the Homer Trojans and “Blue
Pride.” The stalwart city of Troy, under siege for ten years, figures prominently in
the epic poems of the ancient Greek poet Homer, and provides the school’s namesake. Part of “Blue Pride” includes pride in our historic roots, in our stalwart
behavior in athletics and other competitions, and in a tradition of academic excellence that dates back to February 2, 1819, when the genesis of today’s school, an
academy on the Green, was chartered by the State of New York.
We have now entered into the bicentennial year of state-approved education in
Homer. To help celebrate this event, this column has been running installments
covering more than 200 years of local education. It is hoped that readers will have
found this to be informative and entertaining.
From the arrival of the town’s first settlers of European descent until today, the
story of education in Homer can be broken down into four phases of development.
First, there were the elementary schools of the early settlers. Then there was the
Academy on the Green as a private institution of learning from 1819 to 1873. Next
on the scene was the union free school district that incorporated the Academy as a
public high school from 1873 to 1946. And finally, there is the centralized school
district of the past seventy years that has experienced remarkable growth, change,
and controversy.

Seventeenth installment: Homer Central School Moves into the

21st Century

Work on the voter-approved capital
project of 1999 was held up by the State
Education Department. The S.E.D. had
been flooded with school construction
projects to review, and then there was
uncertainty about the availability of state
aid during a state budget gridlock in
Albany. Further delay in Homer resulted
from the unexpected discovery of asbestos in existing structures that had to be
carefully removed. Yet, with construction deep in progress in September of
2002, school at H.C.S. opened as usual.
In the midst of the capital project, Superintendent Ferguson retired,
and Douglas Larison was appointed
to replace him in May of 2003. The
school budget before the voters at that
time was $27,480,450. A 14 per cent
increase in school property tax would
result. Spending was up 3 per cent from
the previous year. The problem stemmed
mainly from decreased projections for
state aid and rising costs for health insurance and retirement benefits for district
employees. On top of this, the Board
proposed a second $4.9 million project
to replace some aging roofs and utilities throughout the school district and
to renovate Butts Field. The grass of
the football field was to be replaced
with man-made turf, and the twenty-yea
r old track had developed so many cracks
it was considered unsafe and required
replacement with a new, rubberized surface. A building for concessions and restrooms would be included. State funds
would pick up 95 percent of the cost,
and the rest would be covered by district
reserve funds, making no local tax impact.
One resident claimed the project was long
overdue and that the degrading of facilities was no longer making the Homer
School District a selling point for realtors
working with home buyers. Thus, 895
residents turned out for the referendum,
and 763 voted in favor of the project.
More contentious was the school budget
proposed for 2004-2005. District resident
Charles Wheeler and five other taxpayers protested the budget’s 11.3 percent
increase in the tax levy and lack of significant cuts. For one week, the budget’s supporters and opponents used the opinion
page of the Cortland Standard to wage an

intense battle. “I’ll be darned,” Wheeler
kept repeating when informed that the
budget had been defeated by a vote of 850
to 1,082, the only school budget in the
county to fail. The Board was faced with
three choices: put the same budget up for
a revote, create a new budget, or adopt a
contingency budget that would remove
extracurricular activities. The Board chose
to go back to the voters with $440,000
worth of cuts to the defeated budget.
If approved, the $157,000 technology
initiative, involving the purchase of 120
computers for classrooms and an instructor to train teachers in their use, would
be slashed, along with three teaching
positions, new musical instruments, and
sundry other items. Seventy-five teachers,
parents, students, and concerned residents
turned up at a school board meeting to
voice opposition to the proposed budget
cuts. On a Saturday, a dozen Junior High
students rallied and marched down Main
Street of the village with signs protesting the effects of a contingency budget.
One sign read: “Music is our life. Don’t
kill us. Vote yes [on the revised budget].”
The widespread community debate ended
with the passage of the revised budget by
a vote of 1,566 to 859. Nevertheless, the
projected general fund balance for the
2005-2006 schoolyear showed an increase
of $2.6 million. The high cost of funding
education along with uncertainties about
funding sources would not go away. It
promised to be a problem for years to
come in Homer and across the state.
2005 was the year that saw the beginning of the Homer High School Hall
of Fame. Nine were inducted “for their
contributions to the fine traditions
and to preserve the history of Homer
Athletics.” They were said to “exemplify Homer’s commitment to academic, community, sportsmanship and athletic excellence.” Seventy-eight others
have been inducted in the years since.
2005 was also the year that found
Homer Central School exploring the possibility of consolidating with twelve surrounding school districts. Superintendent
Larison said, “We all face the same economic issues. It’s hard to present a budget
that’s fair to the taxpayers, but we try
the best we can.” He said that the 1968
consolidation with Truxton “had a sig-

nificant financial benefit,” but geographical distance from Homer and travel time
could be a negative impact for places like
Cincinnatus and DeRuyter. Loss of community identity would be another impact
that scared people. Beginning in July of
2005, Cincinnatus and McGraw would
pay Homer for shared special education services, as a cost-saving move. By
participating with 22 other districts in
the Onondaga-Cortland-Madison Board
of Cooperative Educational Services
(OCM-BOCES), Homer saved nearly
$870,000 in 2005. BOCES was a concept
of Governor Thomas Dewey in 1948
that allowed small school districts to
share the costs of services and programs
that each would be unable to afford on
its own. There are 37 BOCES in the
state today serving 700 school districts.
Students from Homer Junior
High and three area high schools came to
Homer High School on Friday, May 27,
2005. The reason was Homer’s second
annual Military History Memorial Day.
This was an event conceived by military
history teacher Joe Cortese and art teacher
Paul Andre, which had been a success the
previous year. It was an interdisciplinary way to make history come alive, and
most of the activities were outdoors. They
included the firing of cannons, Civil War
re-enactors, military displays, and a ceremony to honor local veterans from World
War II through Operation Iraqi Freedom.
One student praised the day-long celebration for being hands-on and “way
better than sitting in a stuffy classroom.”
For Homer students, these
Military History Days were like
“fieldtrips” at home. This was, also, at a
time when the District was experiencing
high diesel fuel costs. A 20 percent cut
in mileage for athletics and fieldtrips was
proposed. In 2004-2005, District vehicles
traveled a total of 647,820 miles, of which
81.3 percent were regular daily bus runs.
Gun violence and school safety
increasingly became a matter of serious
concern across the United States in the
wake of the horrific Columbine School
shooting of April 20, 1999, in Colorado.
That concern reared its ugly head in
Homer for the first time on Friday, March
10, 2006. The Intermediate School was in
session but placed on “lockdown” after
the Homer Police Department received
word that two sixth graders had discussed bringing a gun to school to shoot
people since one of them had been bullied.
During the “lockdown” all exterior doors
were locked except the front doors, which
were guarded by police. Some Junior High
students, upon arriving to school, were
startled to see police in the parking lot and
on the school roof, but Superintendent
Larison stated, “…any threat has to be
taken seriously.” The District had contracted with the Village for a retired police
officer to be on duty at the high school as
a School Resource Officer (SRO). Other
proactive precautions at points of entrance
to Homer school buildings would be taken
over the ensuing years as part of school
renovation projects, and vendors and visitors would need to sign in and sign out
and wear a badge. As Homer High School
Principal Fred Farah commented a couple
years after the Columbine tragedy, “Every
principal in the nation thought the same

21st Century continued page 7
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My Day with the DPW
By Ed Finkbeiner
Thursday, January 10 was a snow day. I had agreed to ride along with the DPW during
their snowplowing activities in the village. I got up at 3:15 in the morning, toasted a piece
of bread and proceeded down to the DPW garage. I arrived around 3:45 AM. Most of the
drivers where ready and the trucks were loaded up with salt. At exactly 4 AM they all left
the garage. I was assigned to ride first with Phil Stockton in a big orange truck with a big
wing.

L to R: Joe Stage, Devin Moore, Kevin Reese, Mike McCrory, Paul Coolidge, Mike
Galeotti, Phil Stockton. Not pictured are Nick Casterline and Mike Harter
Phil is responsible for doing the south side of the village. He does James Street down to
Copeland. It’s quite a step up into the truck as you have to climb over the bars on the wing
and it is a fairly high. As we started off, Phil showed me all the little levers and buttons and
dials that he has to adjust as he plows. There is a salt limiter which he can turn up or down
or off. One of the keys on salt delivery is that if you’re going to be plowing a lot during
the day you don’t want to dump a lot of salt down on the first pass because you’re going to
plow it up later. Also the village has only so much salt to last the year so frugal management is important. Phil was saying that the salt needs to work a little to break the ice up
before you re-plow. There are some tight turns and occasionally the wing hit a curb, but
not too hard. There are a few manhole covers that are slightly raised but he knows where
they are and slows down and goes over them gently. There are also some water valves that
stick up and he knows where those are also. Phil’s been doing DPW work for they village
for about 26 years. The guys are on their radios talking about who’s doing what and what
the conditions of the roads are.
When one driver’s section is done they help each other. It is a team effort where everybody
helps each other so they can finish as soon as possible.
We heard on the radio that one of the trucks had a small breakdown. The salt lift lever or
something got stuck so they had to bring it back to the shed. It was quickly fixed and was
back out plowing again.

Joe Stage runs the little tractor that you see scraping the
sidewalks and parking areas on
Main Street.
After about an hour in the shed
warming up, I got to take a ride
in one of the pickup trucks with
a plow. We have two or three,
three-quarter ton pickup trucks
with plows. Mike Galeotti and
Kevin Reese were on this duty.
I got to ride with Mike Galeotti.
He is assigned the lot behind
the firehouse, River St., Pine
Street, Wall Street, behind the
Keater Opera House and a small
parking lot on James Street. He
does the really tight areas where
a smaller truck is necessary.
Traffic had picked up at this
time even more. Main Street
had many cars parked in front of
the stores making plowing more
challenging.

Paul Coolidge

The Village has a couple of
big trucks, two 550s with salt
dispensers, 2 or 3 pickup trucks
with plows, one tractor with
plow and salt dispenser for Main
Street and the sidewalk plow.
Joe Stage
About 11 am, I excused myself
and went home. These guys
actually had to continue working until the snow stopped in the afternoon. On Friday the
11th their job is to go down Main Street and some of the side streets using the bucket
loader to pick up the piles of snow and move it over to the mulch yard.
These guys work really hard and care about the village. They are doing the best job they
can. The residences of the village can help them during snowstorms by keeping your
garbage cans slightly in and park your car’s off the road as far as possible.

Winterfest Snow
Sculptures

I did notice that when garbage cans are placed too close to the road it forces the plow truck
to plow around them. The drivers said they sometimes have hit the cans. I did see several
cans very close to the road. There were also several vehicles either sticking out the back
of their driveway or parked very close to the road. Please try to move your cans in slightly
from the edge of the road on those snowy days. I could see that the cans would be a real
problem if there was a real blowy snow day. It took about an hour and a half to do the
south end before returning to the DPW building. The other plow trucks started coming in
about the same time. The trucks get washed before they go back out again. Keeping the
salt off the trucks keeps them looking good and prevents excessive rusting.
During this first break I was able to go up to Origins with a couple of the drivers to get
coffee and a breakfast sandwich. Next I got to ride with Devon Moore.
Devon drives one of the two Ford 550s. It
is a bigger pickup truck with a salt bin on
the back and a smaller plow wing. Mike
McCrory, who I unfortunately was not
able to ride with, was driving the other 550
plow truck. Devon does the north side of
the village starting at Warren Street, goes
up around Hooker Avenue and the little
development in that area, Braeside Avenue,
across RT 281 and the developments north
of Route 41. There is more traffic at this
time of the morning so it was harder to
drive in a smooth fashion. You have to wait
for the cars to get out of the way. A couple
of little issues were reported from some of
the trucks; sticky cylinders or a stuck valve
which needed fixing. Nick Casterline, the
mechanic, seems to be everywhere helping
out where he can. We went back to the
shed after another hour and a half and took
a little break.

Kevin Slack's Creation

Devon Moore

Paul Coolidge runs the sidewalk plow. Unfortunately the cab for this plow is on backorder.
He is out there facing the cold without the cab for protection. He gets pretty cold, so he
comes in about every hour or so to warm-up. The village has about 12 miles of sidewalks
so he is out plowing for quite a long time.

Cayuga Street Entry

The Homer News •January 31, 2019. 7

21st Century
continued from page 5

thing: our world has changed. Like 9/11[a
series of four coordinated terrorist attacks
by the Islamic terrorist group al-Qaeda
on the United States on the morning of
Tuesday, September 11, 2001], we knew
we would not be operating or thinking the
same way.” Training for “active shooter
situations” would have been unthinkable
in Woolworth’s time or , for that matter,
in the days when students brought rifles
to the high school for science teacher
Gordon Rogers’ Rifle Club to use in
the “rifle range” under the auditorium.
The Living History Day held outside of the senior high school on May
18, 2007, carried a special significance.
It honored two servicemen. The day was
named for the late Sgt. Kenneth M. Eaton,
who served in the Pacific Theater in 19456 and operated the Homeville Museum
across from the Junior High School. He
had opened his home/museum to countless Homer students through the years.
His extensive collection of local, military,
and railroad artifacts is now housed at The
Central New York Living History Center.
In addition, May 18th at the high school
was dedicated to the memory of Homer
graduate PFC Shawn P. Falter, U.S. Army,
who that year had been killed in action
in Iraq while serving his country and
had been taken to his rest in Glenwood
Cemetery. Next year’s Kenneth M. Eaton
Living History Day coincided with the
bicentennial of the County and saw twice
as many organizations from around the
region participating. To help make the past
come alive, Marathon art teacher David
Quinlan portrayed Homer’s portrait painter Francis Carpenter. Homer’s new Town
Historian, Martin Sweeney, took on the
role of William Stoddard. Homer’s Gerald
Crozier was a very real General Robert E.
Lee. Indeed, history was “alive” in Homer.
It was about this time, too, that
the Homer Education Foundation was
created. Guided by a group of volunteer trustees from the community, the
Foundation was designed to accept financial donations to be used to support innovative programming and capital improvements not traditionally funded through
school tax dollars. The Foundation, under
the leadership of Homer graduate and
attorney Matt Neuman, still works to
provide that much needed vital support.
In May of 2007, it was announced
that the District had won a grant through the
College Board to cover the salary for two
years of a full-time instructor in Mandarin
Chinese from China. Yang Yanchao
(known as Mr. Yang) arrived in the fall
and resided with active Rotarians Bill and
Jean Cadwallader, whose home had once
been the earliest nineteenth century school
on the Green. Superintendent Larison said
that Homer was the first school in Central
New York to receive a native speaker of
Mandarin Chinese through the grant program. In addition, by this time, Homer
high school foreign language students
were participating in student exchange
programs and club trips to such places
as France, Germany, Spain, Costa Rica,
and Quebec. Opportunities for exposure
to other cultures were being inserted into
the curriculum, along with fieldtrips to
New York City and the Adirondacks for
cultural and environmental experiences.

On a Friday in March of 2008,
the Junior High was scheduled to present
the musical “Annie.” Mr. John Davies,
a grade 7 social studies teacher, was to
play the role of Daddy Warbucks. On
March 14, he sustained serious head
injuries in an automobile accident on
Route 281. The show ultimately went on
as a fundraiser for Davies’ rehabilitation,
with another person reading his lines and
another singing his songs. The cast took
the $300 collected for their cast party
and donated it to the cause. The Homer
Teachers Association and the Junior
High School Community Association
contributed funds. The community rallied. Chefs Tom and Mary Kiernan of
Homer coordinated the preparation and
packaging of a homemade lasagna dinner for “take away” from the Junior
High School. The support for the teacher
was truly remarkable but not surprising.
Everyone rallied to the cause and hoped
that Davies could, in time, return to his
job, but he never was able to do so.
Another drama was presented at the high school on May 16 and
17, 2008. This was the “Taming of the
Shrew.” It was the fiftieth anniversary
production of the Homer Shakespearean
Society founded by William S. Whiting
in April of 1958. After Whiting, William
Allen, Jeannine Giordano, and Louise
Felker-Holl served as capable advisors
of this “fellowship in a cry of players.” All but Giordano were alums of
the Society. According to the Cortland
Standard, Homer High School “has been
the only school in New York State and
possibly the nation to perform a different Shakespearean play each year.” A
reunion of Society alumni was part of
the celebration. One student exclaimed,
“This is just the beginning – wait until
we turn 100!” In 2017, Homer alum,
professional actor, and professor of theatre arts Kim Hubbard would commence
overseeing the spring Shakespearean
Play as well as the fall high school
drama production – an appropriate and
highly qualified individual to carry on
a Homer tradition started by his mentor,
Bill Whiting.
In July of 2008, four bids worth
$12.6 million of a $16.5 million capital
project were accepted by the school
board. Better security, wheelchair accessibility, and a new cafeteria and front
façade for the Elementary School were
included in the project. The façade was
to be reminiscent of the architecture
of the earlier schools on the site and
included the installation of the recast bell
of 1898 in the archway over the front
entrance where it remains today.
While a group of Homer
Junior High
students back in 1961
had thought it was inspiring to watch
the presidential inauguration of John
F. Kennedy on television, it paled in
comparison to a group of forty junior
high students and eight chaperones who
made the trip to the nation’s capital in
January of 2009 to witness first-hand the
swearing-in of the first black President,
Barack Obama. The teacher organizers,
Cassie Shurtleff, Kim Butts, and Stefanie
Liebowitz, wanted the students to be
on the National Mall when history was
being made. They said, “It’s something
they won’t forget.”
Something Homer School
Boards and Administrations would not

Keator Opera House
A sepia drawing from an old paper shows
a knickered shag of a lad
his taper wicking the lanterns
of the footlights
hushing the fluttering crowd
as the crimson grand drape rises
and the teasers part
under the proscenium arch
a mime in tails and black topper
takes a flat-footed walk down center
and makes an ovation bow
summoning Hose One brigade
they march from stage left wing
and pivot as the act drop parts
to a talent show’s farce with slapstick props
short ladders and canvas water pails
there were burlesque and vaudeville companies
showmen and women of renown
by their initials known
V and CS lady minstrels serenade
before the main act HJ had excitedly booked
the Slave Cabin Jubilee Singers
from abolitionist Ohio
he bragged over cider at the Hedges
of blackface agile dancers in white tap shoes
was sadly spurned as a revivalist gospel choir
sang to bad reviews but redeemed
when the Free-State Players’ Uncle Tom’s Cabin
drew a packed house every night
the mansard roof’s bricks reach above
a bugle and drum parade, a gowned diva
in high soprano bade a drifting aria
to her handsome tenor from the iron balcony
by the tall windows reflecting sundown
and in the dance hall a yellow banjo picks
songs of the day in sounds of a band’s
waltz or round, well-dressed couples dance and sway
---Gary Weatherb
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forget was the series of years, starting
in 2009, of constructing annual school
budgets with much reduced state aid. It
was announced in January that Governor
David Paterson was cutting state aid for all
schools in the state. Homer was to see a 3
percent reduction, which was significant
for a school like Homer that then relied
upon the state for 66 percent of its revenue. It meant a budget shortfall in excess
of $1 million. Public input was sought on
where to trim the budget. One resident

&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

suggested cutting staff before taking away
programs such as a sports team. Another
resident countered that cutting teaching
positions would create larger class sizes,
which would decrease the quality of education for students. It was a dilemma. And
it would not go away.

Next Installment: 2009: A Year
of Learning about Homer’s
Past
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Village of Homer News
«¾ÁÁ¶¼º ¨¾¹ºÌ¶ÁÀ Áº¶Ç¾Ã¼ ªÅ¹¶Éº
w¬½Î ½¶ÈÃ|É ÂÎ È¾¹ºÌ¶ÁÀ ·ººÃ ÅÁÄÌº¹ ÎºÉw
¬º ½¶Ëº ½º¶Ç¹ ÎÄÊÇ ¸ÄÃ¸ºÇÃÈ È ÎÄÊ ÀÃÄÌ É½¾È Ì¶È É½º Çº¾Ã¸¶ÇÃ¶É¾ÄÃ Ä» ¶ ÅÇÄ¼Ç¶Â ÃÄÉ Ä»»ºÇº¹ ¾Ã
É½º «¾ÁÁ¶¼º Ä» ÄÂºÇ È¾Ã¸º ¶ÇÇÎ ¶Á¶Áº ºÁ¾Â¾Ã¶Éº¹ ¾É ¹Êº ÉÄ ¸ÄÃ¸ºÇÃÈ »ÇÄÂ ÇºÈ¾¹ºÃÉÈ ¾Ã  £ÄÌ
ÈÄÂº  Îº¶ÇÈ Á¶ÉºÇ Ìº ·ÇÄÊ¼½É É½º ÅÇÄ¼Ç¶Â ·¶¸À ¶Ã¹ Ã¶ÉÊÇ¶ÁÁÎ É½ºÇº ½¶Ëº ·ººÃ Áº¶ÇÃ¾Ã¼ ¾ÈÈÊºÈ
»ÄÇ ÊÈ
©½º ÄÇ¹ºÇ ¾Ã Ì½¾¸½ É½º ÈÉÇººÉÈ ¶Çº ¶¹¹ÇºÈÈº¹ ¶Çº ·¶Èº¹ ÄÃ É½º ÂÄÈÉ ÊÈº¹ ÇÄÊÉºÈ É½¶É ÄÊÇ À¾¹È ÊÈº
ÉÄ Ì¶ÁÀ ÉÄ È¸½ÄÄÁ ¾Ã É½º ÂÄÇÃ¾Ã¼ Ì½¾¸½ ¾È ÄÊÇ x ÅÇ¾ÄÇ¾ÉÎ »ÉºÇ É½¶É Ìº ¶¹¹ÇºÈÈ É½º ·ÊÈ¾ÃºÈÈ
¹¾ÈÉÇ¾¸ÉÈ ¶Ã¹ É½ºÃ ·º¼¾Ã ÌÄÇÀ¾Ã¼ É½ÇÄÊ¼½ ÈÄÂº Ä» É½º ÁºÈÈºÇ ÉÇ¶»Ĳ¸Àº¹ ÈÉÇººÉÈ ¶È Ìº ¸¶Ã
¬º ¶Çº ÈÉ¾ÁÁ Ì¶¾É¾Ã¼ »ÄÇ É½º ½º¶Éº¹ ¸¶· ÉÄ ¶ÇÇ¾Ëº ¶Ã¹ ÈÄ ÄÊÇ ºÂÅÁÄÎººÈ ¶Çº ·¶ÉÉÁ¾Ã¼ ºÍÉÇºÂº ¸ÄÁ¹
¸ÄÃ¹¾É¾ÄÃÈ ·º¾Ã¼ ÄÊÉ É½ºÇº ÄÃ ½º Â¶¸½¾ÃºÈ »ÄÇ ½ÄÊÇÈ ¶É ¶ É¾Âº ¶Ã¹ ÈÄ Ìº ¶Çº ½¶Ë¾Ã¼ ÉÄ Á¾Â¾É É½º¾Ç
É¾Âº ¶Ã¹ ÇÄÉ¶Éº ÅºÄÅÁº ¶Ã¹ ÈÄÂºÉ¾ÂºÈ ¶ È¾¹ºÌ¶ÁÀ ¼ºÉÈ Â¾ÈÈº¹ ©½ºÈº ·Ê¼È Ì¾ÁÁ ¶ÁÁ ¼ºÉ ÌÄÇÀº¹ ÄÊÉ
¶È Ìº ¼Ä ¶Ã¹ ¶»ÉºÇ ÃºÍÉ ÌººÀ Ì½ºÃ Ìº ½¶Ëº É½º ½º¶Éº¹ ¸¶· ¶Ã¹ É½º È¶ÁÉ ÈÅÇº¶¹ºÇ É½¾Ã¼È Ì¾ÁÁ ¼ºÉ
º¶È¾ºÇ
Ã É½º Âº¶ÃÉ¾Âº Ìº ¹Ä ¶ÈÀ »ÄÇ ÎÄÊÇ Å¶É¾ºÃ¸º » Ìº ¹¾¹ ÃÄÉ ¼ºÉ ÉÄ ÎÄÊÇ Ì¶ÁÀ ÎºÉ ÎÄÊ ¶Çº ÌºÁ¸ÄÂº
ÉÄ ¸Áº¶Ç ¾É ÎÄÊÇÈºÁ» ¶È ÎÄÊ ÌÄÊÁ¹ ½¶Ëº ¹ÄÃº ¾Ã É½º ÅÇºË¾ÄÊÈ  Îº¶ÇÈ ¹ÄÃ|É »ººÁ ÎÄÊ Ãºº¹ ÉÄ Ì¶¾É »ÄÇ
ÊÈ ¬º ¶Çº ¶ÁÈÄ ÂÄË¾Ã¼ ÈÄÂºÄÃº ÉÄ ¶ Èº¸ÄÃ¹ È½¾»É ¿ÊÈÉ »ÄÇ È¾¹ºÌ¶ÁÀÈ ÈÄ É½¶É Ìº Ì¾ÁÁ ½¶Ëº ÈÄÂºÄÃº
ÌÄÇÀ¾Ã¼ ÄÃ ¾É »ÇÄÂ ¶Â ÉÄ ÅÂ º¶¸½ ¹¶Î Ì½¾¸½ Ì¾ÁÁ ½ÄÅº»ÊÁÁÎ ¶ÁÁÄÌ ÊÈ ÉÄ ÀººÅ ¾Ã »ÇÄÃÉ Ä» ÈÃÄÌ
ÈÎÈÉºÂÈ ¶È É½ºÎ ½¾É

» ÎÄÊÇ È¾¹ºÌ¶ÁÀ ½¶È ÃÄÉ ·ººÃ ¹ÄÃº ¶É ¶ÁÁ ¾Ã ¶ 
½ÄÊÇ ÅºÇ¾Ä¹ ÄÇ É½ºÇº ¶Çº ÄÉ½ºÇ ¾ÈÈÊºÈ ÅÁº¶Èº ¹Ä
£¤© ¸¶ÁÁ ÄÊÇ ¥¬ ¹¾Çº¸ÉÁÎ
¥Áº¶Èº ¸¶ÁÁ ÊÈ ½ºÇº ¶É É½º «¾ÁÁ¶¼º Ä» ÄÂºÇ Â¶¾Ã
Ä»Ĳ¸º
 
¤ÊÇ ÈÉ¶»» Ì¾ÁÁ É¶Àº ¹ÄÌÃ É½º ¾Ã»ÄÇÂ¶É¾ÄÃ ¶Ã¹ ÇºÁ¶Î ºËºÇÎÉ½¾Ã¼ »ÄÇ ÎÄÊ Ì½¾¸½ ¶ÁÁÄÌÈ ÄÊÇ ¥¬ »ÄÁÀÈ
ÉÄ ÈÉ¶Î »Ä¸ÊÈº¹ ÄÃ É½º É¶ÈÀ ¶É ½¶Ã¹ Ç¶É½ºÇ É½¶Ã ÈÅºÃ¹¾Ã¼ É½º¾Ç ¹¶Î ÄÃ É½º Å½ÄÃº
¨Ä É½¶ÃÀ ÎÄÊ »ÄÇ ÎÄÊÇ Å¶É¾ºÃ¸º ¶È Ìº ÈÄÇÉ É½ÇÄÊ¼½ ºËºÇÎÉ½¾Ã¼ ¶Ã¹ ¾ÇÄÃ ÄÊÉ ¶ÁÁ É½º À¾ÃÀÈ ¶Ã¹ ÅÁº¶Èº
¾» É½ºÇº ¾È ¶Ã ¾ÈÈÊº ¸¶ÁÁ ÄÊÇ Ä»Ĳ¸º ¹¾Çº¸ÉÁÎ ¶Ã¹ ÇºÅÄÇÉ ¾É É½ºÇº ¶Ã¹ Ìº Ì¾ÁÁ ºÃÈÊÇº ¾É ¼ºÉÈ ¶¹¹ÇºÈÈº¹
©½¶ÃÀ ÎÄÊv
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News from the Library

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Did you know the library now opens at
10 am on Fridays? Stop by and see us.

Our TEchExplorers program, includes
a robotics component using Cubelets
for K- 5th graders and an electronics invention component using Little
Bits for 3rd through 6th graders. These
programs are funded by a generous
donation from a community member.
Cubelets will be on Wednesday Feb.
6th from 4:30 to 5:15 pm. Little Bits
will be on Wednesday, Feb. 13th from
4:30 to 5:30 pm. Space is limited to 5
children. Sign up starts a week prior to
each program.

Toddler Story Time

Minecraft

Squirrel Appreciation
Pippi, my Newfoundland, barked
out the window threatening to go right
through it. It was her “the squirrels are
about to attack” bark, which means
they were invading the bird feeders.
Pippi feels that squirrels are the fiercest
enemy there is, just like most people
who try to outwit them at their birdfeeders feel. As much as I know I should
share the sentiment, I don’t.
I have a birdfeeder that is shaped
like a house and on that day, the grey
squirrel in question had hooked the
claws of his back feet over the roof of
the birdfeeder and was dangling upside
down so he could reach the one inch
wide platform below. He grabbed fistfuls of bird seed and stuffed them into
his mouth, while Pippi barked from the
dog room window. As much birdseed as
those squirrels eat, I should be chasing
them away. Yet, squirrels are the super
heroes of the animal kingdom. I can’t
help but admire their athleticism, agility, and upside down antics. So, I just let
them eat at my feeder, much to Pippi’s
dismay.
I’ve seen squirrels change their mind
five times as to which direction to run
when they scamper out in front of my
car and they still manage to get away
(faster than a speeding bullet?). I’ve
watched them run up the side of my
barn and into a hole I didn’t know existed (more powerful that a locomotive?).
It goes without saying they can leap
incredible lengths (leap a tall building
in a single bound?). Once when walking
my dogs up the lane behind our house,
a squirrel ran up a tree, scampered out
onto a bouncing limb, and leaped about
ten feet across the lane to land in a tree
on the other side. The dogs were still
trying to figure out where it had gone
on the right side of the lane, while the
squirrel was running down a tree on the
left.
It’s not just their abilities to run and
jump and tightrope walk either. They
have other amazing abilities. Once in
college, I saw a mother squirrel sitting
in the middle of a sidewalk nursing
her two young kits. She was obviously
exhausted and so skinny her bones
poked through her skin. Her coat was
dull with huge patches of fur missing,
but her babies were plump, almost full
grown, with beautiful shiny coats. That
squirrel mom might not have been feeling very athletic, but she certainly had
given her all as a mom.
If you’re battling invading squirrels
at your birdfeeder, I’d encourage you
to read the picture books, Those Darn
Squirrels, Those Darn Squirrels Fly

South, and Those Darn Squirrels and
the Cat Next Door by Adam Rubin and
Daniel Salmieri. They’ll prove what
I’ve been trying to explain to Pippi all
winter. Squirrels are just amazing.

What’s New at the Library?
New Hours

Toddler story time with Miss
Ashley is on Wednesdays at 10:30 am.
This fun program for children from
infants to pre-school age meets every
Wednesday morning when school is in
session. There is no program on snow
days or school vacation. Upcoming
themes include:
January 30th- Monkeys
February 6th: Opposites
February 13th: Love and Friendship
February 20th: no program (winter
break)
February 27th: Babies

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is every
Wednesday from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games,
and songs. Upcoming themes are:
Jan. 30th – Snow and Winter Stories
Feb. 6th – Feed the birds (and maybe
the squirrels, too)
Feb. 13th – Bathtubs
Feb. 20th – No programs (winter
break)
Feb. 27th – Tongue Twisters and
Riddles

Teatime at the Library
The library has a new podcast,
Teatime at the Library. Join us for conversations about the love of reading.
You can find a link to the podcast from
our website or Facebook page.

Lego Club
Lego Club for children in K- 2nd
grade will be Monday, Feb. 4th from
4-5 pm. The 3rd through 5th graders
will meet on Monday, Feb. 11th from
4-5 pm.

Mad Scientist Club
Our Science Club for K-2nd graders
will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 5th from
4:30 to 5:15 pm. Mad Scientists for
February will be Electric! So be sure
to sign up! Registration will begin on
January 29th. Space is limited.

Love to play Minecraft? Those in
3rd-6th grade meet to play Minecraft
on Saturday, February 9th from 10:30
am till 12 pm. Space is limited to fine.
Pre-registration is required and starts on
Feb. 2nd.

Jr. High Writers
Any 6th through 8th grader interested
in writing can sign up for our Jr. High
writers’ group which will meet Mondays
February 11th, Feb. 25th, March 4th and
March 11th from 3:30 - 5 pm. We’ll be
focusing on turning real life events into
fiction and writing humor. Stop by the
library to sign up.

Fiction, Food, and Flick
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for just
the book discussion, just the food and
flick, or for both.
The book/movie for February is
Chocolat by Joanne Harris. We’ll be
discussing the book on February 19th
at 6 pm and we’ll watch the movie on
February 26th at 6 pm.

Coding Classes
A new coding class for 3rd through 5th
grade will meet on Wednesdays, Feb.
20th and 27th from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.
Participants will play coding games to
practice learning to think like a coder.
Registration starts on February 6th.
Space is limited, please register early.

MakerSpace in the Wonder and
Discover Center
Our MakerSpace is open to everyone
on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:30
pm. Come learn and play with everything from Little Bits (an electronic
building blocks that snap together to
make ideas into inventions), Cubelets
(magnetic robotics), Snap Circuits
(electronic kits to learn about electricity), and other building and engineering
toys. The library’s Knight of the Tech
Table is available to help with whatever

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE
607 749-7400
207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY

8b17

tool adults and children what to use.
Stop by for some fun on Wednesday
evenings.

Screenwriting and Filmmaking for
Jr. and Sr. High Students
Join us for a Screenwriting and
Filmmaking boot camp during Winter
Break. Open to students in Jr. and
Sr. High, the program will run from
Monday, February 18th through
Thursday, February 21st. Session will
meet each morning from 10 am until
noon. Participants will work together
to write a short script and film 1-2
minute movies. In honor of author
Chris Grabenstein, who will be visiting Homer in May, we’ll be making
“Escape from the Library,” movies.
Registration starts on Feb. 4th. Space
is limited, so stop by and sign up early.

“What is it you plan to do with
your one wild and precious life?”
tea
Are you a Mary Oliver fan? Come
join us for a celebration of her life.
We’ll read her poems aloud, drink tea,
and maybe even write a few poems
ourselves. Join us on Tuesday afternoon, February 19th at 3 pm as we all
discover our wild and precious lives
together.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The Phillips Free Library’s Board
of Trustees will meet on Monday,
February 11th at 7 pm in our Wonder
and Discovery Center. Meetings are
open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
10 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

Heritage Realty

607
Apples - Sharp Cheese - Produce
Our Bakery Products are Delicious !
ZZZDQGHUVRQVPNWFRP

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell

$UJXHWD·V6SHFLDOW\&RIIHH'DLO\+RW/XQFKHV
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Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

PRE

PP

E
VIC

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Since 1968

SU

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

4 Convenient Locations:

UM SER
MI

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

12b17

Solutions to ANY water problem

P

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

PROBLEM WATER?

EL

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

(607) 749-3314

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
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Elizabeth Brewster House

12b16

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org
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Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

.
..
.
1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
This Could Be YOUR
Business Card Ad
$15 for 1 issue
$85.50 for 6 issues
email your ad to:
editor@thehomernews.com
credit card payments accepted

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

607-591-0105
owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

THEME: GRAMMY AWARDS
ACROSS
1. Bird hangout
6. Loquacious person’s gift?
9. Columbus launcher
13. Nebraska’s largest city
14. Not a thing
15. Hispaniola republic
16. Shmear holder
17. Brouhaha
18. Court call
19. *Gaga and Cooper hit
21. *The Recording ____
23. *Drake’s “Nice ____ What”
24. Doe’s mate
25. *Best New Artist, 1983: ____ at
Work
28. Aquarium show star
30. *”Why don’t you just meet me in
the ____”
35. Line of symmetry
37. Itty-bitty bit
39. Unwelcome message on computer screen
40. Roll call call
41. *”Reputation” artist
43. “The Bridges of Madison County”
state
44. Implant
46. Delhi wrap
47. Politicians, for short
48. Isaac of science fiction fame
50. *Grammy Hall of Fame’s
“Sixteen ____”
52. Sodium solution
53. French Riviera city
55. Trigonometry abbr.
57. Danced to Miami Sound Machine
in 1985
61. *____ Center
65. Bay window
66. Poor man’s caviar
68. Home to BYU
69. Dished out
70. Three strikes
71. Like yesterday’s meal
72. ‘80s sitcom “Who’s the ____?”
73. *”____ Robinson,” 1968
74. Giving up the ghost
DOWN
1. Ugly crowds
2. Wet nurse
3. Indian music
4. Elf’s perch
5. Inciting call to a hunting hound
6. Bite like a beaver
7. A hand
8. Swell up
9. Persian backgammon

email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

6WHYH'X0RQG

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

10. Adjutant
11. Type of cell
12. Well-ventilated
15. Deli offering
20. Florentine iris
22. Tucker of “Modern Family”
24. Fill to satisfaction
25. *Fall Out boy’s album
26. End-of-semester events
27. Nimbus, pl.
29. Hang out till these come home?
31. Type of coffee maker
32. Salivate
33. Humble
34. Make blank
36. Appear to be
38. Bushy do
42. Color lightly
45. *Childish Gambino’s name
49. *What nominees do
51. Like lathered hands
54. Read-only memory device
56. Aerosol can emanation
57. Toothy groomer
58. Three-ply dunker
59. Lice eggs
60. *Bee ____, multiple awards winner
61. Series of reps, pl.
62. “Laughing on the inside” text
63. Fifty-fifty
64. *____ of the Year
67. Partaker’s pronoun

VOL

ISS

9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
10

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
1
2
3
4
5
6

PUB DATE

DEADLINE

2/14/2019
2/28/2019
3/14/2019
3/28/2019
4/11/2019
4/25/2019
5/9/2019
5/23/2019
6/6/2019

2/5/2019
2/19/2019
3/5/2019
3/19/2019
4/2/2019
4/16/2019
4/30/2019
5/14/2019
5/28/2019
6/11/2019
6/25/2019
7/9/2019
7/23/2019
8/6/2019
8/20/2019
9/3/2019

6/20/2019
7/3/2019
7/18/2019
8/1/2019
8/15/2019
8/29/2019
9/12/2019

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
Jan 17
Puzzle

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE - Junk
removal, Interior Painting, Staining, Clean
Outs houses & barns, Lawn Mowing,
Pressure Washing Houses & Decks,
Driveway Sealing, Gutter Cleaning, Spring
Cleanups, Landscaping, Much more. Fully
Insured, Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676.
2b19
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Winterfest Scenes

McGruff the Crime Dog

Anderson's Market at the Wine & Cheese Tasting - American Legion

SPCA

FUNDRAISER at

Cortland
February 15

(Friday)

from 7:00 am until closing (10:00 pm)
Bring this ad or tell your server you’re there for Cortland County
SPCA and the SPCA receives 20% of your bill
For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!

