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Around Town
Medicare
Seminar
April 16
The Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging is hosting a
presentation for people who
are approaching Medicare eligibility; to review the costs,
coverage and options a person
has once they have Medicare.
If you are going to be turning 65 or have been collecting
Social Security Disability for
two years, this will offer education on choices you need
to think about or make, once
Medicare coverage starts.
Medicare Education
Consultant Eric Hausman will
be presenting on Medicare
Parts A, B, C, and D, and Sarah
Jane Blake, from NY State
Wide Senior Action Council will
present on patient rights and
Medicare fraud prevention.
The agency’s certified HIICAP
(Health Insurance Information
Counseling and Assistance
Program) counselors will also
be available to answer questions or to schedule individual
appointments for further assistance.
This presentation will be
on April 16 at 4:30pm in the
County Office Building, Room
B40. There is no charge for
this seminar, but registration
is appreciated by calling 7535060.

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE

Homer Legion
Lists 2 Events

Americana Vineyards
Sponsoring "WOOFSTOCK"
Paint a Pet Picture and Earn Funds For Pets

Sunday, March 17th the American
Legion Post 465, 63 S. Main
St., Homer will be holding a St.
Patrick's Day Dinner from noon
to 7 p.m. or until gone. You will
have your choice between corn beef
and cabbage or ham and cabbage.
Family Friendly Pricing. Proceeds
help fund the many Veteran and
Community Service projects of the
American Legion.

Last year, our Paint Your Pet for Woofstock kicked off our fundraising
efforts for you guys. And we're doing it again this year on March 28th.
People need to register by March 21 and email in a pic of their pet that
they want to paint before the class on the 28th so the artists have time to
prepare the canvases.

Sunday, May 31 the American
Legion Family of Post 465, 63 S.
Main St. Homer, will be holding a
Breakfast Buffet from 8-11 am.
Omelets will be available and are
included in the price. Veteran,
Senior Citizen and children discounts. Proceeds to benefit the
many Veteran and community service projects of the American Legion
Family.

We currently only have 2 people registered. Last year we had 30. So that
gives you an idea how far behind we are.

25% of the class fee for this class goes to YOU, so we'd really appreciate
you helping get the word out about this event over the next few weeks.
If you could post about it or share our posts & link to the event on your
social media that would be great. Or if you'd add the event registration
link into your posts or newsletters, that would be great.

Here are the links:
Facebook event link: https://www.facebook.com/
events/366473294186635/
Registration link: https://www.wineanddesign.com/calendars/event.php
?id=139130&fbclid=IwAR33PJ5hyAcDjfuvridnV00QEi--wEWFHCDGUyqND4boNTZCdFqp-COcSPM

Skating Club Presents
“Under the Big Top on Ice”
The Cortland Figure Skating Club is proud to present its 2019
production of “Under the Big Top on Ice” which will be performed Saturday March 30 at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday March 31
at 1:30 p.m.at the J/M. McDonald Sports Complex. The show
will include approximately 45 skaters from the club itself and the
Learn to Skate program. Our skaters range from 2-18 years of
age, from beginner to senior levels. Several club members will
be highlighted as soloists, and there will be group numbers as
well. Admission fees will be in effect, with children 3 and under
are free. For more information, please visit cortlandskating.com.
The Cortland Figure Skating Club is a non-profit organization
that provides lessons for all ages and ability levels at the J.M
McDonald Sports Complex. Skaters have the opportunity to
develop their skills in the areas of Freestyle, Ice Dancing, and
Moves in the Field. The Club is affiliated with the United States
Figure Skating Association (USFSA), the national governing
body for the sport of figure skating in the United States.

Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

607 749-7400

Caregivers
Support Group
Come join us! And meet with others
who are also coping with caregiving
issues.
The Caregivers Support Group meets
monthly, every 4th Thursday.
(November and December we will
meet the 2nd Thursday).
Open to those who provide care and
support for a loved one, friend or
neighbor who is 60 or older.
We meet at the Guthrie Cortland
Medical Center in the Basement,
Conference Room B, from 3-4 pm.

• Walk-ins are welcome.
• Sponsored by the Cortland
County Area Agency on Aging’s
Caregiver Resource Center.
• For more information call the
Caregivers Resource Center at (607)
753-5060.

Post Frame
Steel Frame
Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY
EVENTS
CALENDAR
Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: March 19, 2019 for the March
28, 2019 issue.

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HQLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC
137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239
Big or Small We Tackle It All
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Team Hage
4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Quality Agents ~ Quality Service
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Local Research Suggests Stream Buffers
Increase Water Quality

Volunteer
"Balance"
Coaches
Needed

By Christine Georgakakos

Chances are you know someone
who has fallen or who is afraid of falling. “A Matter of Balance” is a proven
program designed to help people manage concerns about falls and increase
physical activity. Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging and its Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) are
looking for volunteers to help provide
this program.
“A Matter of Balance: Managing
Concerns About Falls” is conducted
in two-hour sessions over 8 weeks
and uses group discussion, problem–
solving strategies, videos, and gentle
physical exercise. Older adults learn
positive coping methods to reduce
fear of falling and remain active and
independent.
“A Matter of Balance” coaches help
participants become more confident
about managing falls by believing they
can increase their strength, find ways
to reduce falls, and protect themselves
if they do fall. In addition, participants
report they have increased the amount
they exercise on a regular basis.
“A Matter of Balance” coaches need
good communication and interpersonal
skills, enthusiasm, dependability, and
a willingness to co-lead small groups
of older adults. Coaches also need to
be able to lead low to moderate level
exercise.
Two-Day Training for Volunteer
Coaches will be held Thursday, April
4 from 8:30am–12:30pm and Friday,
April 5 from 8:30am–12:30pm at the
County Office Building in Cortland.
To register for the training or for
more information, contact Cindy Stout,
Coordinator for “A Matter of Balance”
at RSVP, at 753-5057 or cstout@cortlandco.org.

Go for drive, take your bike of a spin,
or hit the roads on foot, and it doesn’t
take long to encounter some of greater
Homer’s many cows. Livestock and
field crop agriculture is a huge part of
the land use and culture of our community.
Agriculture often takes the blame for
many water quality issues that surface
waters encounter. Whether it is algae
blooms in some of our local Finger
Lakes or well/municipal drinking water
contaminant levels, the impact of our
local agriculture is woven into the fabric
of what it means to live in Homer.
There are many best management
strategies that farmers work hard to
employ that minimize the impacts of
farm operations on local water, air and
soil. Each of these management strategies takes careful planning, maintenance, and engineering. One such strategy is the delineation of stream buffers
around farm surface waters. The goal
of this strategy is to keep cows out of
the stream, allowing stream banks to
stabilize and vegetation to grow.
But this practice does not come without obstacles to the farmer: livestock
must be given alternative water supplies, fences must be constructed and
maintained, portions of pastures must
be fenced off, and the occasional curious cow must be led back outside of the
buffered area.
Riparian buffers are meant to intercept
water flowing overland into the streambed. The intention is to slow the water,
allowing settling of sediments and utilization of nutrients by vegetation within
the buffer. What buffers do not do is
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alleviate point sources. Point sources
effectively short circuit buffers and channel contaminated flow directly into the
stream. Examples of point sources might
include tile drains, pond effluents, or
gully drainages. These point sources are
common and can reduce the benefits of
implementing a buffer.
However, recent research* suggests
that despite the sometimes counter productive point sources and stray cows in
the stream, buffers still work to reduce
in stream nutrient loading on livestock
farms. The simple act of preventing
cows from entering the streambed helps
remove sediment and phosphorous from
the water column just one year after
implementing the system, the study
shows.
If you are considering implementing
a stream buffer, consider these three
tips prior to construction: (1) include
likely-to-be-saturated areas within the
buffer zone. These areas generate a large

amount of runoff during storms, and if
included in the buffer can significantly
reduce stream nutrient loads. (2), be
prepared to change the size and shape
of your buffer if newly saturated areas
develop in pastures/fields. And (3),
identify and attempt to alleviate point
nutrient sources along with your buffer
implementation plan.
See if you can spot this subtle management strategy on our local farms
next time you survey Homer’s hills.
* Georgakakos, Morris, Walter. 2018.
Challenges and opportunities with on farm
research: Total and soluble reactive stream
phosphorus before and after implementation of a cattle-exclusion, riparian buffer. Frontiers in Environmental Science.
[doi:10.3389/fenvs.2018.00071].
A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year for 1st Class
Mail. Call 749-2613
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

A Brief History of Education in Homer: 1819 – 2019
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All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
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FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be March 28, 2019.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is March 19, 2019.

The Homer Central School District is the home of the Homer Trojans and “Blue
Pride.” The stalwart city of Troy, under siege for ten years, figures prominently in
the epic poems of the ancient Greek poet Homer, and provides the school’s namesake. Part of “Blue Pride” includes pride in our historic roots, in our stalwart
behavior in athletics and other competitions, and in a tradition of academic excellence that dates back to February 2, 1819, when the genesis of today’s school, an
academy on the Green, was chartered by the State of New York.
We have now entered into the bicentennial year of state-approved education in
Homer. To help celebrate this event, this column has been running installments
covering more than 200 years of local education. It is hoped that readers will have
found this to be informative and entertaining.
From the arrival of the town’s first settlers of European descent until today, the
story of education in Homer can be broken down into four phases of development.
First, there were the elementary schools of the early settlers. Then there was the
Academy on the Green as a private institution of learning from 1819 to 1873. Next
on the scene was the union free school district that incorporated the Academy as a
public high school from 1873 to 1946. And finally, there is the centralized school
district of the past seventy years that has experienced remarkable growth, change,
and controversy.
Twentieth installment: Homer

Central School: The Ruscio Years

History was made with the hiring of
Ms. Nancy Stoker Ruscio to become the
Superintendent of Homer Schools effective January 1, 2011. Ruscio was only
the second female and the first Homer
Central School graduate (Class of 1972)
to be appointed to the positon. From an
elementary school teacher in Moravia,
she worked her way up to the position
of Canandaigua City School District’s
assistant superintendent of schools and
brought to Homer an exceptional depth
and breadth of understanding of educational issues. She had family members
in the area, including her father Max
Stoker who had served as a Homer Board
of Education member for over 20 years,
had been a bus driver for the District, and
had been a county legislator. Despite the
challenging financial times for schools
and a move that meant a reduction in her
personal income, Ruscio indicated she
was excited to be coming back home.
“I don’t think many individuals get that
opportunity and that makes it special to
me,” she said.
And the times were, indeed, challenging in several ways for public schools.
Superintendent Ruscio predicted for the
Board and Administration that they would
be called upon for “courageous conversations.” She was correct. The Regents
approved the adoption in January of 2011
of the Common Core Learning Standards
for Pre-K through grade 12. This proved
to be controversial and not just in how
poorly the State rolled it out. At the same
time, a huge deficit in the State’s budget
caused Albany to close that gap by taking
back each year’s state aid money from
public schools. This was known as the Gap
Elimination Adjustment (GEA). Schools
were asked to do more with less funding.
For Homer, developing a school budget
for 2011-2012 without program and staff
cuts and tax increases was thwarted by a
loss of $2.3 million in state aid. Homer
made plans to take about $1 million from
reserves (a school’s savings accounts) and
$1.4 million from the district’s fund balance to close the district’s gap between
budgeted revenues and expenditures for
2011-2012.
Every year the District would have to
wait for final state aid totals to determine the number of position cuts, the tax
levy, and the amount of ever-diminishing
reserves to dip into, but the State did not
always release the state aid figures by
April 1st. And the public budget vote was
always mid-May. The school board was

continually imploring the community to
contact their state representatives and ask
for a restoration of the school’s aid.
By early 2015 the state got out of
the red and had a $10 billion surplus,
but the GEA was projected to continue
unless Governor Andrew Cuomo’s proposed “reforms” of tenure and teacher
evaluation were accepted by state legislators. The “hostage taking” of funds was
said to be revenge for the State teachers
union not backing Cuomo for re-election
in 2014. Not until the State’s 2016-2017
budget was approved did the GEA come
to a permanent end. By then, Homer had
been denied over $15 million because of
the GEA. Some districts, at the time, faced
depleted reserves and insolvency.
Courts found that the State had violated
and continued to ignore its constitutional
obligation to provide sufficient financial
resources to educate all of its children.
A report showed that rural schools and
poorer districts lost more aid than wealthier districts. The state’s funding formula
lacked equity. Schools like Homer had to
constantly find cost-saving measures, such
as sharing a Director of Transportation
with the Cortland Enlarged School District
and only offering two foreign languages,
French and Spanish. The school board
faced difficult and controversial decisions
and had “courageous conversations.” The
budget for 2011-2012 passed by only
131 votes (533-402) and represented five
position cuts. Only one Board incumbent,
Sonia Apker, sought and won re-election.
The other two open seats were filled by
“write-in votes” for William Pedrick and
Luke Morenus.
At the same time, the State mandated
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s so-called “2%
property tax cap.” This was a misnomer.
The yearly “cap number” was one part of
an eight-step, math-intensive formula that
led each school district to its own, unique,
tax levy cap. This was referred to as a
district’s ““maximum allowable levy.” If a
school district wanted to exceed the levy, it
had to get voter approval, and not just the
usual half-plus-one approval, but a supermajority of 60 percent or more. Needless
to say, schools found it difficult to get the
60 percent. Just 36 of the roughly 700
districts in the state sought an “override”
on May 17 of 2016. Homer never sought
an “override” during the Ruscio years.
Through belt tightening, prudent cuts, and
dipping into reserve funds, the District was
able to go to the voters with a 0% increase
in the tax levy three years in a row and still

provide an education with “rigor” -- meaning that the instruction challenged and
nurtured each and every student.
To further complicate matters, schools had
to contend with unfunded state mandates,
and they were trying to integrate costly
technology into all the curricular areas to
better engage students in learning. Thus,
Homer schools introduced the use of Apple
iPads (handheld tablet computers) in the
classroom.
On Friday evening, October 14, 2011,
tragedy struck during a football game
at Butts Field. A sixteen-year old defensive lineman for Phoenix Central School’s
Firebirds, Ridge Barden, sustained bleeding on the brain likely caused by a helmet-to-helmet collision during the game.
He was pronounced dead two hours later
at Cortland Regional Medical Center.
A Homecoming Dance that night at
Homer was cut short when the news was
announced. On Monday, Homer students
wore orange, Phoenix’s color. The football
team, in coats and ties, attended Barden’s
calling hours on Wednesday. An amazing number of messages were exchanged
between the two grief-stricken schools. At
the next game, against Camden, Homer
players wore orange socks and RB stickers
on their helmets. Gary Podsiedlik, varsity
football coach and math teacher, noted,
“When the worst thing happens to you, the
goodness in people comes out.” There was,
also, an increase in conversations about
policies governing sports related concussions.
In November, a group from the University
of Rochester was hired to facilitate efforts
of a 43-member committee of community members, district officials, faculty,
and others seeking to craft an updated
vision statement and a strategic five-year
plan for the district. The goal was to
provide a reference point for future decisions in such areas as curriculum, modes
of instructional intervention, maintenance,
community partnerships, and budget and
finance. Long-range strategic planning and
data collection would be a hallmark of the
Ruscio years.
In early December it was announced that
Homer Central was named to the College
Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Honor
Roll. This meant the district had increased
the number of students taking AP tests for
college credits and maintained the percentage of its students scoring a 3, 4, or 5
over the past three years. Homer offered
AP courses in European and American
History, Biology, English, U.S. Politics
& Government, Music, and Calculus.
Superintendent Ruscio stated, “It’s a tremendous honor.” Homer was one of 367
school districts in the U.S. and Canada
to receive the award and the only district
in Central New York. The honor was
bestowed again in 2017. Offering students
a rigorous academic path has been a tradition in Homer dating back to its days as an
academy.
Lacrosse was not a school sport in the
Academy’s days, but on June 2, 2012,
boys’ lacrosse, under Coach Tom Cottrell,
made history with a Class C quarterfinal
win over Salmon River. The Trojans went
on to play PennYan but were thwarted in
their efforts to reach the state finals. In
varsity football, by the end of the season
in 2017, Homer would have captured the
Section 3 Class B West Division championship crown five years in a row. Though
the Trojans failed to take the state title,
they took on such schools as MaineEndwell with its impressive winning streak
of 49 straight games, and Homer fans
remained loyal. They understood Homer’s
tradition of fighting hard and showing
good character, which was traceable back
to the days of Coach “Iron Mike” Norris.

Ruscio Years

continued page 7
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ITT KWUM Ja IVL \ISM I \W]Z

 $SSURYH 3URFHGXUH IRU $XGLWLQJ &ODLPV
 $SSURYH XSGDWHG 9HKLFOH 8VDJH 3ROLF\
 5HYLHZ DQG $SSURYH 0$3 *UDQWV DV SURSRVHG E\ WKH 0$3
&RPPLWWHH

_WZS aM\ \W JM LWVM ?PQTM _M _MZM M`KQ\ML \W JM IJTM \W

 5HYLHZ DQG $SSURYH WKH IROORZLQJ 3HUVRQQHO &KDQJHV
5HDSSRLQWPHQW RI 0LFKDHO (OOLV WR 6HDVRQDO &HPHWHU\ /DERUHU DW 
SHU KRXU IRU WKH SHULRG $SULO   WR 1RYHPEHU  
5HDSSRLQW 7DPP\ 'RZGOH WR 5HFUHDWLRQ 'HSDUWPHQW LQ FKDUJH RI $UWV
DQG &UDIWV IRU D UDWH RI  IRU WKH VXPPHU
5HDSSRLQW .DUO &ROH DW  DQ KRXU XS WR  KRXUV D ZHHN IRU WKH
SHULRG $SULO  WR 2FWREHU  
5HYLHZ DQG $SSURYH FUHDWLRQ RI 0(2 0HFKDQLF 3RVLWLRQ
 $XWKRUL]DWLRQ WR ([HFXWH %XGJHW $GMXVWPHQWV SHU 9LOODJH 7UHDVXUHU

[\IZ\ ][QVO Q\ ZQOP\ I_Ia Q\ _QTT [I^M \QUM UWVMa IVL MNNWZ\ \W

 $SSURYDO WR GHSRVLW )LUH 'HSDUWPHQW 5HIXQGV LQWR 5HVHUYHV DV IROORZV

KWUXTM\M \PM ZMXIQZ[ IVL ZMUMLQI\QWV[ ITT I\ WVKM

 LQWR $ )LUH 'HSDUWPHQW %XLOGLQJ 5HVHUYHV

 4Q\\TM ?PQ\M +P]ZKP +WUU]VQ\a +MV\MZ  ?WZS KWV\QV]M[
WV \PM 4?++ J]\ \PMZM _I[ UWZM \W JM LWVM \PIV
IV\QKQXI\ML IVL [W _M IZM [M\\QVO W]Z OWIT \W JM WXMV \W
,MKMUJMZ [\ IVL _QTT WXMV Q\ ZMILa \W OW ZI\PMZ \PIV _Q\P

 LQWR $ )LUH 5HSDLU 5HVHUYH

 8TIaOZW]VL[  <PM >QTTIOM WN 0WUMZ QV XIZ\VMZ[PQX _Q\P

$SSURYDO WR GHSRVLW  LQWR WKH 3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW 3ROLFH &DU

ZM[QLMV\[ _QTT JM ZMLWQVO \PM XTIaOZW]VL I\ 6M_\WV 8IZS WV

5HVHUYH DFFRXQW $)

+Ia]OI ;\ZMM\ \PQ[ ;XZQVO :M[QLMV\[ PI^M UM\ IVL [MTMK\ML

 $WWRUQH\

\PM MY]QXUMV\ _PQKP _QTT JM ),) KWUXTQIV\ IVL U]KP UWZM

 &RPPHQWV E\ %RDUG 0HPEHUV

IKKM[[QJTM ?M _QTT JM ZMUW^QVO \PM <*ITT ÅMTL \W M`XIVL \PM

([HFXWLYH 6HVVLRQ

XTIaOZW]VL IZMI 4WWS NWZ Q\ \W WXMV Ja []UUMZ

$GMRXUQPHQW
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Ruscio Years

continued from page 5

Under Coach Robert Nasiatka, Homer’s
bowling team came out on top in sectional
competition in 2016 and went on to state
competition.
In response to the horrible Sandy
Hook Elementary School shooting in
Newtown, Connecticut, in December,
Homer increased school security measures. Raptorware was installed. This was
a school check-in system that created identity tags from visitors’ driver licenses and
allowed a screening against a sex offender registry and for orders of protection
and child custody status. If a person was
flagged as a safety threat, a text message
was sent directly to the School Resource
Officer. Cameras were employed as well
to monitor entrances and hallways. While
Homer wanted its schools to be open and
welcoming, the times required a “fortress
mentality.”
In March of 2013 the Homer Board
of Education approved a new grade configuration at the Intermediate-Junior High
School. Grade 6, which had been part of
the Intermediate School, would henceforth
be on the Junior High (grades 7 and 8)
time schedule. Instructional time would be
increased as well. The board also expanded
the Hartnett School’s attendance zone along
Route 13 to give parents of sixth graders the
choice of sending their children to either
Hartnett in Truxton or the Junior High in
Homer.
In April, Homer Elementary School
Principal Michael Falls was appointed the
district’s Director of Business and Finance.
He replaced Russell Hearton who resigned
effective April 12 and left for another job.
Previous to this, the Board had agreed with
the Superintendent that a couple school
administrators merited removal from
District service.
The next month, the District spent
$76,720 (mostly with state aid) on 240
Chromebooks (basically web browsers
with keyboards that use Google software
as their operating systems). This was in
preparation for required electronic state
testing (Regents exams and grade 4-8 state
assessments) that was to commence in the
2014-15 school year. Joshuah Finn, the
district’s Chief Technology Officer, said
the district’s bandwidth would need augmenting to accommodate the number of
Chromebooks the state required. By the end
of 2014, Homer school busses were being
connected to Wi-Fi so students could use
travel time to access the Internet or to do
homework. Superintendent Ruscio noted
that “technology for our students today is a
way of life.”
Can you imagine what Principal
Woolworth of the nineteenth century would
think of Regents exams he helped develop
being administered electronically in the
twenty-first century? Could he even get
his head wrapped around the concept?
What would he have thought, too, of a blue
Volkswagen Rabbit with no wheels and
“2013 SENIORS” scrawled in white on its
side being deposited on the front lawn of
the high school? Remember, Woolworth
had to contend with the student prank of a
lumber wagon being deposited on the stage
in the Academy. High School Principal
Douglas VanEtten had to arrange for his
pranksters’ vehicle to be towed away from
his “academy.”
Faced with declining enrollment and
seeking a reduction of operating costs in the
face of unpredictable, inadequate, inequitable, and unconstitutional state aid, in the
spring of 2014 Superintendent Ruscio proposed closing the K-6 Hartnett School in
Truxton and leasing the renovated building
to OCM-BOCES ($17,000 per month) for
ten years to use as an innovative New Tech

High School. The proposed school would
take a project-based learning approach
to the study of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) –
something local agencies said was needed
to close the “tech gap” they found when
hiring for skilled jobs.
This proposal generated a heated and
emotional controversy that saw proponents and opponents airing their views at
board of education meetings, in the local
newspaper, and on roadside signs. There
were even on-line calls from unnamed
persons for the Superintendent to resign.
Other options came forth for consideration, such as Homer resident Victor
Siegle’s idea to repurpose the school as
a New Tech Elementary School. The
decision was the Board’s to make. As the
editorial in the August 12th issue of the
Cortland Standard described it, “…they
will need to decide one of the toughest
decisions they will ever be called upon
to make.”
On Tuesday, August 18, 2014, after
much discussion, the majority of the
Board voted for closure of the school and
its rental to BOCES. Truxton pupils and
teachers would be absorbed into the other
schools of the district. No teachers would
be terminated. The next day’s Cortland
Standard described it accurately: “…when
it was over there was no backslapping or
exchanging of congratulations. The meeting room was somber as a funeral parlor….” Some Truxton residents thought
the District and its board members should
be sued. The Cortland Standard correctly
identified the real culprit as being the
State Legislature and the damaging GEA
and said those wanting to express their
displeasure should start “by electing new
state legislators on Election Day, Nov. 4.”
The next step was to take the capital improvement project for the 80-year
old Hartnett School to the voters. Some
advocated for the proposed New Tech
High School, but Town of Truxton officials and residents called for a rejection
of the nearly $6 million proposal and
strongly objected to the closing of the
school set for late June, 2015. Some
Homer residents wanted no renovation
work done but preferred to see the building closed and sold to keep taxes down.
Truxton Town Councilman Lloyd Sutton,
Jr., filed an appeal requesting the State
Education Department find that Homer’s
Superintendent and Board deliberately
released “partisan and nonfactual information” prior to the district referendum.
This appeal and others were denied.
Legal fees for the District mounted. On
December 16, 2014, by a vote of 945 to
721 district voters rejected the Hartnett
renovation proposal. The school building
that was called “the heart of Truxton” was
set to become an empty building with an
uncertain future.
One option that Hartnett supporters put
forward was re-establishing the former
Truxton School District. The option that
gained the most traction was making
the school an elementary charter school.
That would require approval by either the
Board of Regents or the State University
of New York. Meanwhile, the situation
turned ugly. A petition was generated
demanding that Ruscio be sacked. Some
cooler-minded Truxton residents, however, denounced the petition as “a personal
attack” that did not help to advance their
cause.
In February, Homer’s school board
announced its intention to sell the empty
Hartnett School, and a group of mostly
Truxton residents submitted a letter to
the State Education Department stating
its plans to apply for a charter for a proposed Truxton Academy Charter School.
This was to be a project-based learning
charter school for elementary pupils with

an agricultural focus and instruction in
Spanish. It would have its own governing
board. The preferred site was the former
Hartnett School. The Homer school board
next proceeded to hire a consultant to
examine the ramifications of the proposed
school closure, as required by state regulation. His recommendation was for closure.
With that, the board made plans to auction
off the building.
The Truxton charter school group would
submit an application to Albany seven
times to obtain a charter. Each time a charter was denied until the seventh attempt.
The Homer Administration rejected a charter school within the District because it
would eat into Homer’s state aid and that
of contiguous districts. Committed to having a New Tech High School in Cortland
County, OCM-BOCES sought another site
and ultimately settled upon Port Watson
Street in Cortland. Seven Valleys New Tech
Academy opened in September of 2016,
and the students, including those from the
Homer District, have been thriving there
since with its projects-based curriculum.
In June of 2015, the Homer District
accepted a bid for a solar panel project that
would reduce the district’s electric bill by
15% per year. The District had to act quickly because the window of opportunity was
to close on August 15. Because it involved
a 25-year site lease agreement, the project
had to be subject to a public vote. Many
of the voices opposing the closure of the
Hartnett School came forth to oppose the
solar panel project and even the referendum
itself, citing “procedural violations.” On
August 11, voters rejected the contentious
project 382 to 197.
Online bidding for the Truxton school and
grounds was set to begin October 26 and
to end October 29. The Town of Truxton
countered by passing a moratorium on the
development of commercial, industrial and
residential properties in excess of 5,000
square feet. The Homer School District
argued it would have a bid suppressing
effect on the upcoming auction. A handpainted sign went up in Truxton intending
to further intimidate prospective buyers.
A bid was made prior to the auction, but
the Board rejected it, heeding legal counsel’s advice to go forward with the contracted public auction. The final online bid
was $51,000. The purchaser was Truxton
Alumni and Community Supporters, Inc.
Eight other entities had expressed interest in bidding but told the auctioneer that
the moratorium and its possible extension
by the Town scared them off. The School
Board accepted the bid and the removal of
the physical asset from the books.
A time capsule from the 1950s was
unearthed in the cornerstone of Homer
High School during building renovation
work in December of 2015. A large, orange
metal box, a smaller grey metal box, and a
paper cup containing crumpled pieces of
paper were found together and opened by
school officials in the presence of students
and the Town Historian. The pieces of
paper contained the names of a few former
District administrators and the results of the
first two games of the 1951 World Series:
“Yankees – 2, Giants – 0.” The contents of
the boxes were then catalogued.
2016 was the year that high school
senior Andrew Jacobi was elected “Youth
Governor” at the 80th New York State
YMCA Youth and Government Conference.
This was only the second time that a Homer
student attained this honor. The first was
Harley M. Albro back in 1949. Albro went
on to become a respected math teacher,
guidance counselor, and principal at Homer
Central. The Youth and Government advisor in 2016 was an enthusiastic high school
social studies teacher, Jeannine Giordano.
On May 17, 2016, three residents of Truxton
sought election to seats on the Homer
Board of Education but were unsuccessful

in their bids. This was at a time when the
District was being asked to support a proposed charter school it felt it did not need
and could not afford, and two residents of
Truxton were already on the nine-member
Board at the time.
Superintendent Ruscio officially retired
at the end of June 2018. She departed
knowing that the Homer District had made
several remarkable strides on her seven-year watch. All school budgets were
passed during severely inadequate state
funding. The collection of Carpenter’s
“Trustee Paintings” was protected as valued historical assets of the District. The
number of Pre-K sections was expanded
to accommodate a growing need. By creating multiple “pathways to success,” the
graduation rate rose from 79% to 93%, and
more students were deemed to be “college
and career ready.” Ruscio saw that the
District’s fine work of character education
morphed into an award-winning, Districtwide focus and involved partnerships with
community organizations. Spearheaded
by Elementary School Principal James
McGory, Sean Covey’s “Seven Habits
of Happy Kids” were infused into the
Pre-K through grade 2 curriculum and
would be adopted by the other buildings as
the cohort progressed through the school
system. Murals on the elementary school
walls done by high school art students
and a “Buddy Bench” on the playground
reinforced the habits being inculcated and
fostered a reduction in cases of bullying. Arrangements were made with the
Village to see that each of the four schools
had a day-time School Resource Officer
and one on duty in the evening. With a
nod to the past, the traditional wearing
of academic regalia by school officials
at commencements was re-instituted. A
“Graduates of Distinction” program was
initiated, which saw two alums honored
at the 2018 Commencement: Alys West
(Class of 1993) for securing alternative
housing for developmentally challenged
Ukrainian orphans, and Major General
Deborah Wheeling (Class of 1971) for seeing that National Guardsmen receive preand post-combat medical care. And, thus,
the long roster of accomplished Homer
alumni continues to expand. In addition,
the old, long neglected bus garage finally
got repairs; the aging and worn artificial
turf on the football field was replaced (and
a stunning Trojan logo added); and a new
track was installed. The purchased bus
fleet was gradually converted to a costsaving leasing program.
Most importantly, Ruscio launched a
much-needed $21 million capital project
with a major focus on student safety and
facility improvement. At the high school,
this saw the construction of a larger and
safer gymnasium, modern locker rooms,
a new tennis court, a new elevator, new
art and music suites (replacing the separate Music Building), and a completely
renovated auditorium with a sound and
lighting system to rival Broadway theaters.
On the exterior of the music suite, visible
to passing motorists on Route 281, were
placed the music notes for the beginning
of the school’s “Alma Mater.” The idea
was Ruscio’s. The first musical performed
in the new auditorium was Seussical: The
Musical (March 3 and 4, 2017). Intended
or not, it was a fitting tribute to the marvelous, iconic books by Dr. Seuss that had
replaced “Dick and Jane” as early readers and reminded Homer students “Oh,
the Thinks You Can Think” and “Oh, the
Places You’ll Go!”

Next & final installment: Epilogue:
On to the Next 200 Years
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Homer Police Take Trustee For Ride
By Ed Finkbeiner, Village Trustee
As some of you may know, I have been assigned to oversee the police department as part of my village responsibilities. Chief Pitman had read about my recent
ride with our DPW during a snowstorm and thought having me ride with one of the
police officers would be a good idea. I accepted and this is my report.

After dusk, Officer Compton is looking for people who haven’t turned on their
lights. It is even easier to identify people who are on their cell phones because of
the light the phones give off. The radar system is always on and I was amazed how
far away it picks up speeders. We were parked in plain view but many people are
in such a hurry they don’t notice or don’t care. He can’t stop all of them. It seems
like there are several people around our village who have licenses suspended
but continue to drive. Their cars are easily remembered and more tickets will be
issued when caught. If a car is speeding and there isn’t too much traffic to cause
safety issues, he pursues the car. He either warns the person to slowdown or if
they were really blatantly speeding, issues a ticket. Please slowdown in the village
as all officers have extensive training to visually spot speeders even before it is
announced on the radar system.
He made at least seven stops in the shift and issued three tickets. We were
in plain sight most of the time but with people’s busy lives and distractions like
phones, they ignore simple safety habits. Thankfully our village has a police force
which is trying to make Homer safe for our residents. The village does not receive
any ticket monies and therefore there are no incentives for our officers to issue
tickets except to make people pay attention and be safe.

Office Compton and myself in the Chief’s office before the ride along

Officer Compton told me many interesting stories. I was amazed by some the
explanations given by some of the people he has pulled over. Some were really
hilarious. I suggested that he write a list for publication. I’m sure it will give you a
lot of laughs if he ever does.

In the early afternoon I met with the Chief to sign a waiver to allow me to ride
with one of the officers. Officer Matt Compton arrived and showed me all the safety
gear that he carries in the trunk of his car. Just in case I may need to help. I got to
look thru the vehicle. There’s not much room in the back seat, so I would request
that most of you be good and not take a ride in the back. I got to ride up front and
examined all the equipment.

Officer Compton at work in the patrol car

Just before the shift begins

The first thing Officer Compton does when he starts a shift is to drive around
every one of the streets in Homer just checking to make sure that nothing is obviously wrong.
Within minutes of completing our first trip around, he stopped a car going too
fast in the school zone on Main Street. I got to listen inside the car. His conversation with the occupant is being recorded and would be available if necessary for a
court appearance. The Dash Cam also is recording what’s going on. He checks
the registration and license on a computer that is tied into it seems to me all the
databases in the country. Our County uses a system called Spillman to connect
with all the police and fire vehicles operating in the county. Having a radio connection with all the first responders is part of the mutual aid agreement that the village
has entered with the other municipalities.
Around 5 pm people are leaving work and heading home. Many are going much
faster than they should.
The officers are taught to look at the windshields of cars looking for outdated
inspections stickers and other license plate infractions. Seemed to me that it is
really easy for Officer Compton to see the stickers and catch out of date ones.
It was hard for me to see what he was seeing but I caught on after a while.
Someone was driving without license plates but escaped down some side roads.
It seemed they were aware that they had been spotted but traffic interfered with
our safe pursuit. Officer Compton was very careful when entering traffic. He didn’t
want to cause any accidents.
I got to visit a little with him. He is a 2010 graduate of Homer High School. He
went to TC3 for two years and transferred to Brockport State to complete his
criminal justice degree. Police officers have to take the civil service exam. Police
are required to hire off the list of the highest scores first.. He has been with the
Homer Police force for a few years and now is the training officer who helps the
new officers learn the ropes.
We stopped by Dunkin’ Donuts around 5:30 on Route 281 for a coffee and got
back on the road. Almost instantly a person ran through the red light on Route 90
and 281 while on a cell phone. It’s really easy to spot people on cell phones. My
advice is to use Bluetooth hands-free phone and text services. Distracted drivers
can cause harm to themselves or others.

We drove around the village streets a second time and stopped at four of our
locations that have cameras installed. We got to walk over the ice at Durkee Park
to check the Cameras. They were all working and recorded no incidents. Since the
camera has been in use at Durkee Park there have been no incidents of vandalism.
There used to be some vandalism before the cameras were installed. We stopped
by the DPW building to check their cameras and also the Newton Waterworks.
Lastly we stopped by the Rec Center office to check the cameras that are surveying the front of the fire house, the back parking lots and basketball courts. The
camera on the village mulch yard has stopped people dumping trash. At one time
the village was spending $600 a week removing trash that people would dump
there. The cameras have paid for themselves in the year that they have been up.
My take away from the ride along is that registrations should be kept up to date,
stop completely at all stop signs as rolling stops will get you in trouble, don’t speed
in the village, make sure your headlights are on at night and your lights are working
especially on trailers. We all know many people don’t inspect their trailers.
A warning. Our village board has approved lowering the speed limit near the
high school on Copeland Avenue to 20 miles an hour. There are students walking
on Copeland Avenue as sidewalks are in need of repair. Please pay attention to
the new lower speed limit. We saw several cars going much faster than 20 miles
an hour down Copeland and it won’t be long before many speeding tickets will be
issued.
At the end of the shift, Officer Compton still had to complete paperwork to record
all the items that were done on his shift. I went home around 11 o’clock.
I enjoyed my ride along and know that our village employs really professional
people on our police force. Please take some time to talk to our officers when and
if you get the chance and don’t wait until you’re pulled over.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Ever Evolving Libraries
It stands to reason, I love books,
reading, and libraries. I’m a librarian,
after all. It’s hard not to wax poetic
when I start talking about libraries. As
a community institution, libraries are
dedicated to providing equal access to
information and technology, promoting
literacy, critical thinking, and life-long
learning for all people. Libraries help
make up the centers of their communities and the foundation of democracy.
America’s public libraries are equal
opportunity establishments. We never
ask your gender, religion, political
party, ethnic origin, income level, or
reason for walking through the door.
Whether you come to Phillips Free
Library to visit the DELL, our toddler
play room designed to promote early
learning, or attend one of our Science
Clubs and TEchExplorers program,
which promote STEM education, you
are welcome here. We take our role in
promoting literacy, education, and equal
access to everyone, seriously.
In 2018, Phillips Free Library had
31,545 visits to the library by community members. We circulated 43,494
items, held 389 Programs, with 3,190
people in attendance. Our collection
currently consists of 19,623 books from
picture books to adult non-fiction. We
have 1,069 DVDs and Blu-Rays and
we offer downloadable ebooks, audiobooks, and streaming videos. Over
16,000 people logged onto our WiFi
over the course of 2018 and there were
more than 400 non-library uses our
space, most of those by tutors meeting
students. The library isn’t just about
books anymore, it’s a meeting place,
an educational institution, and a place
where learning and growing are fun.
Yet, reading is still incredibly important. Professor MaryAnne Wolf, a
researcher in how the brain reads and
dyslexia has pointed out in her book
Reader, Come Home that the brain isn’t
hardwired to read. We have to learn
to read, building new networks that
connect parts of the brain designed to
see, to recognize symbols and what
they stand for (words and what they
represent), and to comprehend meanings. Reading impacts not just our ability to gain knowledge, but our ability
to think critically and analytically, to
learn through others’ experience, and
to develop empathy. That’s why, for
everything we do at the library, we
still believe in promoting reading and
literacy. It’s what being a citizen and a
member of a community is about.
Here, at Phillips Free Library we run

six book clubs for 2nd grades through
12th graders and homeschool students.
It’s by reading, discussing, comprehending, experiencing others’ lives,
and finding deeper comprehension of
the world that we all become better people and community members.
At the library, we believe we have a
pivotal part in helping that happen.
Our book clubs are made possible by
a grant from the Bernard Carl and
Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County, because they believe reading
is foundational, too.

What’s New at the Library?
New Hours
Did you know the library now opens
at 10 am on Fridays? Stop by and see
us.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss
Ashley is on Wednesdays at 10:30 am.
This fun program for children from
infants to pre-school age meets every
Wednesday morning when school is in
session. There is no program on snow
days or school vacation. Upcoming
themes include:
March 20th : Transportation
March 27th : Cows

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is every
Wednesday from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games,
and songs. Starting in March, the first
Wednesday of every month will be science themed. Upcoming themes are:
March 20th – Spring
March 27th – Letter Writing

Teatime at the Library
The library has a new podcast,
Teatime at the Library. Join us for conversations about the love of reading.
You can find a link to the podcast from
our website or Facebook page.

OnPointFacts.org
O
Our Mission: To deliver accurate informaƟon about issues important to
people, democracy, and the environment.

pm and we’ll watch the movie on March
26th at 6 pm.

Author Jake Burt Visits
Jake Burt, the author of Greetings
from Witness Protection and The Right
Hook of Devin Velma, will visit Homer
on March 21st and 22nd. He’ll provide
a writing workshop for 5th through
12th graders on Thursday, March 21st
at 4 pm. If you love exciting adventurous books with characters you want as
friends and you’d like to learn to write
your own, register for this exciting
program. Jake’s visit is made possible
through a grant from the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County.

Fiction, Food, and Flick
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for
just the book discussion, just the food
and flick, or for both.
The book/movie for March is The
Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. We’ll be
discussing the book on March 19th at 6

Coding classes
A new coding class for K through 2nd
grade will meet on Wednesdays, March
20th and 27th from 4:30 to 5:15 pm.
Participants will play coding games to
practice learning to think like a coder.
Space is limited, please register early.

Intergenerational Book Discussion
On Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 pm
the library will host an intergenerational

book discussion of Sharon Creech’s
middle grade novel, Love that Dog.
The discussion is open to 4th graders
through adults. This novel in verse will
lend itself to a lyrical discussion and
maybe even a little writing of poetry!

Movie Night
Join us for a showing of the Academy
Award Best Picture film, Green Book,
on April 4th at 6 pm.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The Phillips Free Library’s Board
of Trustees will meet on Monday,
March 18th at 7 pm in our Wonder and
Discovery Center. Meetings are open
to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
10 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com
Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Heritage Realty

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell

info@oldehomerhouse.com

5b19

PROBLEM WATER?

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm

Solutions to ANY water problem

44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ

We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

P

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

AmberWellDrilling.com
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DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY

EL

PRE

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

SU

Since 1968
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KMA’S ROOFING

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

607
Apples - Sharp Cheese - Produce
Our Bakery Products are Delicious !
ZZZDQGHUVRQVPNWFRP
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4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

Historic Homer
Tours

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
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r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
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Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

5b18

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045
A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

.
..
.

H omer Nursery School
Limited openings available for the
2019-2020 school year.
We offer a 3days/week program from
9:15 am to 12:00 noon
For 3, 4 & 5 year olds.

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

Please call : 607-749-6753

ACROSS

DOWN
1. Mozart’s “L’___ del Cairo”
2. Homecoming guest
3. #50 Across wife
4. Kenya’s neighbor
5. Native American earthen structure
6. Orderly arrangement
7. Shoe emanation
8. Circus trainer’s poker
9. Zac Brown Band’s body part hit

CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

THE HOMER NEWS

THEME: THE 1940s

1. *Japanese attack locale
5. *Chairman of the Communist Party
of China
8. Parent group
11. Horsefly
12. Voldemort’s title
13. Ohio city
15. Saintly glow
16. Never a UK currency
17. Disapproved by audience
18. *American concentration camp
20. Peters out
21. *Harry Truman to Margaret
22. Feedbag morsel
23. Mountain climber’s tool
26. Overplay in front of audience
30. Negative conjunction
31. Within a building
34. Leafy green
35. Captain America actor
37. Party bowlful
38. Dictum, pl.
39. Network of nerves
40. Native Americans of the Pacific
Northwest
42. “To ____ is human”
43. *#23 Across victim
45. Like a human
47. “Never ____ never”
48. Raccoon’s South American cousin
50. Mount Olympus’ famous dweller
52. *Manhattan Project site
55. Does like a sponge
56. Horizontal wall beam
57. Pelvic parts
59. Actress Parker
60. Geologic time divisions
61. Steve Urkel, e.g.
62. Eat, past tense
63. Lt.’s subordinate
64. “____ Louise”

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR

Publication Schedule

10. A in FANBOYS
12. Like weighed down with metal
13. At right angle to a ship
14. *Thor Heyerdahl’s raft
19. Third axis
22. Dinghy propeller
23. Unable to move
24. Don’t judge a book by it
25. Muse of love poetry
26. Shoshonean people
27. “It is silent” in sheet music
28. U in UV
29. *____ Harbor
32. *a.k.a. Operation Neptune
33. Black gold
36. Miniature Japanese carving
38. Hindu garment
40. Blue overhead
41. Intelligence
44. Impudent
46. Horse-involved activity
48. Man-made stone pile
49. Ladies’ fingers
50. *Popular 1940s suit
51. “Ill at ____”
52. Type of molding
53. High school club
54. Ireland’s previous name
55. Hot springs
58. Wood-shaping tool
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9
9
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

PUB DATE

DEADLINE

3/28/2019
4/11/2019
4/25/2019
5/9/2019
5/23/2019
6/6/2019

3/19/2019
4/2/2019
4/16/2019
4/30/2019
5/14/2019
5/28/2019
6/11/2019
6/25/2019
7/9/2019
7/23/2019
8/6/2019
8/20/2019
9/3/2019
9/17/2019
10/1/2019
10/15/2019

6/20/2019
7/3/2019
7/18/2019
8/1/2019
8/15/2019
8/29/2019
9/12/2019

9/26/2019
10/10/2019
10/24/2019

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
Feb 28
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE - Junk
removal, Interior Painting, Staining, Clean
Outs houses & barns, Lawn Mowing,
Pressure Washing Houses & Decks,
Driveway Sealing, Gutter Cleaning, Spring
Cleanups, Landscaping, Much more. Fully
Insured, Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676.
2b19
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Seward Meets With Homer Veteran
Honoring Vietnam Veterans
Vietnam Veterans and their families are invited to an informal gathering
honoring their service on Friday, March 29, starting at 11:00 am. This
event will take place at the CNY Living History Center in Cortland, NY and
is presented by the Homeville Museum. The Homeville Museum will be
hosting representatives from Fidelis Care, Clear Path for Veterans, the
Veterans Administration (VA) from Syracuse and the Cortland County
Veteran Office to answer any questions.
Schedule:
11:00 am Registration opens
11:30 am Brief Welcome
12:00 pm Light lunch buffet, followed by Fellowship

We hope you will participate in this Vietnam Veterans gathering and we
welcome suggestions. Please contact us with questions.
For more details:
Email: Homeville@CNYLivingHistory.org
Call: (607) 299-4185
Senator James L. Seward (right) welcomes Francis Riter from Homer Post 465 to Albany
during the American Legion Department of New York annual legislative day.

ALBANY, 03/12/19 -- State Senator James L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref – Oneonta) met
today in Albany with American Legion representatives from throughout the 51st Senate
District, including Francis Riter from Homer Post 465. The meeting was part of the
American Legion Department of New York annual legislative day.
“Our proud servicemen and women make great sacrifices defending our rights and freedoms,” said Senator Seward. “I was pleased to discuss their concerns and learn more
about legislation supported by the American Legion. Now it’s my turn to go to work
for our veterans and take action on measures that will better their lives – they’ve earned
that consideration and so much more.”

“HomevilleMuseum.Wordpress.com”
“Homeville Museum”

Supported by
The Vietnam Veterans Association #377
Tioughnioga Chapter of the NSDAR
AmeriCU of Cortland, NY

During 2018, Senator Seward helped secure state budget funding to support valuable
services for veterans from mental health counseling to job training and many other
helpful topics.
Senator Seward also helped advance two key bills that were signed into law to help the
families of soldiers who are suffering economically as a result of line-of-duty related
injury or illness, and to make it easier for minority veteran business owners to become
recognized as a certified minority or women-owned business enterprise (MWBE).
Now, as the state budget debate intensifies, Senator Seward will again be advocating for
funding to support vital programs important to veterans.
“One issue that stands out is the tragic increase in the number of suicides among our
veterans. While some steps have been taken, it is clear that more state support is needed
to help our veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other
mental health issues,” Seward concluded.

Photo from movie taken during 1929 or 1930 Memrial Day parade, in front of the Village Green.
Movie discovered in the Homer American Legion attic and conversion to video arranged by
Francis Riter. There was a huge turnout for the parade, 2 lines of cars, marching band, etc.

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!

CNY Living History Center
4386 US Route 11, Cortland, NY 13045
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Trooper Ryan Boline out of SP Homer with the NYSP SCUBA team out on a
practice dive in Otsego Lake, Cooperstown, NY January 2019

