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Friend us on Facebook for
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editor@
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All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
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as an independent,
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FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be Sept 13, 2018.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is Sept. 6, 2018.

American Legion
9/11 Remembrance
Ceremony / Reception
for First Responders
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 is the
17th anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks. The coordinated plot began with the hijacking of
four planes and ultimately ended with
the deaths of nearly 3,000 people in
New York, the Washington, D.C. area
and Pennsylvania. Included among
the dead were many first responders
including firemen, police officers and
paramedics.
The American Legion Family will be
holding a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony
on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at
6:00 p.m. at the 9/11 Memorial Site
in front of the Village Office Building
between the Fire Department and
American Legion on Main Street in
Homer. The Memorial is a piece of one
of the Towers that was obtained by the
Homer Fire Department and placed in
memory of all those who lost their lives
that fateful day.
After the ceremony, there will be a
reception held upstairs of the American
Legion in honor of our First Responders.
Firemen, Police Officers, Paramedics,
Doctors, Nurses and Military personnel, please come and let us thank you
for your service and putting your lives
on the line on a daily basis to keep us
and our community safe. There will be
cake, coffee, tea, and punch as part of
the reception. The reception is also
open to the community. Help us thank
these brave men and women who sacrifice so much for us.
The American Legion Family

POW/MIA DAY
More than 80,000 men and women from World War II to the present day are still
unaccounted for. Their families have not been able to lie to rest a loved one, nor
have they been rid of the worry that still remains.
The third Friday in September is National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Please
join the American Legion Family on Friday, September 23, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. on
the front lawn of the Legion for a POW/MIA Remembrance Service. If weather
does not cooperate, the service will be held upstairs in the Legion Hall.
Whether or not you are a servicemember, veteran or loved one of either, witnessing the service in its entirety is a touching, solemn occasion — a yellow ribbon
represents that they are properly accounted for; an empty chair and table awaits
their return; the tablecloth is white to show the purity of their intentions; a red
rose symbolizes the blood shed; salt sprinkled on a plate reminds us of tears shed;
a slice of lemon represents a bitter fate; an inverted glass shows they cannot toast
with us; and a single lit candle is the hope that illuminates the path of their return.
We will never forget those who have not returned home.
Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) helps to advance the mission of The American Legion. With nearly three-quarters of a million members,
it is the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organization and one of the
nation’s most prominent supporters of veterans, military, and their families. ALA
members volunteer millions of hours annually, with a value averaging $2 billion
each year. From helping to draft the GI Bill in 1944 to advocating for veterans on
Capitol Hill, The American Legion Family has been instrumental in advancing
legislation that improves the quality of life for our nation’s veterans. To learn more
and get involved, visit www.ALAforVeterans.org.
Donna Riley
President
Burns-McCauliffe American Legion Auxiliary Unit 465
E-mail: donlou1959@gmail.com
Phone: 607-749-0817

108 YEARS

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

JOHN FINN

you saw their ad

in

Donna Riley
President
American Legion Auxiliary
Burns-McCauliffe Unit 465
donlou1959@gmail.com

B

Tell Our Advertisers

Paul Powers
Commander American Legion
Burns-McCauliffe Post 465
Pap3592@yahoo.com
Dan Hammond
Commander Sons of the
American Legion
Burns-McCauliffe Post 465
djhbone70@gmail.com

607/753-0812
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your
Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Know the 10 Signs:
Early Detection Matters
Wednesday 9/12/18 from 4-5 pm
Rm. B40 of the County Office Building
If you or someone you know is experiencing memory
loss or behavioral changes, it’s time to learn the facts.
Early detection of Alzheimer’s disease gives you a
chance to begin drug therapy, enroll in clinical studies
and plan for the future. This interactive workshop features video clips of people with Alzheimer’s disease
and their families sharing their stories. Please join
us for this free event hosted by the Cortland County
Area Agency on Aging’s Caregiver Resource Center,
Call (607)753-5060 to register.

.
..
.
1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

Sold on Cortland County!

Bean Pickers
Reunion Set
For Sept. 6
The Annual Bean Pickers Reunion
will be held September 6, 2018
(Thursday) at the Red Dragon
Restaurant in Cortland.
This year's event is a continuation of a tradition started by the
late Grace Mantella Biviano several
years ago. It is open to those who
worked picking beans, processing
and packing beans and relatives
and descendants of those individuals.
Plan to arrive by 11:30. Lunch will
be served at noon. Come and enjoy
the memories shared by those who
performed this difficult work in the
1930's and 40's. Share your memories and stories and learn about
their heritage. There is a $10 fee
for lunch. For more information call
607-756-4792.

Corn Can, Halstead Canning Co. - Also canner of
beans picked by local laborers in the 1940's.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

A Brief History of Education in Homer: 1819 – 2019
The Homer Central School District is the home of the Homer Trojans and “Blue Pride.”
The stalwart city of Troy, under siege for ten years, figures prominently in the epic poems of
the ancient Greek poet Homer, and provides the school’s namesake. Part of “Blue Pride”
includes pride in our historic roots, in our stalwart behavior in athletics and other competitions, and in a tradition of academic excellence that dates back to February 2, 1819,
when the genesis of today’s school, an academy on the Green, was chartered by the State
of New York.
As part of Homer’s Winter Fest, on Saturday, January 26, 2019, Homer Central School will
be observing the bicentennial of education in Homer and letting our “Blue Pride” show.
To help celebrate this event, this column will run installments that will provide an account
covering more than 200 years of local education. It is hoped that readers will find this to
be informative and entertaining, along with a display on January 26 of 200 artifacts -- one
for each year since 1819.
From the arrival of the town’s first settlers of European descent until today, the story of
education in Homer can be broken down into four phases of development. First, there were
the elementary schools of the early settlers. Then there was the Academy on the Green as
a private institution of learning from 1819 to 1873. Next on the scene was the union free
school district that incorporated the Academy as a public high school from 1873 to 1946.
And finally, there is the centralized school district of the past seventy years that has experienced remarkable growth, change, and controversy.

Sixth installment: The Academy in the Civil War Era
Later in his letter of 1856 to Cousin
Mary, Cortland Academy teacher
E. Belcher Fish commented on the
national political scene at the time.
He referenced “the great effort
which is being made throughout
the entire North & West in behalf
of Freedom in Kansas & Freedom
of Speech & of the Press thro' the
land.” His declaration that “I trust
that I shall always be found on
the side of Freedom, let what will
come” seems to foreshadow the
impending civil strife of the 1860s.
He closes with this observation:

Woodcut illustration by Felter in the book Forest
Boy (1867) depicting Carpenter at work at the
White House with the Lincolns looking on.

The Republican Movement is the one upper most in the minds of
a very large majority of the people of the free states and I think
there is no doubt but [John C.] Freemont will be our next President
& God grant it for I feel certain if the Republicans fail this fall, the
whole North West will ultimately be turned over to the power of
the Slave oligarchy of the South, which may God forbid.
Freemont was not elected in 1856. Four years later, Republican Abraham Lincoln
of Illinois was elected. Lincoln found himself presiding over a divided nation, and
four years of national bloodletting ensued. Teachers, students, and alumni of the
Academy found themselves caught up in the military struggle to save the Union
and to emancipate the slaves. E. B. Fish was among them. In June of 1863, “in
the Field before Port Hudson,” as acting Ordinance Sergeant for Major General
Godfrey Weitzel's Division, Fish drafted another letter to Cousin Mary. This time,
the former Academy teacher wrote of how “shot & shell & rifle balls have whistled
over my head like so many hailstones but I have been thus far mercifully spared.”
Such has not been the case, he states, for the “thousands upon thousands who have
laid down their lives upon the various battlefields & in the numerous hospitals of
this bloody & unholy war.” He continued with some predictions. Not all would
come true.
We have been lying here over two weeks and are likely to have
quite a "siege" of it as we are getting "Mortars & heavy "Siege
Guns" into position so as soon to encircle the devoted "Port" &
garrison in a perfect wall of fire & pour a heavy shower of "Shot"
& "Shell" upon their doomed heads for doomed they are, and Port
Hudson must inevitably fall into our hands ultimately, or Gen'l
Banks' military reputation will be ruined & his chances for a
nomination for the next Presidency utterly destroyed. I sometimes
think that if twere not for so much of this Political juggling &
rivalry between our prominent military Leaders the war might
have been ended before this, & I do not know but that the prophesy
of a certain prominent Southern man, "That the war will not end
during Lincoln's Administration" is likely to prove true from the
same cause.
Port Hudson fell on July 9, 1863, a few days after a besieged Vicksburg surrendered and the three-day battle of Gettysburg ended with a decisive defeat for the

Confederates. Lincoln lived to see the war’s end in April of 1865, but just barely.
Back in Homer, life went on. 1862 had seen the Academy used as the site for
a Teachers’ Institute. Teacher training had been an important function of the
Academy, and Homer had aspired to be the site of one of the new state normal
schools. However, in 1866 nearby Cortland was chosen, and the village experienced another defeat in the rivalry that had begun with the contest for the designation of “county seat” in 1816.
By the Civil War era, the Exhibition Day that Woolworth had initiated had expanded into a week-long event. The Syracuse Journal for June 26, 1862, published this
enthusiastic description:
The central week of all the year in this fair village of Homer
is now drawing to its close. It has been a week of the highest
literary and social enjoyment to the many friends of Cortland
Academy, whose history has been closely linked for more than
half a century with the growth and prosperity of our churches,
our families and our daily avocations. We have had whatever
is needed for the refined festivities of the week. We have had
cloudless skies and moonlight nights; gardens gay with flowers;
streets alive with holiday faces; college boys come back to
renew school-day friendships; serenades, vocal and instrumental;
hospitality, hearty, refined and enjoyable; essays in racy prose
and liquid verse; orators from the school, the college and the
church; pleasant talks over mammoth strawberries, and no end
of fun for the young, and comfort for ‘children of larger growth.’
It is hard to imagine that furious battles were being fought elsewhere at the time.
It is hard to grasp that coffins would soon be transported by railroad to Homer
and that grief-stricken families, like the Carpenters and the Babcocks, would bury
their sons in the new Glenwood Cemetery being designed by Paris Barber. Chairs
at family dining tables would be vacant so that the Union might be preserved and
those in bondage might be set free.
In the fall of 1866, Francis Bicknell Carpenter brought home his most
famous painting of President Lincoln’s First Reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation before the Cabinet. This he had painted at the White House between
February and July of 1864. It was exhibited at Jedediah Barber’s newly rebuilt,
brick Great Western store on Main Street in the village. Here academy students
joined the locals and folks from farther away in viewing Carpenter’s masterpiece.
Lincoln’s assistant personal secretary, Homerite William Osborn Stoddard, had
made two handwritten copies of Lincoln’s draft of the Proclamation, and through
his lobbying efforts, Carpenter’s framed 8’ by 14’ oil on canvas rendering of
the document’s first reading in 1862 now hangs in the U. S. Capital Building.
Carpenter, also, published in 1866 his best-seller Six Months at the White House
with Abraham Lincoln: The Story of a Picture. This was in response to the unexpected popularity of a series of articles published in the New York Independent
relating to Carpenter’s observations of daily life at the Lincoln White House.
The book by a native-son of Homer who attended the academy on the Green has
become a primary source utilized by historians and Lincoln scholars today.
It was clear by this time, however, that a combination of outstanding principals and
faculty of sincere faith, exceptional intellect, and steadfast patriotism, enriched by
talented students who came from near and far and who would later distinguish
themselves in various careers, had contributed to the Academy’s growing reputation for excellence of opportunity. Yet, to maintain that reputation, the academy
would need to expand its opportunities. Like many other academies originally
founded as private schools for a select number of boys and girls, the academy in
Homer became a public school in 1867 and took on the name that originally had
been preferred – Homer Academy. In the same year, the State abolished charging
tuition for public schools and shifted to full tax support.
The next year, on October 7th, at nearby Ithaca, New York, Cornell University
was inaugurated, and the next day 412 men were enrolled. But the University’s
co-founder and first president, Homer’s native-son Andrew Dickson White, had a
radical thought for his time. He envisioned an institution of higher learning which
would admit women. Samuel B. Woolworth had shared only praise with White
regarding the Homer Academy’s highly successful experience with admitting
females since 1822. Then, too, White’s own mother had attended the academy in
Homer and encouraged her son to allow women to study alongside men at the university being constructed on Ezra Cornell’s farmland. Thus, the first woman was
admitted in 1870 to the university. It may truly be said that the academy in Homer
influenced the admission policy at what educational historian Frederick Rudolph
would call “the first American university.”

The next installment: The Homer Academy and Union School

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News
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From the Archives....

ADOPT A PLANT...

Beautiful California Schefflera plant
measures 4' high by 8' wide. In need
of a large home or office. Will need to
transport it from my home to yours. Call
607-749-3912.

STORAGE SHEDS
Cold Spring Structures
/RFDOO\2ZQHG%XLOW6ROG
Quality Storage Sheds and Garages - FOR ALL YOUR STUFF

315-497-9700
Ask About RTO!

ADDITIONAL SALES LOCATIONS:
1432 SR 38, Moravia
Rte 34N, Weedsport
(1/4 mi. north of tollbooths)

Jay Brubacker - Builder/Retailer

Ted Grant, Unidentified Woman, Harry Calale at the Homer Fire Station, undated photo

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Bob Pascal

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

2 N. Main Street, Cortland, NY | (607) 756 2805
78 North Street, Dryden, NY | (607) 844 8626
2428 N. Triphammer Rd, Ithaca, NY | (607) 319 0094

baileyplace.com

Topsoil - Mulch

Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand

Ted McBride Co.
1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY

Call First!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

cell 543-0382

9b18

Delivered or
Picked up
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Our Readers Write
History Center
Director: Thanks!!

Paula Cole to perform October 18 at
Center for the Arts

To all of my friends, colleagues, and the local
community,
I have had the awesome privilege to serve
as the Central New York Living History
Center’s Executive Director for the last 2
years. Following our success during the
Brockway Truck Show, the museum’s Board
of Directors informed me that they wished to
go in a diﬀerent direction for their leadership,
eﬀective immediately. While I may no longer
hold the position I so coveted for these last
two years, I have been able to reﬂect on the
accomplishments and advancements we have
made during my tenure. As director, I was
given the opportunity to do what I loved,
run a museum. I worked each day with an
outstanding volunteer staﬀ bringing local
history to the forefront of our lives. I owe my
success to these volunteers and the community.
Throughout my time, you have all been my
most staunch supporters. The success that
the museum has seen during my time, I owe
in large part to the immense support of the
community through donations, and the tireless
work-ethic of my volunteer staﬀ. I could not
have asked for a better group of people to work
with on a daily basis.
In my position as director, I was able to grow
both as a professional and as a person. As a
graduate of Homer High School, I grew up
in, and learned from this great community,
but as the Executive Director of the CNY
Living History Center, I became part of this
community. I cannot overstate the joy I felt
being oﬀered the position of executive director
two years ago. I would ﬁnally be able to bring
my love and passion for history back to the
community that shaped me. For all you have
taught me through the years, my aim was to

Questions Sports Complex
Expected Revenues

GRAMMY Award winner Paula Cole, known for
hits like “Where Have All The Cowboys Gone?”
and “I Don’t Want To Wait” visits Homer Center
for the Arts for an intimate performance on
Thursday, October 18th at 8pm. Tickets range
from $22 - $32
For tickets call: 877-749-ARTS (2787)
or Visit: Center4Art.org
TICKET LINK:https://center4art.showare.com/
paulacole
Center for the Arts
72 S. Main St.
Homer, NY 13077
More beautiful than ever, in a twenty-plus-yearcareer, Paula Cole releases Ballads, a twentysong collection of American jazz and folk clas-

give something special to me back to you.
I look forward to seeing the continued success of the
museum under its new leadership, and am honored that
I was able to be a part of such a great organization. As I
transition to the next chapter in my professional life, I will
do so knowing full well that success is never given, it is
earned with hard work, dedication, and most importantly
a supporting cast. With this I would like to issue one last
“Thank You,” to you all for believing in me, and your
unconditional support for these last two years. Thank You.
Sincerely,

to Editor@TheHomerNews.com

Answer: " A lot".
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Post Frame
Steel Frame
Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC
Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239
Big or Small We Tackle It All

Benson
Davis Insurance
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Now I am asking our Village Fathers for an
answer. How much IN DOLLARS is the 10%
that will be required to forestall any property
tax increase?

Marjorie, Linda, Lee, Stephanie, Annette and Matt
ANOTHER AUCTION SALE MANAGED BY.....

If the question was answered at the meeting,
my deafness is to blame.
Jaff Harris

Cole started as a jazz singer and now returns, at
nearly 50 years of age, to pay homage to her first
love of jazz and folk. A self-described “mother and
human being first” Cole is a timeless voice not only
in song, but for those who have felt pain, and who
still stand shining light, against all odds. With a
voice that is big, rich and gorgeous, a mind that is
intelligent, and a heart that transforms suffering into
beauty, Paula Cole sings for our enlightenment, for
our souls.

137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

Lucas Biondi
Re:The Proposed Sports Complex of Homer
A recent article in the Cortland Standard
revived my attention to the proposed Homer
Sports Complex. Since the Standard seems
to no longer provide a public forum as before
perhaps this is the more proper venue for a
Homer question.
The highly professional presentation at the
initial meeting appears to have blinded its
audience, including me, from asking an
important question regarding the stated 10%
revenue needed to prevent any property tax
increases.
I want to say why I am writing this. I asked
one of the Village Trustees how much in dollars that 10% amounted to.

sics from the 1930’s to the 1960’s. It is dedicated to
her father, Jim Cole.

Steven D. Zogg Real Estate
Auction & Cattle Co.
Cortland, NY 13045
Cell: 607.423.3293

www.SDZauctions.com “A COMPLETE AUCTION SERVICE”

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto U Home U Business U Contractors U Recreational Vehicles

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com
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Harry Coleman, Jr.’s
Passion for Cemeteries
by Martin Sweeney

Harry Coleman, Jr., of Homer has a passion for cemeteries. This is
not some morbid interest. It is, rather, an intense respect and appreciation for the effort made by local people to provide for family and
friends what public policy professor David C. Sloane calls “the last
great necessity.” At the time of a person’s passing, decisions get made.
How shall the remains be treated? Cremation, mausoleum, or burial?
If burial, in what cemetery? What kind of marker for the gravesite?
Any symbols to be included via statuary or engraving to attest to the
person’s personality, lifestyle, values, or faith? If you think about it,
much can be learned about the history and public policy of a locale
from studying its cemeteries, and there are online resources, like Finda-Grave, to help you discover someone’s biography.
Since his own father’s passing, Coleman has devoted much time to
this learning process. With a camera in hand and a computer, and ably
assisted by a sister and a friend, he has set about filling several binders
with photos and printed documentation of gravesites in such cemeteries as Little York, East Homer, and Glenwood. He may tackle Atwater
Cemetery and West Homer Cemetery next. The recipient of his “hobby”
is the History Center at Key Bank on Main Street in Homer. There,
the stewards of his documentation in word and image are members of
The Landmark Society of Cortland County, who frequently have visitors dropping by with genealogical questions. Coleman’s remarkable
collection serves as a valuable resource for answering their questions.
The Town & Village Historian commends Coleman for his contribution to the understanding and appreciation of “the last great necessity”
in the Town of Homer. Not only has he documented the location of local
cemeteries but he has documented local history, gravestone design,
and past culture. For example, he brought to the municipal historian’s
attention the name of Private Ozias Strong that is inscribed on an overlooked, fallen stone in Glenwood Cemetery. Strong, it was learned, was
a veteran in the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War. He
lived in Massachusetts between 1757 and 1787. In 1787, at the age of
53, he became the first white settler of Susquehanna County, PA. His
family settled along the Susquehanna River in the area known today as
Great Bend in the Town of Hallstead. He and his wife Susannah West
had six daughters and six sons. Strong and the majority of his family
made the move from Great Bend to Homer in 1795, just three years
after the first settlers in the town of Homer laid claim to their farmland at the top of West Hill. This makes the Strongs part of the earliest
families in Homer. He died on November 21, 1807, a little over four
months before Cortland County broke away from Onondaga County.
Records indicate Ozias Strong had been sworn in as the “Overseer of
the Poor” at the Homer Town Meeting in 1797.
It should be noted that Coleman’s sleuthing has caused him to go
one step further. He has extended his interest in documentation into
preservation. He came across the much neglected portion of Glenwood
Cemetery containing the gravestones and remains of the Strongs and
other early settlers. They had been removed from their original burial
sites (such as the graveyard in what is now Newton Waterworks and
the graveyard behind the churches on the Green in the 1860s) and
reinterred. Coleman personally took it upon himself to improve the
sad situation he found at Glenwood. Fallen trees and branches were
removed. Each stone was cleaned up so the inscribed names and dates
might be more legible. Each stone was photographed. Each decedent
was researched for biographical information. And since the markers
are all flat across the mossy, shaded ground and prone to being walked
upon and damaged further, with the permission of the Village who
owns the cemetery, efforts are underway to have the section cordoned
off with appropriate fencing and a marker installed to designate the
significance of the site. In this way, Coleman and the Village officials
hope to preserve in a more respectful manner the stones that were
part of “the last great necessity” of Homer’s earliest settlers. This
project is especially appropriate given the fact that the State decides
on September 20th if Glenwood Cemetery merits being designated “a
historic site” to be listed in the State and National Registers of Historic
Places.
Harry Coleman, Jr., and his “staff” are worthy of the gratitude of the
residents of the Town and Village of Historic Homer, NY, for the time,
effort, and enthusiasm committed to this project.

School Safety Measures
Remain Top Priority
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward

Summer will soon turn to fall and along with the change of season will
come a change in lifestyle for our young people as school bells ring once
again. For many students it is a return to a familiar routine, but for some
it is the start of a whole new world. For all of us, it is a time to think of
safety first.
In New York State, approximately 50,000 drivers illegally pass a school
bus every day. This illegal practice endangers the lives of children trying
to get to and from school – and it must be stopped.
In order to combat this dangerous and illegal behavior, New York has
instituted Operation Safe Stop. The cooperative project is supported
by the New York State Governor's Traffic Safety Committee, the New
York State Education Department, the New York Association for Pupil
Transportation, the New York State School Bus Contractors Association,
the student transportation industry and state, county, city and local law
enforcement agencies. Their mission is to promote school bus safety
through education enforcement efforts.
The first thing a motorist needs to know is the law itself, which can vary a
bit from state to state. In New York State:
Drivers must stop when the school bus red lights are flashing;
Even on divided, multilane highways or school grounds, drivers are
required to stop for flashing red lights;
Penalties for illegally passing a school bus range from $250 - $1,000
fines, points on your license, and/or possible imprisonment.
That final point is one that needs to be addressed further. The penalties
for illegally passing a school bus are simply too light – especially when a
child’s life could be in danger.
Current law provides that an individual convicted two or more times of
speeding in a construction zone be subject to a sixty day suspension of
his or her drivers' license. Passing a stopped school bus two or more
times however, does not currently carry such a penalty. There is no doubt
that passing a stopped school bus possesses as much, if not more, risk to
life and limb as speeding in a construction zone and should carry appropriate penalties.
The state senate has overwhelmingly passed legislation (S.1064A) I
strongly support that would increase penalties for illegally passing a
stopped school bus. If enacted, the penalties for passing a stopped
school bus and speeding in a construction zone would be the same. The
senate has passed this bill on multiple occasions, but the state assembly
has failed to take action.
A similar bill (S.6212A) that would deter dangerous drivers from committing traffic infractions and traffic misdemeanors in a school traffic control
zone by doubling fines for these offenses has also received senate
approval. Again, the assembly has not even brought the bill forward for
consideration.
Another issue which remains a high priority is enhanced school safety.
During this year’s legislative session, I joined with my senate colleagues
to adopt a comprehensive package of bills designed to help keep our kids
safe.
The bills passed by the senate increase the ability of schools to hire
qualified security personnel; create new state funding mechanisms for
infrastructure investments that improve school safety; increase access
to school-based mental health services; expand state actions and intelligence coordination to protect schools against attack; and strengthen
penalties for crimes on school grounds.
Improving security systems, helping schools hire well-trained security personnel, and making certain that individuals who need mental health care
can easily access these vital services are significant steps that together,
will ultimately save lives.
Our schools need to be safe, so teachers can teach and students can
learn – without fear. Unfortunately, the state assembly failed to take
action on these school safety measures, even though they had strong
bipartisan support in the senate.
Let me be clear – this is not the end of the discussion. These critical
school safety measures will be at top of my legislative agenda in 2019.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

As Summer Ends
It doesn’t seem to matter how long
it’s been since we were in school. Most
of us still measure the year by the school
calendar. As the summer runs down, the
air is filled with the anticipation of the
school year starting. Here at the library,
we think of this time of year as the
pause to catch our breath between the
flat out sprint of the Summer Reading
Program and the more marathon event
of the school year programs.
People’s reading seems to follow
a school calendar, too. Children and
teachers read loads in the summer when
they have a break from school activities.
Gardeners seem to read in the winter,
preferring to spend their summers out
of doors. Reading serves all kinds of
purposes, from gaining knowledge, to
learning empathy, to just pure fun. This
summer, we saw people reading for all
those reasons and probably many more.
There are as many reasons to read as
there are people doing it.
Three hundred and forty-six people, from pre-K through senior citizens
participated in the library’s summer
reading program this summer. They
read 1881 books in total. Our big readers included: for the pre-school set,
Alexander and Mackenzie Morrell who
read 150 picture books and four chapter
books, for the Intermediate age group,
Aiden Baldwin read twenty-six chapter
books, and for the teens, Nate Johnson
read twenty-three books. People always
say to me, “I wish I had your job. You
get to read all the time.” But I didn’t
have time to read twenty-three books
this summer! I just managed the nine we
read for book clubs.
The library will be closed from Aug.
22nd until Sept. 3rd, while the hardwood floors are refinished. We’ll be
reopening on Sept. 4th with a full slate
of programs for the fall. If you haven’t
already, be sure to stop by after Sept.
4th and sign up for a book club, science
club, or another exciting program.

What’s New at the Library?
The Library will be closed from Aug.
22nd through Sept. 3rd
We’ll be closing so our hardwood
floors can be refinished. We will reopen
our normal hours on Tuesday, Sept. 4th.
So before August 22nd rolls around, be
sure to stop by and get plenty of books
and DVDs to keep you busy while
we are closed! If you have books you
haven’t returned by Aug. 22nd, please
consider holding on to them until Sept.
4th. We will have limited ability to
empty the drop box during this time.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Martsje
will restart on Wednesday, September
12th at 10:30 am.
This story time meets every Wednesday
morning at 10:30 am, when school
is in session. There is no program on
snow days or school vacation. This fun
program is for children from infants to
pre-school age.

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time restarts on
Wednesday, Sept. 19th. This program
is every Wednesday from 3:25 pm to
4:15 pm that school is in session. This
is a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs.

Fall Clubs
Fall Club registration has started.
Some of our fall clubs still have space
available so stop by the library to register.

4th and 5th Grade Writers
Any 4th or 5th grader interested in
writing can sign up for our writers’
group which will meet Mondays in
September. From 4-5 pm on Monday,
Sept. 10th, 17th, and 24th, we’ll be
working on flash fiction. This is a
young writer’s chance to create fun
stories all under 250 words. Stop by
the library to sign up.

The Library Zine
We’re creating a Zine, a handmade
magazine, and interested young writers, artists, and photographers in 5th
to 12th grade are invited to be part of
the fun. Our Zine producers will be
meeting every Thursday after school,
starting on Thursday, Sept. 13th. For
more information stop by the library
and talk to Priscilla.
Upcoming Fall programs for Adults
Fiction, Food, and Flick on Sept.
18th and 25th at 6 pm.
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and
a chance to try one dish or snack that
the characters in the story eat. Come
for just the book discussion, just the
food and flick, or for both. The book/
movie for September is Fried Green
Tomatoes. We’ll be discussing the
book on Sept. 18th and watching the
movie (with snacks) on Sept. 25th.
A Writing Workshop for Adults starts
in October.
This program will meet on the first

Tuesday of the month, starting on Oct.
2nd from 6:30 – 8 am. Sessions will
center around critiquing and discussing
each other’s work. It will also include
writing exercises. For the introductory
session, please bring five copies of your
written work (no more than five pages,
double-spaced) to be reviewed for the
next workshop.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The Phillips Free Library’s Board
of Trustees will meet on Monday,
Sept. 17th at 7 pm in our Wonder and
Discovery Center. Meetings are open to
the public.

For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

607-423-0345

NY CONNECTS
RESOURCE FAIR
Featuring Emergency Preparedness
CORTLAND COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
GYMNASIUM,
60 CENTRAL AVE., CORTLAND, NY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th
OPEN TO PUBLIC: 12:00PM-3:30PM
Suicide Awareness Walk at 3:45PM
ALL ARE WELCOME AT THIS FREE EVENT!
Door prizes and giveaways available!

JOIN US FOR INFORMATION ON LONG TERM CARE
SERVICES FOR OLDER ADULTS, CAREGIVERS, AND
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES!
GRAND PRIZE:
TWO ONE-DAY BUS TICKETS
TO NEW YORK CITY,
PROVIDED BY
SWARTHOUT COACHES!

Sponsors:

The Cortland County Area Agency on Aging is sponsored by the Cortland County Legislature in conjunction with
the New York State Office for the Aging under Title III of the Older Americans Act of 2016, as amended.

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW

Heritage Realty

6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell

(607) 749-3314
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the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

12b16

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

3HDFKHV
6ZHHW&RUQ
0HORQV

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 7 pm



5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

PROBLEM WATER?
Solutions to ANY water problem

PP

EL

SU

Since 1968

P

PRE

E
VIC

UM SER
MI

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
8QGHUFRDWLQJ%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

607-591-0105
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html
3b15

Homer, NY 13077

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

12c17

12b17

Pat Hill Community Building

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b18

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
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UPSTATE TRACTOR & MOWER
5765 Marybelle Rd (Off Rt 281) Tully
315-696-5432

UpstateTractor.com

Stop in and check out the great selection of
tractors, mowers, utility vehicles & more!
xSub-Compact and Compact Tractors
xLawn and Garden Tractors (38”-52”)
xZero-Turn Mowers (42”-72”)

NEW
EQUIPMENT

xPush Mowers
xUtility Vehicles (2,3,or 6 seats)
xChainsaws
xGenerators
xPressure Washers
xTrimmers
xLeaf Blowers
xSnapper® XD 82-volt Max* Lawn &

PARTS

SERVICE

Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1

Garden Tools

QUALITY PRODUCTS—EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
WE HAVE THE EQUIPMENT TO GET THE JOB DONE!

DOWN
1. Cul de ____, pl.
2. Lululemon on NASDAQ
3. At the apex
4. Hispanic grocery and wine shop
5. Innsbruck’s province
6. Lots and lots
7. Sound of thunder
8. *What fans do before the game
9. ____ bowl, Brazilian dish
10. Bingo-like game

607 749-7400
207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY
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Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad

THEME: FOOTBALL
ACROSS
1. Hunk
5. Cough syrup amt.
8. “Scene one, ____ one”
12. Grand theft target
13. Broflovski of “South Park”
14. Polished surface of gem
15. Simpleton
16. A in A = b x h
17. Tarzan’s swing rope
18. *Dream football destination
20. Medley
21. Olden-day Celts
22. *Mo. of NFL preseason games
23. Confine a river
26. Khufu’s resting place
30. ____ Tsu
31. First little piggy
34. List of chores
35. *First black head coach to win
Super Bowl
37. Computer network acronym
38. Rank
39. “... happily ____ after”
40. *Team conference
42. Dress like Ancient Greeks
43. What’s left
45. *NFL teams play at least 8
games here
47. Slow-witted
48. Like Cinderella’s ball gown
50. Blade in Litchfield
52. *Worth 6
56. “Madama Butterfly,” e.g.
57. Mythological hominid
58. Annette Castellano on “The
Mindy Project”
59. Evil one
60. ____ gum on a list of ingredients
61. Pains
62. Site of original sin
63. Operations
64. Fountain order

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE

in

The Homer News

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

VOL

11. 7th letter of Greek alphabet
13. Japanese theater
14. Miller’s product
19. Went past
22. Sailor’s “yes”
23. Village V.I.P.
24. Shade of violet
25. Fox crime drama, 2005-2017
26. “On Golden ____,” movie
27. *”Go Pack Go” to Green Bay Packers?
28. “Pulling my leg,” e.g.
29. Evade a ball
32. It binds
33. Little bit
36. *Playing field
38. “Bring back!” to Fido
40. Refrigerator sound
41. Jousting match participant
44. Parlor piece
46. Monster with nine heads, pl.
48. Get overcast
49. Saintly glows
50. Hightailed it
51. Blood component
52. Pizza for home, e.g.
53. *Home to Bengals
54. Join by heating
55. U.S. space agency
56. Schiller’s poem

ISS

PUB DATE

DEADLINE

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
August 16
Puzzle

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-7537003 for appointment. Sheridan's
Jewelers, 1 N. Main St, Homer.

HOMER VILLAGE BUILDING LOT
for Sale. Quiet dead end street, 19
Hannum Ave. Call Gary: 607-745-8889
9a18
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Law Enforcement & Conservation Recognition
Saturday August 25th was a beautiful sunny day on West Scott Road at the EZ
ACRES farm for the recognition barbecue for area law enforcement members.
It was the third year that the barbecue has been hosted at the farm. Co-Hosts of
the event were Contento's, Rick n Rich, Byrne Dairy, CNY Rentals, East River
Dairy, Willow Breeze Dairy, and Upstream Construction.
Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman commented, "I truly think this a great thing
that they are doing for law enforcement. It's something that they don't have to
do, but that they want to do. This is a really great event."
Members of the Cortland County sheriff's Department, the New York State
Police, Cortland City Police Department and the Homer Police Department
attended, some of them bringing their families.
Mike McMahon (left) and Mike's son Neil (right) listen as Mike's brother Pete
(the Where's Waldo? of the farm thanks the Town and Village for the recognition
given to EZ ACRES, LLC. The three McMahons and a fourth partner who had
the day off are the principals of EZ ACRES LLC.

State Senator James Seward, Assemblyman Gary finch, Mayor Hal McCabe,
and Homer Councilman Kevin Williams all read proclamations honoring the EZ
ACRES family recognizing their National Award for Conservation Stewardship.
Mike McMahon commented, "We had a wonderful day here at EZ ACRES for
our Annual Law Enforcement Day Picnic. The Town and Village sort of surprised
us with hosting the appreciation for the National award that my wife and I flew
out to Chicago to receive. It is quite an honor to be one of three farms in the
country to receive the award this year."

Cortland Co. SWCD Director Amanda Barber, Assemblyman Gary Finch, Sen.
Jim Seward, Homer Mayor Hal McCabe, Mike McMahon, Pete McMahon and
Neil McMahon listen as Homer Councilman Kevin Williams expresses the
Town's appreciation of EZ ACRES conservation stewardship efforts.

Letter to the Editor
August 27, 2018
Mike McMahon
E-Z Acres, LLC
5005 Creal Rd., Homer, NY 13077

Mayor's Message . . .

Dear Mike McMahon,
We would like to congratulate you and the team at E-Z Acres, LLC for receiving
the Outstanding Dairy Farm Sustainability Award presented by the U.S. Center
for Dairy Innovation. We recognize your achievement as the award was given
to only three farm families in the entire country.
We, the Homer Business Association, representing businesses in the Village
and Town of Homer, would like to thank you for your efforts to enhance the quality of life in our community. We appreciate the actions you have taken over the
past twenty five years to protect the quality of the drinking water for our entire
region.
Once again, we congratulate you and Thank You.
Sincerely,
Homer Business Association – Board Members: Jim Hopkins, Luke Biondi,
Matt Banazek, Joanne Sweeney, Debbie Williams, Ward Dukelow, Shelly White,
Susan Sandy, Debbie Slack, Rob Garrison, Renee Neiderman, Matt DeHart,
Charlie Bernheim

Today, August 25, EZ-Acres held their third annual Cortland County Law
Enforcement Barbeque, to honor and celebrate all of the different law enforcement officers and their families in the county. (Full list of co-sponsors is on the
banner). Officers from every agency in the county showed up for the free BBQ
and to be thanked for what they do by the McMahon family.
Additionally, today The McMahon family was honored by the Town and Village of
Homer, Cortland County Soil and Water, Assemblyman Gary Finch and Senator
Jim Seward. EZ-Acres Farm received a national award for environmental land
stewardship this year. As the farm sits atop the sole source aquifer for the Village
of Homer, their commitment to safe and responsible environmental practices is
critical to all residents of the Village (who are all also residents of the Town).
Letters and proclamations were read and presented, speeches were made,
thanks were given, and a good time was had by all.
"Hal" McCabe
Mayor,
Village of Homer

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!
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