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Candidates Visit Homer

Democratic Assembly Candidate Keith Batman
was in Homer September 15th to meet residents and listen to concerns. He is shown with
Jo Shaffer.

Republican Legislator Linda Jones,
County chair Connie White, and
Congresswoman Claudia Tenney were
at a Republican County Picnic on
September 23 at the HFD Community
Building.

State Senator Jim Seward and
Town Supervisor Fred Forbes
attended the Republican County
Picnic.
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Around Town
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,000 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2018 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen, Sinfully Sweet Cafe,
Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer & Cortlandville
Offices, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super
Cream, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Dandy
Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity
Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners,
Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Antiques on James.

Glenwood Cemetery Gets “Historic
Site” Designation
After a ten-month process of completing and submitting the necessary paperwork, on September 20, New York State
reviewed and accepted a “nomination” for the Village of Homer’s Glenwood Cemetery to be listed in the State Register
of Historic Places. Working with Dr. Virginia Bartos, Ph.D., Martin Sweeney, the Village Historian, initiated the application
process last November and successfully demonstrated the local, state, and national significance of the cemetery’s history
and architectural elements. Dr. Bartos is the National Register Analyst for the Finger Lakes Region at the New York State
Historic Preservation Office (or SHPO for short). It is a division of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation.
Having cleared the state review board, the fifty-page nomination now goes to Washington, D.C., where it is likely that
Glenwood Cemetery will be designated a “national historic site” and listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Word
is expected in December. Besides giving Homer a boost for touting itself as a heritage tourism site, the designation given
the cemetery makes it eligible for funding to assist in the maintenance of its integrity, which the state has deemed to be
impressive already for the time period between 1867 and 1946. It is considered a textbook example of the Rural Cemetery
Movement and the ensuing Memorial Lawn Movement in American history.
Glenwood Cemetery will be the second “Historic District” in the village. It already has a “Historic District” of over 200 built
spaces of historical and architectural significance. This adds to the luster of the “gem” that is Homer. This will be part of the
focus of this year’s Celebration of Historic Homer on October 12 and 13. Sponsored by The Landmark Society of Cortland
County, headquartered at the History Center at Key Bank, there will be an informative lecture at the little white church on
the Green on the church’s historical and architectural importance. Following that will be a presentation on the history of
Glenwood Cemetery and a sharing of excerpts from the detailed, nomination packet submitted to the State. In the afternoon,
there will be a guided walking tour of Glenwood Cemetery followed by a walking tour of “Historic Downtown Homer.” Be
looking for announcements of the times of these events. There will be free refreshments, and if you are a long-standing resident, a new arrival, or a welcomed visitor, all will find something new and entertaining to learn about Historic Homer. Come
celebrate Homer’s bragging rights!

Homeville Museum to
Screen 2 Movies Oct. 6
Homeville Museum, at the CNY Living History Center, will be screening two
original movies: "Robert T. Cooper and the Great War" and "The Coulter Code" on
Saturday, October 6, beginning at 2:00 pm.
"There's a Long, Long Trail: A Short, Short Story" is the tale of widower Robert
Cooper and his quest for heroism in the Great War. Filmed at the CNY Living
History Center. Starring Richard J. Lalosh III and Kevin R. Rung. 12 minutes long.
The Coulter Code is the story of a small-town farmer who kept a diary in secret
code during the 1860s and how the code was broken in 2014. Starring Ian Lamont,
Tiffany Poborsky, Samantha Misa and Ray LaFever. 49 minutes long.
BOTH have been included as "Official Selections" in the "Great Western Catskills
International Film Festival" on October 19-21 in Andes, NY and the "Catskill
International Film Festival" on Sept 7-9 in Callicoon, NY
Arthur W. Pierson, Producer and Director of Photography, will introduce the movies and answer questions afterwards.
Movie is included with normal admission ($10 for adults, $9 for Senior Citizens &
AAA members, Ages 6-18 - $5 and free for members, active duty military and children 5 & under) or you can attend just the movie for a special admission rate of $5.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be October 11,
2018. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is October 3, 2018.

Dementia Conversations
Tuesday 10/16/18 from 2:30-3:30 pm
Rm. 302 of the County Office Building
When someone is showing signs of dementia, it’s time to talk. Often, conversations with family about changing behaviors can be challenging and uncomfortable.
This program provides tips for breaking the ice with your family so you can
address some of the most common issues that are difficult to discuss: going to
the doctor for a diagnosis or medical treatment, deciding when to stop driving, and
making legal and financial plans for future care.
Please join us for this free event hosted by the Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Caregiver Resource Center, Call (607)753-5060 to register.

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

TRIPP'S
AUTOMOTIVE
607 749-7400
207 S. Main St.
Homer, NY

8b17

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: Octber 3, 2018 for the October
11, 2018 issue.

September 30 - Sunday
American Legion Family, Post 465
will be holding a Breakfast Buffet on
September 30th from 8 am to 11 am.
Omelets will be available. Veteran and
Senior Citizen Discounts and family
friendly prices.
October 18 - Thursday,
Thursday, October 18th @ 7
p.,m. Homer Garden Club presents
"Sustaining Healthy Lakes and Scenic
Landscapes" by Andy Zepp, Exec.
Director of the Finger Lakes Land Trust.
Come find out about the future of our
beautiful Finger Lakes.
The Anna Hilton Lecture will be held
at the Center for the Arts, Community
Room, Main St., Homer.
The lecture is free, open to the public
and light refreshments will be served.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
On Your
Computer, Smartphone or Tablet

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Sold on Cortland County!

Offers New Program
Where is The Homer SCA
ThisYear, Seeks Donations
News Being Read??
The SCA (School Community
Association) is proud to offer something new this school year:

Homer After School Enrichment
(HASE). Parent volunteers with the
SCA created the program to offer
extended learning day opportunities for
Intermediate School students.
HASE offers students safe opportunities to try new things, learn new skills
and socializing with their peers.
The program is FREE to all 3rd, 4th a
and 5th graders that attend Homer
Intermediate School.

This is a photo of myself and granddaughter Mia on Ford
Island in Pearl Harbor. My wife Pat and I were visiting my
daughter Kelley and her Husband Bill. Bill is stationed there
serving in the Navy. Mike Ryan

HUNTING & FISHING
LICENSES
Saturday, Sept. 29 - 9 am to noon
HOMER TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE
The last day to purchase Deer Management
Permits (doe tags) is Monday, October 1st
The Town Clerk’s Office accepts ONLY cash or checks,
NO CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS
St. Margaret’s Annual

HARVEST DINNER
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 - St. Margaret’s Parish Hall
Seating: 5:00 pm & 6:15 pm
-- Take-Outs available - Pick up Promptly at 4:45 pm --

Advance Sale Tickets ONLY - Sept 22 - Oct 16, 2018
Available after weekend masses & by calling Elaine Kozub at 749-7456

Adults: $12.00

-

Children 4-12: $6.00

-

3 & under: free

R.I.P. Chuck Sheridan

All programs run from 3:30-5:00pm and
take place at the Homer Intermediate
School. Programs this fall include:
- Nature walk with a leaf casting
project
- Yoga
- Spanish

- Crochet
- Crystal Tree Workshop

The SCA is seeking donations of
crochet hooks size H/8 and skeins of
yarn 50g (1.76oz), paint brushes and
coupons for local art/craft stores. Any
of these items can be dropped off at the
main office of the Homer Intermediate
School. If you or anyone you know has
a skill to share or would like to volunteer, please let us know!
Registration is required. Space is limited.
For more info and a link to the registration form email: sca.homerintermediateschool@gmail.com and like us on
Facebook for updates.
Homer After School Enrichment is
coordinated and funded by the School
Community Association (SCA) and is
not a Homer Central School District
Program.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

A Brief History of Education in Homer: 1819 – 2019
The Homer Central School District is the home of the Homer Trojans and “Blue Pride.”
The stalwart city of Troy, under siege for ten years, figures prominently in the epic poems of
the ancient Greek poet Homer, and provides the school’s namesake. Part of “Blue Pride”
includes pride in our historic roots, in our stalwart behavior in athletics and other competitions, and in a tradition of academic excellence that dates back to February 2, 1819,
when the genesis of today’s school, an academy on the Green, was chartered by the State
of New York.
As part of Homer’s Winter Fest, on Saturday, January 26, 2019, Homer Central School will
be observing the bicentennial of education in Homer and letting our “Blue Pride” show.
To help celebrate this event, this column will run installments that will provide an account
covering more than 200 years of local education. It is hoped that readers will find this to
be informative and entertaining, along with a display on January 26 of 200 artifacts -- one
for each year since 1819.
From the arrival of the town’s first settlers of European descent until today, the story of
education in Homer can be broken down into four phases of development. First, there were
the elementary schools of the early settlers. Then there was the Academy on the Green as
a private institution of learning from 1819 to 1873. Next on the scene was the union free
school district that incorporated the Academy as a public high school from 1873 to 1946.
And finally, there is the centralized school district of the past seventy years that has experienced remarkable growth, change, and controversy.

Eighth installment: The Academy and Union School: 1893 to 1918
The disastrous loss of the
school on the Green for the second time in its history did not set
back the provision of education
by more than one week. No time
was wasted. A special meeting
was called to plan for the construction of a new school building. Meanwhile, a portion of a
rear room of the ruined school
was still serviceable for instruction, and within days of the fire,
Principal Tuthill and Professor
Elsworth found temporary classroom spaces around the village. Desks formerly used at the
Normal School in Cortland (the
1866 genesis of today’s State
University College at Cortland)
were donated and put in place six days after the fire. All the carpenters in town
were enlisted to ready the new, temporary quarters for immediate occupancy.
Principal Tuthill was placed on the second floor of the Brockway building on
Main Street. Bookshelves were built in his room to accommodate the Academy’s
library books. Miss Shepard and Miss Ryan used rooms on the second floor of the
post office block, over Bennett’s shoe store, on the east side of Main Street. Prof.
Elsworth was assigned a room on the second floor of the Zimmer Block. Miss
Cobb used a room in the rear of the Homer National Bank [now the Key Bank],
accessible from Pine Street, and Miss Thompson and Miss Coon were provided
rooms over the Republican newspaper office on Wall Street. Textbooks were
ordered immediately and arrived on Monday, January 23. Classes resumed the
next day, just one week after the fire. Notice was placed in the newspaper for voters of Union Free School District No. 1 to be aware that a special meeting would
be held February 23, 1893, at 7:30 P.M., at the Murray store on the corner of Main
and James Street in Homer village. The purpose was to vote upon an appropriation
recommended to be raised by tax in the sum of $15,000 for the erection and fitting
of a new school building on the Green.
Three days after the fire, the Homer Republican cited how “Homer has been
more widely known as the seat of one of the leading academies of the state, than
for any other distinguishing feature” and that that fame has been “properly cherished with pride by citizens of Homer as a goodly heritage.” Thus, “Blue Pride”
was a concept before a color was formally attached to it. The article went on to say
that “Educational methods have taken long strides forward since Cortland academy was founded and with modern methods and an excellent corps of teachers in
both academic and other departments, all we need now is a school building which
shall fill all the requirements of a modern educational institution…[and] such a
school building the citizens of Homer are determined to have….”
And through hot determination and cold cash, a new building for the Homer
Academy and Union School was built and properly outfitted by the school year’s
end. On June 15, 1893, the Homer community gathered for the laying of the cornerstone. Gentlemen by the last name of Ford, McElheny, Foster, and Fowler sang
“Nearer, My God to Thee,” and the oration was delivered by Dr. E. W. Hitchcock.
The brick building, measuring 135 feet by 76 ½ feet, was done in the Italian
Renaissance style. The sills were of Jamesville limestone, and the cornice, frieze,

and brackets were of Corning terra cotta.
To top it off, in the belfry was placed a new bell. Five years later, the bell was
recast and inscribed with more wording than one normally finds on bells made
by the Meneely Bell Company of Troy, New York. The inscription read: “Homer
Academy & Union School. Clinton H. Meneely Bell Company. 1893 AD. Recast
June 17, 1898 to again ring for Education and Liberty.” After the next fire, in 1945,
the bell was stored away in the Village Garage on James Street until returned to
service in April of 1951. At some later date, the bell seems to have been removed
and stashed away in some forgotten part of the school on the Green. At a future
date, as part of façade renovations completed upon the Homer Elementary School,
the bell would be removed, cleaned up, and returned to service -- not for ringing
by hand but electronically. Once again, it can be pealed on the Fourth of July and
on school days to announce the beginning of another day in Homer of “Education
and Liberty” for all.
In the fall of 1893, the bell rang and the new doors opened for another school
year. The building was destined to remain intact until the next school fire in 1904.
What would endure would be Homer’s enviable reputation for academic excellence. In 1942, a retired principal from a school in New York State confided to
Homer’s Supervising Principal, Louis J. Wolner, that he had always had an ambition to beat the Regents exam record of Homer Academy. Wolner credited that
record to another of Homer’s outstanding Principals, Professor Julian M. Round.
Round served as Principal of the Homer Academy and Union School for fifteen
years. The Homer Republican, in an issue of August, 1918, carried the following
excerpt from Bardeen’s School Bulletin, which was published in Syracuse:
The Homer Academy Regents record in comparison with other
villages in the State of New York shows an average of 95.4….
Homer instructed 350 pupils, entered 345, and passed 329; a
record of which Principal Julian M. Round may be proud.
In 1901, the Congregational Church next door to the Academy celebrated
its centennial anniversary. The distinguished Homer alumnus Rev. Theodore T.
Munger returned for the occasion and spoke of the church’s early pastor, “Father
Keep,” and his influence. Interestingly, when the church building had been newly
constructed in 1863 and a service of dedication was held just five days after the
end of the battle at Gettysburg, “Father Keep” had been present. He had been
invited back, but, apparently still fearful of the old firebrand Homer dismissed
in 1833, the dedication committee chose not to allow him to give the sermon.
Instead, according to historian Herbert Barber Howe, the reform-minded pastor
from Oberlin, Ohio, was kept safely “confined to the prayer of dedication.” Seven
years later, the Reverend John Keep died. However, at the 1901 centennial service,
Munger clearly vindicated the late cleric and academy trustee when he stated, “I
do not hesitate to pronounce him not only the greatest of your pastors, but the most
effective citizen the town has known….” Munger publically recognized Keep for
his ability to measure the questions that were coming to the
front in both church and state, his clear insight into their
meaning and their drift, and his courage and wisdom in maintaining them alone and under an opposition which led to
ostracism…. As I look back upon him, I think he was at least
half a century ahead of his day.
Those with clearly altruistic vision are eventually vindicated by history.
Homer’s third school fire occurred on January 5, 1904. It was the least
destructive of the school fires. The rear building where the primary department
was housed caught on fire. A Cortland Standard carrier noticed the fire and alerted
the fire department. The firefighters were able to put it out expediently. The roof
was destroyed, however, and the floors were damaged, but due to a lack of wind
the fire did not spread. When repairs were made to the building, the front and rear
buildings were made into one large school.
That same year, 1904, the Unification Act placed all education in the
state under the Board of Regents operating through the first Commissioner of
Education, Andrew S. Draper, and the State Education Department. That oversight
by the S.E.D. continues.
Four years later, in 1908, another celebration was held in Homer. This
time the communities of Homer, Preble, and Scott banded together to put on what
was called “Old Home Day.” This was a day-long series of events in the village
of Homer designed to observe the centennial of the County of Cortland. It was
an opportunity to recall the past and to promote the business enterprises of the
day. Past residents of the area were encouraged to come “home” to join in with
the activities that were planned for August 7. This included a noon luncheon on
the Green (free for out-of-town visitors), a half-mile long parade winding through
the streets of Homer (not just Main and Cayuga Street), speeches by dignitaries
from a platform set up on the Green, and sundry athletic contests. The parade
had thirty-two horse-pulled floats representing local businesses, such as Briggs
Brothers’ furniture store and Arnold’s greenhouses. The Republican newspaper’s
float was drawn by a team of Sig Sautelle (George Satterly) Circus mules. The
Academy entered no float in the parade, but the only forenoon event of the day
was a baseball game at 10 A.M. played on the academy grounds between the
Academy’s team and the George Junior Republic’s nine. The home team won by
a score of 10 to 2. The Academy was open during the day to many of the nearly
continued on page 6
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Homer Academy continued from page 4

Cortland County
Legislature
Third Quarter 2018
Report

600 visitors who signed the guest book at the Phillips Free Library where local
historical artifacts were on display. The celebration closed at 8:30 in the evening
with a fireworks display being set off on the athletic field behind the Academy.

by Kelly Fairchild-Preston, LD 10 Homer
and Linda K. Jones, LD 9 Homer

This summer has been very busy
for the Cortland County Legislature
and the fast pace continues
in September.
Interviews are
underway for County Administrator,
Auditor, Highway Superintendent
and
Veteran’s
Director.
Announcements of successful candidates will be made soon.
Kelly and Linda will be going “back
to school” at the end of the month.
Both of your County Legislators
from the Homer area will attend
the Fall NYSAC (NYS Association
of Counties) Seminar in Rochester.
These seminars present cutting
edge workshops to prepare legislators and their counties for emerging
local issues. They provide education
and networking so legislators can
formulate a plan for the coming
year.
Highlights from the Third Quarter
include:
* An additional part-time position
has been filled at the Cortland
County DMV by a local resident.
This should make the wait time in
line at our local office shorter and
help with the dealership work.
* The Cortland County Landfill
Forest Stewardship Plan was
adopted. This will allow a long range
assessment of natural resources
such as trees and wildlife on the
landfill site.
* A Memorandum of Understanding
between Cortland County and Vera
Institute of Justice was authorized.
Vera will work with us to be sure
that all alternatives to incarceration
are being fully utilized to help alleviate overcrowding at our jail.
* Guidelines were authorized for
administration of a Microenterprise
Grant. Awards of $5,000 to $35,000
will be distributed to small businesses in Cortland County with
low to moderate incomes and meet
specific guidelines. These awards
are funded by the NYS
Office of Community Renewal

under the Community Development
Block Grant Program.
* A ten-year Sales Tax Sharing
Agreement between the county and
it’s municipalities was authorized.
The county will retain the following
amounts “off the top” beginning in
2019: $1,000,000 for jail reserve,
$200,000 for emergency communications tower
bond, and $300,000 for county
debt reduction. The formula for the
remainder of sales tax revenue is
explained in Resolution 221-18 and
can be viewed at
www.cortland-co.org .
* The Donald W. Sharpe Fund” was
established from the Sharpe Estate.
Approximately $151,800 was generously bequeathed to the Cortland
County Mental Health Department
to be used to support it’s programs.
The Cortland County Community
Services Board will oversee this
account and can use up to $25,000
annually.
* Local Law A of 2018 was established to allow for Payment in Lieu
of Tax for
Commercial Solar Energy Systems
in the county. Because N.Y.S.
exempts property tax collection for
solar installation, this will allow for
collection of revenue on commercial properties. Residential energy
updates remain exempt from additional property tax.
* SMRT Architecture and Engineering
of Latham, New York was authorized
to work with the County Judiciary
and Public Safety Committee and
the County Sheriff to provide for the
analysis and development of plans
to renovate, remodel, and/or expand
the existing Cortland County Jail at
54 Greenbush Street. Their fee is
not to exceed $80.000.
Do you have questions or comments? We welcome input from our
Homer residents and thank you for
being involved.
kpreston@cortland-co.org
ljones@cortland-co.org

The Homer Academy and Union School had been holding its commencement exercises next door at the Congregational Church because of its proximity
to the school and because it was about the only place in the village of Homer that
could accommodate a large public gathering other than the Keator Opera House on
the third floor of the Barber Block. The opera house was the site of the first annual
concert by the academic department of the school. It was held at 8 P.M. on Friday
evening, June 7, 1907. But another venue in the village opened up in 1909. With
the construction in 1908 of the present day Town Hall on North Main Street, the
spacious auditorium and stage within offered a more modern and secular space for
graduations. The Class of 1909 was the first to celebrate graduation day there, but
there would be other commencements and school plays at the Town Hall through
the years.
As for athletics, the Academy organized football and baseball teams, but,
unlike today, little attention was paid to them. Sometimes in the fall, the Homer
football team would compete against teams from other nearby schools. The younger grades had no “feeder programs” like today, and “physical training” classes were
conducted in the halls of the academy.
The reading of Virgil’s Aeneid was still a typical part of Latin classes in
those days. In the spring of 1909, the Latin class at the Academy held a celebration of the self-sacrifice of Dido and her demise upon a ceremonial funeral pyre.
Something black was worn by every member of the class, and Dido’s effigy was
burned in the school’s furnace. A younger pupil was heard to ask another, “What’s
going on, anyway?” The reply was, “Oh, somebody’s dead over in Virgil.”
The young pupils may have been children of entertainers who traveled
much of the year. A photo dated 1907 was taken of a classroom of first graders
at Homer Academy. On the reverse side, someone wrote “Some of students were
children of Sig Sautelle Circus families who wintered in Homer.” The octagon
building on the Homer-Cortland Road was property of George Satterly, a wealthy
and generous circus showman who had changed his name to the Italian sounding
“Signor Sautelle.” Everyone, especially in Homer, called him “Sig.”
Town records make no mention that the United States was involved in the
Great War in Europe from 1917 to 1918, other than permitting the Red Cross to
use the Town Hall free of charge and noting that it was “impossible to buy stone
on account of the war.” The Academy prepared a long list of names of the faculty
and students who went off to serve in the war. Some students never got to graduate
because they dropped out to serve their country and “to make the world safe for
democracy.”
Local “doughboys” returning from “Over There” may have thought the Town
Hall would be a fine post-war site of entertainment. In December of 1919 the
Homer Band was permitted to rent the lower assembly room for roller skating and
dancing. However, the next month the skating was terminated because “the skates
were splintering the floor.”
1919 saw the community celebrating the centennial anniversary of education
in Homer, and Prof. Round would be at the helm to steer the Academy into its next
one hundred years.
Next installment: The Centenary Year: Preparation

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

and

Physical Therapy

Bob Pascal

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO
BobPascalChimney.com

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Help Us
Homer
Support
es!
Business
Stop in for a
quote on your
home, auto or
business insurance
and receive a
$10 gift card
to your favorite
Homer shop!!

Call us at 607-756-2805, or stop in to our office at 2 N. Main Street in Cortland
108 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

Tom and Sandy Niederhofer while visiting sister Heidi and Allen
Heath in Sun Valley Idaho

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.
ADOPT A PLANT...

Topsoil - Mulch

Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand
A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help
keep your out-of-town
friends and relatives
informed. $36/year for 1st
Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Ted McBride Co.
1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY

Call First!

cell 543-0382

Post Frame
Steel Frame
Beautiful California Schefflera plant
measures 4' high by 8' wide. In need
of a large home or office. Will need to
transport it from my home to yours. Call
607-749-3912.

STORAGE SHEDS
Cold Spring Structures
/RFDOO\2ZQHG%XLOW6ROG
Quality Storage Sheds and Garages - FOR ALL YOUR STUFF

315-497-9700
Ask About RTO!

ADDITIONAL SALES LOCATIONS:
1432 SR 38, Moravia
Rte 34N, Weedsport
(1/4 mi. north of tollbooths)

Jay Brubacker - Builder/Retailer
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Delivered or
Picked up

Benson
Davis Insurance
xÎÓxÊ,ÕÌiÊÓn£ÊUÊiÀ]Ê 9ÊUÊÈäÇÇ{Î£È{

Designing and
Building for Over 35 Years

Complete Construction
Concepts,LLC
137 South Main Street
Homer, New York 13077

Office 607-749-7770 - Fax 607-749-7239
Big or Small We Tackle It All

Marjorie, Linda, Lee, Stephanie, Annette and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto U Home U Business U Contractors U Recreational Vehicles

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com
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Homer History Days
October 12, 13
Presented by The Landmark Society of Homer
Friday Evening
6:00 Ringing of the Church Bells (including the long silent bell in The White
Church)
6:00-10:00 Lighting of the buildings on The Green
6:00-7:30 Come join us for light refreshments and take a peak inside the White
Church, the oldest church on The Green. (1832)
Saturday 9:00-4:00
The White Church on The Green will be open to the public. There will be displays,
presentations, guided tours, gift shop and more. The Cardiff Giant, our biggest
rock star will be on display by The White Church
The History Center next to the Key Bank will also be open for information and
viewing. (All Presentations and displays will be at The White Church unless
otherwise noted)
10:00 Opening Remarks from Mayor Hal McCabe
10:00-10:45 Presentation on The History and the Importance of The White
Church on The Green. (1832)
Presenter: Russ Darr, President of The Landmark Society
11:00-11:45 Presentation on The History of the Glenwood Cemetery (recently
designated as a State Historic Site)
Presenter: Martin Sweeney, Town and Village Historian
12:00 Visitors can go to lunch at one of Homer’s fine restaurants/bakeries.
1:00-2:30 Walking Tour of The Glenwood Cemetery (weather permitting, wear
comfortable shoes)
Guide: Martin Sweeney

Town Hall Renovations
Underway

3:00-4:00 Historic Walking Tour of The Village (meet at The History Center next
to Key Bank)
Guide: Kathy Beardsley, Vice President of The Landmark Society
Open Throughout the Day: History Center (next to Key Bank), The Congregational
Church Sanctuary, United Methodist Church Sanctuary, White Church on
The Green, CNY Living History Center and Homeville Museum, Shops and
Restaurants
Coffee, Cider and Donuts available at The White Church

Construction Progress
at 23 S. Main St.

View of new opening from backstage (top photo) and some of the
grafitti on a backstage wall which will be preserved and protected.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

A Wandering Wondering Mind
Most of my life involves writing.
Whether it’s columns about dogs and
books, essays about life, thoughts about
the world and people around me, flash
fiction with a library writing group, or
novels about strong girls with magical
powers, I spend a lot of time writing,
thinking about writing, looking for ideas
of things to write about. I understand
the world better, or at least what I think
about it, when I write things down.
Reflecting on life helps me live it.
Lately, though, I’ve been feeling like
I’ve run out of anything interesting or
intelligent to write about. For a person
with an opinion on almost everything,
I honestly couldn’t think of one thing
worth writing about. So, without actually planning to, I took a day off from
work and just sat at home doing nothing. I tried reading, but nothing caught
my attention. I tried journalling, but
found my own whining tiresome. I sat
with a cup of tea in hand and stared into
space. I took Ben for a walk. Did a load
of wash. Hung out the laundry.
While hanging the sheets on the line,
I heard the ravens give their "croak,
croak" call. Watching them sit on the
powerline, I marveled at the fact that
before this summer I'd never seen ravens
around here. While Ben and I were out
walking I realized that although he
loves to pick up trash along the road,
he's quite discerning. Beer cans are
good, cigarette packages he disdains to
consider.
Later that day, I tried out a few journaling apps. I’m an “on again-off again”
journal writer. Sometimes the feel of a
pen moving across paper gets the old
synapses firing. After a few months of
journaling though, I usually realize the
only thing I’m writing are complaints. I
thought I’d try an online or downloadable journal app, but not knowing what
I really was looking for I ended up
trying out four. I realized, somewhere
between listening to ravens, hanging out
wash, walking with Ben, and playing
around with journaling apps, that what
my mind needed was just a little space.
A little space for noticing, wondering,
marveling. In that space, my thoughts
could turn down a different path.
If all my mind is doing is keeping
track of the next thing I have to do, it’s
hard to see something new, or think
something new, or write something new.
A little boredom and daydreaming can
go a long way to making my brain begin
to think outside of the boxes it usually
thinks in. It's not that I'm a meditator. I
can't actually quiet my mind and get it
to stop running around. I’m not good at

the whole “mindfulness” thing. But I
can do mindlessness. I do know how to
let my imagination jump the fence and
run to a new place. Not all minds that
wander, after all, are necessarily lost.
A few days later, I read an interview
of Harriet Griffey, the author of I
Want to be Creative. She said, "taking time out ... can be pleasurable and
restorative and allow the idling brain
to respond in interesting new ways
rather than just reacting." I’m always
going to promote reading. It can bring
me new ideas, insights, and empathy.
But somedays rather than putting more
ideas into my head, I just need to stare
into space. Because that can make
room for new insights, too.

What’s New at the Library?

Teen Writers
Any 9th to 12th grader interested
in writing can sign up for our writers’
group which will meet 3 Mondays in
October. From 4-5 pm on Monday, Oct.
1st, 15th and 29th, we’ll be working
on prose poems and flash non-fiction.
Learn to write short to tell that funny
story that happened when you were
five, or express your thoughts on feelings on the things that matter to you.
Stop by the library to sign up.
Lego Club
Lego Club will meet Monday, Oct.
1st from 4-5 pm. This meeting is for
children in K-5th grades.
Mad Scientist Club
Our Science Club for K-2nd graders will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 2nd
from 4:30 to 5:15 pm. We’ll be doing
Food Science, so be sure to sign up!
Registration starts on Sept. 25th. Space
is limited.

food and a hopefully lively discussion
of the future; yours and the world’s.
Registration starts on Sept. 27th.
Popcorn and a Movie
Join us on Oct. 12th at 4 pm for a
showing of Hocus Pocus. The movie is
open to all ages. Popcorn is provided.
TEchExplorers – Technology and
Engineering Exploration for Children
Our TEchExplorers program, includes
a robotics component using Cubelets
for K- 6th graders and an electronics invention component using Little
Bits for 3rd through 6th graders. These
programs are funded by a generous
donation from a community member.
TEchExplorers meet twice a month for
K- 6th graders to build with Little Bits
and Cubelets. There will be a meetings
on Monday, Oct. 15th and 22nd from
4:00 until 5:00 pm. Space is limited to
12 children. Sign up starts a week prior
to each program.

Indigenous People Day
The library will be closed on Oct. 8th
to mark the day of observance.
Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Martsje
is on Wednesdays at 10:30 am.
This fun program for children from
infants to pre-school age meets every
Wednesday morning when school is in
session. There is no program on snow
days or school vacation. Upcoming
themes include:
Oct. 3rd – Sea Animals
Oct. 10th - Cats
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time restarts on
Wednesday, Sept. 19th. This program
is every Wednesday from 3:25 pm to
4:15 pm that school is in session. This
is a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. Upcoming themes
are:
Oct. 3rd – Friendship
Oct. 10th – Oops!
Oct. 17th – Planet Protectors
Oct. 24th – Jungles
Oct. 31st – Halloween
Learn Linux
Interested in learning about Linux, an
open-source operating system for computers? Come to a workshop with our
Knight of the Tech Table, Benjamin
Hyde on Saturday, Sept. 29th from
10:30 to 12:30. You’ll learn what Linux
is, how to install it on a computer, and
will download a copy to take home
with you. Bring an empty flash drive
to download Linux to. Registration is
required.

MakerSpace in the Wonder and
Discover Center
Our MakerSpace is open every
Wednesday evening from 6 to 7:30 pm.
The library’s Knight of the Tech Table
is available to help with using available technology. In October we will be
featuring Keva Blocks. Come build a
bridge or a chain reaction contraption.
Stop by for some fun on Wednesday
evening.
Technology Fun and Games
Children in 1st through 5th grades
can join Miss Kristen, our Wizard of
Assorted Things, for a fun program
using Osmo, an educational tool and
app that makes learning fun. The group
will meet Oct. 5th from 4-5 and is limited to eight children. Registration will
start on Sept. 28th.
Coding Classes
A new coding class using CSFirst curriculum will start on Wednesday, Oct.
10th from 6-7 pm. The class will focus
on coding sound and music and is open
to 3rd through 5th graders. This will be
a 5 session class meeting on Oct, 10th,
Oct. 24th, Nov. 14th and 28th, and Dec.
12th.
Teen Read Week
Teen Read Week is Oct. 7th to 13th
and the theme is It is Written in the
Stars. We’ll be marking this celebration
of fantasy, science fiction, and speculative stories with a program for teens on
Thursday, Oct. 11th from 5-6:30 pm.
Stop by to register and pick up a copy
of the short story by Jim Hines and an
essay by Maryanne Wolf that we’ll be
discussing. The program is open to 9th
through 12th grade students. There’ll be

Upcoming Fall programs for Adults
Fiction, Food, and Flick on Oct. 16th
and 30th at 6 pm.
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for
just the book discussion, just the food
and flick, or for both. The book/movie
for October is Practical Magic by Alice
Hoffman. We’ll be discussing the book
on Oct. 16th and watching the movie
(with snacks) on Oct. 30th.
A Writing Workshop for Adults starts
in October. This program will meet on
the first Tuesday of the month, starting
on Oct. 2nd from 6:30 – 8 am. Sessions
will center around critiquing and discussing each other’s work. It will also
include writing exercises. For the introductory session, please bring five copies
of your written work (no more than five
pages, double-spaced) to be reviewed
for the next workshop.
Board of Trustees Meeting
The Phillips Free Library’s Board of
Trustees will meet on Monday, Oct. 15th
at 7 pm in our Wonder and Discovery
Center. Meetings are open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

4 Convenient Locations:

607-749-2442

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

607.756.4307
5b18
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Climate controlled available at Luker Road

12b16

- APPLES
- GRAPES
- PEPPERS
- 11X SHARP CHEESE

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 7 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY



PROBLEM WATER?
Solutions to ANY water problem

PP

EL

SU

Since 1968

P

PRE

E
VIC

UM SER
MI

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
8QGHUFRDWLQJ%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

CONTRACTING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

607-591-0105
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

Homer, NY 13077

Historic Homer
Tours

(607) 749-5649

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
5b19
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the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
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& Collectibles
Show and Sale
Dryden Fire Hall

$2.00 Admission
VLQWDJH%RWWOHV0LON%RWWOHV6WRQHZDUH*ODVVZDUH3RVWFDUGV
%RRNV5HFRUGV7R\V7RROV3DSHU,WHPV-HZHOU\DQGPRUH

Sunday2FWDPWRSP
)LQJHU/DNHV%RWWOH&ROOHFWRUV www.fingerlakescollecting.org
THEME: TALK SHOWS
ACROSS
1. Tulip precursors
6. “Le ____ des cygnes”
9. Education-related acronym
13. Heads-up
14. Fertility clinic stock
15. A la ____
16. Curl one’s lip
17. Cub’s home
18. “The Goldbergs” sibling
19. *Carpool ____ with James
Corden
21. *Fallon is on when?
23. Crime scene evidence
24. Sounds of amazement
25. Tokyo, once
28. Strong hold
30. *Host of “Good night, and good
luck” fame
35. Roll call document
37. End of prayer
39. Bowl unsuitable for water
40. Shakespeare’s king
41. Cocoyam, pl.
43. What egoist and egotist have in
common, pl.
44. Encourage
46. Madam, to a cowboy
47. Pleasant gentle accent
48. Intellectual
50. Not us
52. Lusitania’s last call
53. Sherlock Holmes’ assignment
55. Waikiki garland
57. *Letterman’s successor
61. Do like in “A River Runs Through
It”
65. To a bartender: “The ____”
66. Argonaut’s propeller
68. Empower
69. Of a particular gray shade
70. By way of
71. Theatrical characters
72. Displeasure display
73. Australian runner
74. Editor’s “Let it stand” marks
DOWN
1. Derive pleasure
2. Forearm bone
3. Malicious look
4. Cabbage
5. Chris Hemsworth’s movie “12
____”
6. Ore deposit
7. Perpendicular to St. in NYC
8. Ann Patchett’s novel “Bel ____”
9. Hindu wrap
10. H.S. math class
11. Write on tombstone, e.g.

Solution to
Sept. 13
Puzzle

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

12. Animal protein
15. Population count
20. Gold unit
22. Omega of electrical resistance
24. Perform a surgery
25. *Talker and Oscar, Grammy and Emmy
host
26. Muralist Rivera
27. “_____ County” with Streep
29. Mosque V.I.P.
31. Cambodian money
32. *Kelly’s ex
33. Convex molding
34. Adam and Mae
36. Ragtime turkey dance
38. *Jon Stewart’s successor
42. Fresh Prince: “____ ya later!”
45. In a pleasant manner
49. *Where some James Corden segments are set
51. *Former “Weekend Update” host
54. *Appliance on Rachael Ray’ Show set
56. “____ ____ me, then who?”
57. Pointy part of a tooth
58. Nobel Peace Prize capital
59. Hula feast
60. Quilter’s stuffing
61. German Mrs.
62. Not in use
63. Edible fat
64. Hitler’s Deputy
67. Go for the bull’s eye

VOL

ISS

PUB DATE

9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

8
9
10
11
12
13

10/11/2018
10/25/2018
11/8/2018
11/22/2018
12/6/2018
12/20/2018
1/3/2019
1/17/2019
1/31/2019
2/14/2019
2/28/2019
3/14/2019
3/28/2019
4/11/2019
4/25/2019

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

DEADLINE

10/3/2018
10/17/2018
10/31/2018
11/14/2018
11/28/2018
12/12/2018
12/26/2018
1/8/2019
1/22/2019
2/5/2019
2/19/2019
3/5/2019
3/19/2019
4/2/2019
4/16/2019
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CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________
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This was the scene
Wednesday morning
as masonry workers
erected forms for the
walls for the new building to be built at 23 S.
Main Street

FILM SCREENING
Academy Award nominated
Best Featured Documentary, 2016

In this film, director Raoul Peck envisions the book
James Baldwin never finished; a strong narration about race in America.
Using the writer's original words, Peck draws upon James Baldwin's notes
on the lives and assassinations of Medgar Evers, Malcolm X,
and Martin Luther King Jr to explore and bring a fresh perspective
to the current racial narrative in America.

Sunday, September 30
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cortland Interfaith Center
7 Calvert Street., Cortland

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sponsored by
Moving In Congregations Acting in Hope (MICAH)
and the Cortland Interfaith Center

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

RJ Eckard and family at South Padre Island, Texas.

